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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET IN APRIL. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,494 returns, viz.: 1,681 from employers, 642 
from trade unions, and 171 from other sources. 

In all the important industries a further improvement in the 
state of employment has taken place during April, with the 
result that the percentage of unemployed members of trade 
unions is lower than that recorded in any month since June, 
1890. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns with an aggregate 
membership of 495,496, 10,866 (or 2°2 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of April, compared with 2°5 per cent. 
a month before, and 2°9 per cent. in the 116 unions, with a 
membership of 466,213 from which returns were received for 
April, 1898. 

Employment in Various Industries—Ooal Mining.-—Allow- 
ing for the Easter holidays, employment has continued good in 
April, and is better than a year ago. At collieries at which 
385,456 workpeople were employed, the average time worked 
during the four weeks ended 22nd April was 5°19 days per week 
as compared with 4°98 days a year ago. The above statements 
do not include pits in South Wales and Monmouthshire, where 
a dispute was in progress in April, 1898. 

Iron-mining—Employment continues good. At mines, 
employing 17,006 workpeople, the average time worked per 
week during the four weeks ended 22nd April, was 5°59, as 
— with 5°62 days in the corresponding period in April, 

In the Pig-Iron Industry employment remains good. Returns 
relating to the works of 113 ironmasters show that they had 375 
furnaces in blast at the end of April, or two less than at the end 
A 


| 
Soh 
ay Ns | 
AND 


510 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. [May 1899. 


of March, but 35 more than a year ago. The estimated number 
of workpeople employed was 24,630, being 104 more than at 
- the end of March, and 2,146 more than in April, 1898. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—Employment has slightly 
improved, and continues considerably better than a year ago. 
At the 214 works from which returns have been received, 
79,212 persons were employed in the last week of April, 79,036 
in the last week of March, and 73,489 in the last week of April, 
1898, the average number of shifts worked in these three weeks 
being 5°59, 5°56, and 5°51 respectively. 

Tin-plate Trade—Employment in this industry has im- 
proved during the month, and continues better than a year 
ago. The number of mills working at the end of April was 349, 
employing an estimated number of 17,508 workpeople, com- 
pared with 343 mills at work and 17,451 workpeople employed 
at the end of March, and 310 mills with 16,063 workpeople at 
the end of April, 1898, when the trade was indirectly affected 
by the South Wales coal dispute. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has re- 
mained steady. The percentage of unemployed union members 
in this group of trades at the end of April was 2°2, compared 
with 2°4 in February and March. The percentage for April, 
1898, was 3°6. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment is now brisk, the 
cmage of unemployed union members at the end of April 

eing 2°1, compared with 3°0 in March, and 5°0 per cent. in 
April, 1898. 

Employment in the Building trades has continued good, 
though the plasterers’ dispute remains unsettled. The percent- 
age of unemployed union members among carpenters and 
a at the end of April was 1°3, compared with 1°6 in 

arch. The percentage for April, 1898, was 1°1. 

In the Furnishing trades employment has continued brisk. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
April was 0°8, compared with 1°0 per cent. in March and 1°2 in 
April of last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has 
continued good, and has slightly improved. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of April was 3°0, com- 
a with 3°3 in March. The percentage for April, 1898, was 

Employment in the Paper trade has remained steady. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of April 
a” compared with 2°6 in March, and 2°8 per cent. in April, 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed at the end 
of April was 9°8, compared with 10°8 in April of last year. 

Employment in the Leather trades has\improved, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of April 
being 2°6, compared with 3°6 per cent. in February and March. 
The percentage for April, 1898, was 3°8. 
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Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade has shown further 
improvement and is good generally. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tazloring trade 
has again improved, and is good. In the ready-made branch 
it continues good. 

Employment continues good in both the Spinning and 
Weaving branches of the cotton trade. Information respecting 
cotton factories employing about 79,300 women and girls shows 
that 95 per cent. of those in spinning mills, and 88 per cent. of 
those in weaving factories were working in factories giving full 
employment throughout the month compared with 96 and 87 
per cent. respectively in March and with 89 and 67 per cent. 
a year ago. 

Employment in the Woollen trade has improved, and is good 
on the whole, although still only moderate in the heavy woollen 
branch. In the Worsted trade it has also improved and is now 
fairly good. Employment in the Hosiery trades is good. 

Trade Disputes.—No dispute of any great magnitude began 
in April, 1899, the 63 fresh disputes in that month involving 
only 13,741 workpeople. The corresponding number of dis- 

utes in March was 53, involving 13,827 workpeople, and in 
April, 1898, 44, involving 130,528 workpeople, 100,000 of whom 
were Welsh miners. Of the 63 fresh disputes in April, 1899, 
21 occurred in the building trades, 10 in mining and quarrying, 
5 in the engineering and shipbuilding trades, 4 in other metal 
trades, 9 in the textile trades, 5 in clothing trades, and 9 in 
other industries. Of the 61 new and old disputes, involving 
10,343 workpeople, of which the termination is reported, 23, 
involving 3,580 persons were decided wholly in favour of the 
workpeople; 15, involving 362 persons, wholly in favour of 
the employers ;. 20, involving 2,880 persons, resulted in a com- 
promise ; while in the case of the three remaining disputes, the 
points involved are still under consideration. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 155,850 workpeople were reported during April, 
of which number about 155,600 received advances averaging 
10d. per head, and about 250 sustained decreases averaging 
1s. 13d. per head. The net result was an increase esti- 
mated at about 10d. per head in the weekly wages of those 
affected. The increases were mainly in the mining industry 
(129,498) and the building trades (16,292) and _ glass-bottle 
manufacture (4,484). Changes affecting about 5,000 workpeople 
were preceded by disputes causing stoppage of work; and 
changes affecting about 6,500 workpeople were arranged by 
conciliation or arbitration. Changes affecting about 144,300 
workpeople were arranged by direct negotiation between 
employers and workpeople, or were conceded voluntarily by 
employers.* 


* The advance in the wages of cotton weavers, winders and warpers, which was 
agreed to on the 9th May, is not included ia the above figures. 
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CommerciAL TRAVELLERS’ LicENcES IN Rvssta. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, containing 
further information on the subject of the new Russian law re- 
specting licences for commercial travellers. 

A circular, explanatory of this law, has been addressed to all 
the Russian Customs authorities, stating that commercial 
travellers, except those of the Jewish faith, if unprovided with 
a licence in original, or a certified copy of the legal right of the 
persons or firms they represent to employ travellers, which right 
is acquirable by the payment of the trade tax of the first class 
(500 roubles), or of the Industrial Pursuit Tax of the first three 
categories (1,500, 1,000, and 500 roubles respectively), may take 
out such licence in their own name. 

A commercial traveller who has provided himself with this 
licence need not acquire, in addition, the separate commercial 
travellers’ licence (costing 50 roubles). 


ComMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS’ LicENcEs IN Norway. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a telegram from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
that a Bill has passed the Storthing which alters the period of 
validity for commercial travellers’ licences in Norway. These 
licences will, for the future, be available for thirty days from the 
date of issue, instead of only for the calendar month in which 
the document was issued. The above system has been adopted 
in Sweden for some time past. 


Proprosep Sports Exnisirion aT Municu. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
notice that a German Sports Exhibition is to be held at Munich 
from 15th June to 16th October, 1899, in the buildings in which 
the Machinery Exhibition was held last year. The proposal to 
hold a musical festival before the Sports Exhibition has fallen 
through. The forthcoming exhibition will have departments 
for objects connected with (1) the chase, (2) target practice, 
(3) fishing, (4) riding and driving, (5) carrier pigeons, (6) 
athletics, (7) mountaineering, (8) rowing, (9) bicycling and auto- 
mobile sport, (10) ballooning, (11) games, and (12) collecting, 
such as illustrated postcards, postage stamps, &c., &c. 


AcT AGAINST PERSONS ASSISTING SEAMEN TO DESERT THEIR SHIPS 
Marne (U.S.A.). 


The Board of Trade have been informed by the British Vice- 
Consul at Portland, Maine, that the legislature of that State has 
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passed an Act imposing penalties on persons who entice or assist * 
seamen to desert trom their ships, as follows :— 

Section 1.—Whoever entices or persuades or attempts to entica 
or persuade, or aids, assists, or attempts to aid or assist, a member 
of the crew of any vessel arriving in or about to sail from a port 
in this State to leave cr desert such vessel before the expiration 
of his term of service therein, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding 
$100 for each offence, and be punished by imprisonment for not 
more than six months, nor less than thirty days, at the discre- 
tion of the Court. 

Section 2.—Municipal courts and trial justices shall have 
original jurisdiction in all cases arising under this Act. 


Trenpers For Exectric Ligutinc 1n Rwssta. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Taganrog, stating that tenders 
are invited by the Municipality of Kertch for the supply of 
materials for the construction of electric lighting plant and 
tramways in the town. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours’ of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TenDERS FoR Dock Macninery 1n Norway. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders, which must be received not later than the 19th June 
next, are invited by the Norwegian Government dockyard 
authorities at Horten for the delivery of two centrifugal pumps, 
with machinery, boilers, &c., for the emptying of the dry dock 
at Horten. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department. of ‘the 
Foreign Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR MAHOGANY AT SPEZIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Dockyard Authorities at Spezia, not later than 
the 24th May next, for the supply of mahogany. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
eo application at the Commercial Department of the 

oreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TrenpErS FoR Pump oTHER DockyarpD REQUISITES 
AT SPEZIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
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*despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Commissariat of the Naval Dockyard at Spezia 
for the supply of woven flax hose for pumps, and other articles. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
pene application at the Commercial Department of the 
oreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR Iron Natrts anv Botts at Spezta. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Dockyard Authorities at Spezia, not later than 
the 29th May next, for the supply of iron nails and bolts. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
ere application at the Commercial Department of the 

oreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TeENDERS FoR TEAkWwoop IN ITaLIaAn ARSENALS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Dockyard Authorities of Spezia for the delivery 
of teakwood for the Italian Naval Arsenals. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day be- 
tween the hours of llam.andidpm. 


TENDERS FOR CoNSTRUCTION OF A CAREENING Dock at Napurs. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Italian Vice- 
Consul in London, a notice that on the 10th July next an auction 
will be held at the “‘ Regio Ministero dei Lavori Publici” (Public 
Works Department), in Rome, for a contract to build a careen- 
ing dock and other works in the Port of Naples. A printed notice 
for the guidance of persons who may wish to tender can be seen 
at the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, between 11 o’clock and 5 o’clock. The full schedule 
of conditions and plans may be seen at the Italian Consulate, 
44, Finsbury Square, E.C. Tenders should be written in Italian. 


CLosING OF THE Harpovur or Santo DomInco. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a report from the British Vice-Consul at Santo 
Domingo, stating that the harbour of Santo Domingo City is 
now closed to shipping on account of the formation of a sand- 
bank at the mouth of the River Ozama. This bank must not 
be confused with the outside bar which always has from 13 feet 
6 inches to 15 feet of water on it. Formerly there was a depth 
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of 16 feet of water or more, but, during the months of January 
and February, through some abnormal condition of currents, 
this has decreased until now there is only a constantly varying 
depth of from 4 feet to 6 feet there, thus closing the harbour 
to even the smallest of craft. The Dominican Government is 
taking steps to remedy this state of affairs, but in view of the 
improbability of the necessary sum of money being spent on 
the improvements required, such improvements are not likely 
to be of a permanent character. It would therefore seem advis- 
able that as the same condition of the harbour might recur 
again in the future, the owners or masters of all British or 
Canadian vessels which may be chartered for Santo Domingo 
City should insert a clause in their charter-parties protecting 
themselves from any possibility of a dispute with their char- 
terers as to what constitutes “arrival at the Port of Santo 
Domingo.” Several disputes of this kind have taken place 
already, the charterers not wishing to discharge or load the 
vessels in the roadstead on account of lighterage expenses, &c., 
and in one or two cases have claimed that the master had not 
complied with the terms of his charter-party inasmuch as he 
had not brought his vessel into the port of Santo Domingo. 


GovERNMENT ConTRacts. 
Admiralty. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on Thurs- 
day, the 18th May, for fire-hearths, stoves, &c., under a stand- 
ing contract. Manufacturers only will be accepted. Draw- 
ings of the fire-hearths, &c., and patterns of certain articles of 
gear, may be seen at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, Great 
Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. Specimen fire-hearths may 
be seen at H.M. Dockyard, Portsmouth, on application. 

Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty Office, or by letter addressed “ Director of Navy 
Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W.” 

India Office. 

The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to supply - 
“buffers (without springs) for wagons.” 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application 
to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o’clock p.m. 
on Wednesday, the 24th May, 1899, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


ORDNANCE SurvEY Maps or Great BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Board of 
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Agriculture, the following information concerning Ordnance 
Survey maps of Great Britain and Ireland : — 
The chief maps published by the Ordnance Survey are on the 
following scales :— 
Price per sheet, uncoloured. 


or about 10 feet to one mile... ) 
xdsz, or five feet to one mile ... vos pee. Gd. 
Both for towns only. ) 

Or 25°344 inches to a mile, 


plete for Great Britain ... 


2s. 6d. without areas. 


2s. 6d. per full sheet. 
1s. perquarter sheet. 


In progress in Ireland. 
rote, or 6 inches to a mile, complete 
for Great Britain and Ireland . 
or one inch toa mile ... 
1. Outline with contours. ls. per sheet for En- 


2. With hills in black. gland, Wales, and 
3 » brown’; in Ireland; 1s. 9d. per 

progress. sheet for Scotland’ 
4. In colours, with hills and } (double size). 


contours in progress. 


All the above maps are of various dates, and are periodically 
revised, except the town maps, which are only revised at the 
expense of the town. 

There are agents for the sale of Ordnance Survey maps in 
most of the chief towns, and maps can be ordered, and indexes, 
&c., seen at many head post offices in places where there are no 
agents. They can also be ordered through any bookseller, 
railway bookstall, or from the Director-General, Ordnance 
Survey Office, Southampton,, or, in the case of Ireland, from the 
Officer-in-Charge, Ordnance Survey, Dublin. 


FarOESE FISHERIES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister 
at Copenhagen, reporting that the King of Denmark has re- 
mitted the fine imposed in July last on the steam trawler 
“Cepheus,” of Grimsby, charged with fishing in the territorial 
waters of the Farée Islands. 

This vessel, on calling at a Faréese port, had been accused 
of having committed the offence in question on the occasion of 
a previous visit, but the Danish Government, on a review of 
the evidence, which was that of private individuals, recognised 
that there was room for doubt as to its sufficiency. 


Prratinc Britisn TrapE Marks LaBeEts IN CHILE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso reports that several in- 
stances have been brought to his notice in which Chilean firms 
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have grossly pirated the trade marks and trade labels of well- 
known English houses. The Consul-General adds that British 
merchants in such cases can obtain no redress unless they have 
registered their trade marks and trade labels in a special depart- 
ment of the Government at Santiago, and that it is doubtful 
whether, even after such registration, any effective redress 


would be forthcoming. 


REGISTRATION OF MortTGAGEs ON Russian SHIPS BOUGHT 
In ENGLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from 
the Russian Consul-General in London, notifying that he is 
now authorised by special order of the Imperial Government 
to register in his official capacity mortgages on Russian ships 
bought in England in the same way and with the same priority 
of mortgagee rights as is established in England. 


AWARDs FoR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Consul- 
General for Sweden and Norway, a binocular glass for William 
McFee, skipper, and silver medals of the second class and 
diplomas for Albert Shipley, second hand, and William Carlton, 
boatswain, of the trawl cutter “ Rattler,” of Hull, which have 
been awarded to them by the Norwegian Government in recogui- 
tion of their services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the 
Norwegian schooner ‘“Gyller,” which was abandoned in the 
North Sea on the 19th October, 1898. 


TraDE Returns or THE United Kinapom. 


The ‘“‘ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom” for the month of April, 1899, and 
the four months ended 30th April, 1899, a further reference to 
which will be found on pp. 519-521 of the present issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may 
be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 83d.) per 
copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or John Menzies & Co., 12, 
Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgow, 
or Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1897 is now 
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available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the month] 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate, for each of the years 1893 to 1897 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 


Imports or Pic-rron UNwrovuGnut STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KinGpom FRoM THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and un- 
wrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of 
January—April, 1899, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1899. Tons. £ Tons. £ 
January 14,621 34,386 12,034 53,227 
February ...| 13,528 31,703 5,206 24,899 
March ... 9,401 23,591 5,992 31,043 
April ... 6,969 17,365 10,060 44,380 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898 76,356 180,614 29,374 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897 91,196 209,275 25,927 128,892 


II—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for the month of April last show a decrease 
as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the value 
of the imports from foreign countries and British possessions, 
but an increase in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures. In the exports of foreign and colonial merchan- 
dise there is a decrease. The imports for April, 1899, were 
valued at 39,357,022/., a decrease of 889,694/., or 2°2 per cent., 
and the exports amounted in value to 25,426,111/., as against 


* See also pages 621-622. 
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23,635,264/, in 1898, of which British and Irish produce and 
manufactures in 1899 alone amounted to 19,457,446/., an in- 
crease of 1,961,435/., or 11°2 per cent. The latter increase, 
however, it should be observed, includes the value of new ships, 
viz., 492,365/., this being the first year for which these exports 
are shown. Foreign and colonial merchandise exported 
amounted in value to 5,968,665/., a decrease of 170,588/., or 2°38 
per cent., as compared with April, 1898. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports 
for April, 1899, as compared with April, 1898, according to the 
different categories of merchandise and the increase or decrease 
in each case :— 


Month ended Apr. 30. 
—_—_ Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
£ £ £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... 17,495,019 16,213,917 1,281,102 
Metals... | 2,139,860 | 389,051 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... 535,301 520,524 14,777 
Raw materials for manufactures ..../11,051,712 {10,268,839 — 782,873 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles... 8,799,772 | 9,384,948 | 585,176 
DOA £/410,246,716 |39,357,022 889,694 


The principal increases are in metals, raw materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, and manufactured articles. 
In the case of metals, the chief articles contributing to the 
increase were copper, unwrought and partly wrought, and tin; 
in the case of raw materials, caoutchouc shows an increase of 
129,352/., manures of 63,012/., tallow and stearine of 51,568/., 
and wood and timber of 126,002. Among manufactured 
articles, leather alone shows an increase of 217,293/., and 
machinery of 62,468/. 

With regard to articles, the imports of which show a lesser 
value in April, 1899, as compared with April, 1898, corn alone 
shows a decrease of 1,530,694/., bacon of 63,796/., lard 27,5421., 
and potatoes 151,759/. Cocoa (prepared), tea, wine, and un- 
manufactured tobacco have also slightly decreased. The im- 
ports of raw cotton show the large decrease of 1,520,288/., much 
smaller quantities having been laneabi from the United States 


and Egypt, though the importations from the British East 
Indies have somewhat improved. 

Exports—As regards the exports of British and Irish pro- 
duce and manufactures for the month, the following table shows 
the values for April, 1899, as compared with April, 1898, and 
the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 
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Month ended Apr. 30. 


Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
£ 3 £ 
Animals, living 86,894 65.224 21,679 
Articles of food and drink . «| 771,876 826,252 54,376 — 
Raw materials.. ..| 1,445,325 | 2,015,422 570,097 — 


Articles manufactured and ” partly 

manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics «+-| 6,644,070 | 7,269,609 625,539 a 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 


chinery and ships) ... «-.| 2,670,392 | 2,863,743 193,351 _ 
Machinery and millwork 1,521,434 | 1,532,722 | 11,288 
Ships, new (not as not 

British) recorded 492,365 | 492,365 


Miscellaneous ... 4,356,020 | 4,392,109 36,089| — 


Total £/17,496,011 |19,457,446*| 1,961,435") 


The exports of coal, coke, and fuel show an increase of 
573,7391. for April, 1899, as compared with April, 1898, cotton 
piece-goods an increase of 541,735/., iron (unwrought and 
wrought) 142,489/., and skins and furs 96,7667. Other exports 
showing an increase are linen and worsted manufactures, all 
metals and manufactures (except telegraphic wires and appara- 
tus), and wool. The principal decreases are found under cotton 
yarn (115,386/.), arms, ammunition, and military stores 
(160,823/.), and under worsted yarns, apparel and slops, and 
cycles. With regard to the increased exports of cotton piece- 
goods, larger quantities have gone to Bombay, Bengal, and 
Burma, Australasia, Canada, China, and all South American 
countries (except Chile and Brazil), but Turkey, Dutch East 
Indies, Madras, Straits Settlements, and Ceylon have taken less. 

In the four months ended 50th April, 1899, the imports into 
the United Kingdom from foreign countries and British pos- 
sessions were valued at 157,551,445/., as compared with 
159,317,623/. for a similar period of 1898, and the exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures amounted in value 
to 81,511,487/. (including 2,716,654/., the value of new ships 
not registered as British and not included prior to 1899), as 
compared with 75,203,129/. for the four months ended 30th 
April, 1898. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
for the four months amounted in value to 22,209,305/., as com- 
paved with 21,250,025/. in 1898. 

Tonnage of Vessels entered and cleared, with cargoes—The 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during April, 1899, 
amounted to 2,847,108 tons, and the tonnage cleared in the 
foreign trade to 3,505,178 tons, as compared with 2,759,483 tons 
entered and 3,030,555 tons cleared in April, 1898. As regards 
the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during April, 1899, was 
2,519,712 tons, and the tonnage cleared 2,450,003 tons, as 
against 2,459,541 tons and 2,423,436 tons respectively i in April, 
1898. 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British) not recorded 
prior to 1899. 
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II.—THE TRADE OF CHINA IN 1898. 


The following figures are based upon the tables contained in 
the Chinese Customs returns of trade for 1898. The average 
exchange value of the Haikwan tael for the year 1898 may be 
taken as equivalent to 2s. 103d. 


I.—Value of Foreign Trade (pp. 8-9).* 


Haikwan taels. 


The net total value of imports and exports was ... 370,655,538 


The re-exports amounted to 9,160,013 
The total gross value was therefore oe ... 379,815,551 
Of which the British dominions contributed ... 233,960,730 
Leaving for all other nations 146,854,821 

Of which Japan contributed ... 43,468,841 

Europe (except Russia) 39,326,906 

U.S. of America... ... 29,150,083 

Russian Empire... 19,552,295 

Other nations... 16,356,696 

Haikwan taels 145,854,821 


Thus the British Empire accounted for over 60 per cent., 
and all other countries for under 40 per cent. of the import and 
export trade of China. 


IT.—Tonnage of Entries and Clearances (p. 82). 


The total tonnage entered and cleared at treaty Tons, 
Of which the Chinese flag contributed ... wid 8,187,572 
Leaving for foreign flags ... 26,046,008 
Of which the British flag contributed... ... 21,265,966 
Leaving for all other nations... wii cas 4,780,042 
Of which Germany contributed ... 1,685,098 
Japan 1,569,134 
Sweden and Norway ... 440,554 
France... 420,078 
U.S. of America... n' 239,152 
Other nations... 247,258 
Tons ... 4,780,042 


* The Nos. of pages in brackets refer to the corresponding pages in the Chinese 
Customs Returns of Trade for 1898. 
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III.—Carrying Trade (pp. 32-33). 


The total value of foreign and coast trade between Haikwan taels. 


treaty ports was ... 971,899,807 
Of which the Chinese flag carried.. ke‘ ... 334,422,970 
Leaving for foreign flags .. 637,476,887 
Of which the British flag carried... Est ... 608,241,936 
Leaving for all other nations... ne ... 129,234,901 
Of which Germany carried.. .» 62,185,211 
Japan... 80,078,053 
France... 19,307,270 
Sweden and Norway ... 11,619,821 
Russia... 6,142,666 
US. of America. 4,327,530 
Other nations... 15,579,350 
Haikwan taels ... 129,234,401 


A percentage based on the foregoing figures gives the follow- 
ing result :— 


| Tonnage — 1 Mean of 

entered and | (foreign preceding 

cleared. | and coast.) percentages. 
Chinese 23°92 34°41 29°16 
Japanese... 3°09 3°84 
Sweden and Norway 1:20 1:25 
France 1:99 1:61 
U.S. of America 0°45 0°57 
Russia 0°63 0°57 
Other nations | 0-72 0°57 0°65 

| 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 


If we take the figures in the third column, viz., the mean of 
the proportion of tonnage entered and cleared, and of value 
carried, as an index of the relative interest of various countries 
in the carrying trade, we find that :— 

Deducting the Chinese percentage... 29°16 
There remains for foreign flags wwe .. 70°84 


Of which the British flag contributed... ... 57°20 
Leaving for all other nations ... oe ... 13°64 
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Thus, the percentage of the carrying trade under foreign 
flags works out :— 


Japanese Ns ‘is 
Sweden and Norway ... ids 
U.S. of America lis 


Other nations ... |) 


100°00 


IV —Trade under Transit Passes (p. 32). 
Haikwan taels 
The value of the trade carried inland under 


transit passes was... 42,156,292 
Of which China’s proportion was ... sss .. 16,071,090 
Leaving for foreign nations sas 26,085,202 
Of which Great Britain’s was 17,969,581 
Leaving for all other nations... 8,115,621: 
Of which the U.S. of America was... 4,503,280 
Germany ive 757,770 
France... 742,342 
Other nations... 2,112,229 


V.—Customs Revenue (pp. 7 and 32-55). 


Haikwan Taels 


The total Customs revenue collected was... we = 22,503,397 
Of which China contributed 5,318,070 


Leaving for foreign nations vee we 17,185,327 
Of which British dominions contributed ... ..- 12,724,191 


Leaving for all other nations 4,461,136 


Of which Germany contributed... 2,060,343 


Japan... 754,596 
France... 561,235 
Russia... 366,072 
Sweden and Norway ... 260,148 
U.S. of America... pes 196,583 
Other nations... 262,159 


Haikwan taels i 4,461,136 
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A percentage based on the foregoing figures gives the follow- 


ing result :— 
Sweden and Norway ... 
U.S. of America ene OST 
Other nations ... 
100°00 
Deducting the Chinese percentage ... 23°63 
There remains for foreign nations... we TO8T 
Of which the British Empire contributed ... 56°54 
Leaving for all other nations ... ins 19°83 


Thus the percentages of revenue (dues and duties) contri- 
buted by various countries are as follows :— 


Japanese .. 4939 
Sweden and Norway ... 

100°00 


It is to be understood that in the above statistics the whole 
of the trade between China and Hong Kong is counted as 
British. There are no statistics available to show the origin 
and destination of goods which pass through Hong Kong, but a 
large proportion of them are certainly British. 

According to the above figures, the British Empire contri- 
butes over 60 per cent. of the import and export trade of China 
and carries 80 per cent. of the total trade with China which is 
carried under foreign flags, and pays 74 per cent. of the dues 
and duties collected on that trade. 


| 
\ 
\ 
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IV.—THE MANUFACTURE OF FEZ CAPS: OPENING 
FOR BRITISH CAPITAL. 


_ The .Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a memorandum from H.M. Consul-General at 
Salonica, calling attention to an opening which exists for intro- 
ducing into England the manufacture for export to Turkey of fez 
caps, 40,000/. worth of which were imported into Turkey in the 
previous year from Austria-Hungary. H.M. Consul-General at 
Salonica forwards a translation of a circular received by one of 
the leading importers of fezes there from a Vienna firm, rela- 
tive to the fusion into one company of all the Austrian houses 
engaged in this trade. The annual production amounts to some 
5,600,000 fezes, which are mostly manufactured at Srakonitz, in 
Bohemia. The importers fear that this combination will result 
in a rise in prices as the trade will, for a time at any rate, be- 
come a monopoly, and some merchants in Salonica proposed to 
open a factory to compete on the spot with the Austrian com- 
bination ; but this project has been abandoned in view of the 
promises and assurances of the Austrians that there will be no 
increase in prices. As soon as the fusion of the Austrian firms 
was known, some of the chief importers suggested that the 
present would be an exceptionally favourable occasion for 
English firms to engage in this manufacture. The “Journal de 
Salonique ” publishes a letter from a Mr. J. Livada, a British 
subject, advising merchants to attempt to obtain from English 
houses better terms than will be given by the Austrian syndi- 
cate. The above newspaper states that prices have already risen 
15 to 18 per cent., and only opposes Mr. Livada’s suggestion on 
the ground that the opening of a local factory would be more 
advantageous to the trade of Salonica. 

A Vienna firm has written to a merchant in Salonica strongly 
urging him to confirm an order which had been recalled on 
account of a rise of 15 per cent. at once, or it may be refused, 
and a further increase may be regarded as certain after lst July 
when the new amalgamation company will begin its operations. 
The whole male population of European Turkey wear one or 
the other of these headdresses. The white kioulé is worn by 
the Albanians and by some of their neighbours, and the use of 
the red fez is not only compulsory on all civil officials and the 
Infantry of the Army, but it is almost universal outside 
Albania, both aniong Mohammedans and Christians. It is also 
used by the majority of the inhabitants of Asiatic Turkey and 
of Egypt, and a similar article in a green colour is employed in 
India. Moreover, as the shape, material, and colour of these 
articles may be said to be invariable, there being practically 
no change of fashion in this respect, the plant required should 
not be complicated. It has been stated by a gentleman largely 
engaged in this trade, who has visited a number of the Austrian 
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factories, that fezes could be made at any stocking factory, the 
material being made like a stocking, and then pressed to 
resemble felt. The Austrians get their machines mainly from 
Chemnitz, where stockings are made; the fez and the kioulé 
are made with the same machine. The raw material is almost 
entirely Australian wool imported into Bohemia from Bradford, 
and if the manufacturers of that place, or of Leeds or Dundee, 
would turn their attention to these articles, it is believed that 
they could compete successfully with the Austrian Syndicate. 
Even if a factory is opened in Salonica it will be some months 
before work could be begun, and the English houses might by 
then have secured a large share of the trade. It is said that the 
two factories existing near Constantinople can hardly do more 
than supply the garrison of the capital. 


V.—PROSPECTING FOR COAL AT DELAGOA BAY. 


A report, dated 30th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Lourenco Marques, stating 
that the newspaper report that coal had been found on Inyack 
Island is incorrect. 

It is said that the formation of the island, sandstone, affords 
reason for the idea that possibly coal may exist there, especially 
as it is reported that shale is found on the Catembe and Umbe- 
losi Rivers, at a depth of about 80 feet. 

At present a prospector is working on Inyack on behalf of 
Baron d’Inhaca, a German naturalised as a Portuguese. Borin 
has been carried on now for more than a month, but no coa 
has yet been found. 

The first bore had to be abandoned owing to water having 
been struck at a depth of between 100 and 200 feet. More 
work has been done on the Catembe River, where shafts have 
been sunk, but coal has not yet been actually found. Baron 
d’Inhaca has just returned from the Rand, where it is said he 
has organised a syndicate to provide funds for more systematic 
prospecting. 

The Consul adds that the idea that coal exists has evidently 
got a firm hold of the public, as each issue of the ‘* Gazette’ for 
weeks past, has contained notices of applications for marking 
out claims supposed to contain coal. 
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VI—THE TRADE OF THE EAST INDIAN ISLANDS. 
(With Map.) 


The East Indian Archipelago may be conveniently divided 
into the British and Dutch possessions and Protectorates, and 
the Philippine group which, until recently, belonged to Spain. 

British Possessions—These consist of the Island of Labuan 
and the Straits Settlements under the direct control of the 
Colonial Office, the territory of Sarawak on the north-west 
coast of Borneo, governed by a British Rajah, and the terri- 
tory of North Borneo, administered by a chartered company. 

The following table shows the values of the imports into 
and exports from the above British territories for the years 
1895, 1896, and 1897, as far as can be ascertained :— 


Trade of the British East Indies. 
(Eaclusive of India and Burmah.) 


Imports. Exports. 
CouNTRIES, 
1895. 1896. | 1897, 1895. 1896. 1897. 
£ £ £ £ 
Straits Settlements ... .. 21,061,000 | 21,960,000 | 21,542,000 || 18,379,000 | 18,947,000 | 18,738,000 
LADUAN 00.000..s000sseeearee 143,000 147,000 184,000 118,000 124,000 136,000 
+British North Borneo...| 1,664,000 | 1,882,000 | 1,887,000 || 2,131,000 | 2,474,000 | 2,942,000 
+British New Guinea ... 28,000 35,000 51,000 14,000 15,000 19,000 
Malay Protectorates :— 
ONE vas ssasistsssasceris 9,581,000 | 8,714,000 | 10,076,000 || 15,596,000 | 14,290,000 | 14,442,000 
Selangor |tteeceeesreeees 10,759,000 | 9,131,000 | 11,407,000 || 13,956,000 | 12,006,000 | 12,246,000 
Sungei Ujong ......... 2,366,000 | 2,124,000 e 1,295,000 | 1,235,000 i 
Negri Sembilan ...... * * * * * * 
Pahang 946,000 | 1,180,000 | 1,226,000 775,000 | 1,191,000 | 1,653,000 
Total Trade (Imports and Exports. 


Straits Settlements—The Colonial Office report for the Straits 
Settlements for 1897 states that the imports for that year, as 
compared with 1896, showed increased values under food-stufts, 
manufactured textiles, machinery, telegraph materials, and 
coal, and decreases in hardware, cutlery, and cattle. 

Exports showed increased values in food-stuffs, gutta-percha, 
rattans, hides, areca nuts, and pepper, but decreases in tin, gam- 
bier, and copra. 

Imports from the United Kingdom show an advance of about 
25 per cent., chiefly in cotton goods, yarns, telegraph materials, 
and machinery; but the exports to the United Kingdom 
declined by about 1 per cent., the decrease having been chiefly 
in tin, gambier, and copra. 

From British India and Burma there was a decrease in im- 


* Cannot be given. + Year ended 30th June, 
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ports, owing to smaller supplies being received of rice and 
opium, but exports thither increased, especially of raw silk, 
areca nuts, and fish. A large quantity of rice also was exported 
to British India. 

The Hong Kong and China trade increased by about 14 per 
cent. in imports, but decreased by a little over 3 per cent. in 
exports. There were increased imports of wheat flour, joss 
sticks and joss paper, and raw silk, but decreased exports of tin, 
rattans, and pepper. 

There was a fair increase in imports from Japan, due to a 
larger import of coal and matches. Exports thither nearly 
doubled in value, larger quantities of tanned hides, rice, and 
gambier, among other articles, having been sent out. 

Netherlands-Indian imports and exports both show an in- 
crease. 

The largest increases are in sugar, gutta-percha, and other 
rubbers received, and among the export articles showing large 
increases are rice, cotton piece-goods, sarongs, and kains. 

Exports to the Continent of Europe declined in the case of 
every country with the exception of Belgium and Russia, to 
which places they slightly increased. 

The total tonnage of the vessels arriving and departing was 
12,206,782, as compared with 12,244,383 in 1896. Three hun- 
dred and fifty-three new vessels of 13,252 tons were built in 
the colony during the year. 

Labuan.—The principal increases in the imports into Labuan 
are mostly under foods, drinks, and narcotics. Under raw 
materials there are also large increases, notably squared timber, 
gutta-percha, rattans, beeswax, raw and prepared sago; there 
are decreases under india-rubber, gum damar and hides. 

In exports, raw materials have nearly doubled. Coal was 
shipped in 1897 to the amount of 43,891 tons, against 52,071 
tons in 1896. 

235 vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 162,108 tons called at 
Labuan in 1897, as against 183 of 128,109 tons in 1896, and 
135 of 70,367 tons in 1895. The tonnage of the shipping 
entered and cleared at the port of Sandakan, in British North 
Borneo, was 143,000 tons in 1897, as against 111,000 tons in 
1896 and 88,704 tons in 1895. 

British New Guinea.—The increase in imports over the pre- 
ceding year was 16,871/. The advance on food-stuffs was 
11,424/.; on drapery, 4,648/.; on tobacco and cigars, 1,913/. ; 
on hardware, 2,874/.; on beverages, 623/. There was a decrease 
on building materials of 26/., and on other articles of 2,5461. 
The increase under several of these headings was no doubt 
partly due to a greater influx of Europeans. This is shown 
clearly, for example, in the item of beverages, the class of this 
article imported not being used by the native part of the 
population. 
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The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
of export from British New Guinea in the years ended 30th 
June, 1895, 1896, and 1897 : — 


Articles. | 1894-95. | 1895-96. 1896-97, 
| £ 
Gold, raw... 2,565 4,735 25,018 
Pearl shell ... 8,005 2,371 6,004 
Copra wae ine 2,830 2,748 8,494 
Jndia-rubber eee 27 609 3,472 
Sandal-wood | 2,568 | 4,085 2,323 
Béche-de-mer 1,087 929 1,016 
Other articles 4,133 | 3,974 3,018 
{ 
Total 16,215 | 19,401 44,345 


The advance in the value of exports in 1897 over the preced- 
ing year was 24,944/. The largest item of export was gold; but 
the amount of this article as entered at the Custom House is 
doubtless very much less than what was actually taken away. 
There can be no doubt that at least twice the amount of gold 
declared was obtained in the possession during the year. The 
figures given above are those declared at the Custom House, 
Cooktown, and do not include gold taken to Sydney and other 
places direct from the fields. The increase shown by the actual 
figures is an advance of 20,283/ on the previous year. In com- 
puting the value of the gold exported, it has been reckoned at 
31. 10s. an ounce, which must be somewhat under its real 
value. 

Nearly the whole of the pearl shell was obtained in the eastern 
waters of the possession. From the western districts only a ton 
and a-half was obtained, almost the whole of the fishing grounds 
there being still in the hands of Queensland. It is an industry 
that will doubtless be carried on successfully in the eastern 
waters. 

Next to copra comes india-rubber. This article figured first 
as an export in 1894-95, when some 2 ewt. of it, valued at 27/., 
left the colony. In 1895-96 the quantity entered outwards was 
nearly 3 tons; in 1897 it amounted to 16 tons, valued at 3,472. 
Taking into consideration the fact that this product is obtained 
from several indigenous trees and plants, that it exists over a 
ereat area, and that there is in the Colony a large extent of 
country that would appear to be eminently suitable for the culti- 
vation of rubber-trees, it seems very probable that this may 
eventually become the principal export from the possession. 

It is stated that the decrease in sandal-wood is more 
owing to the superior attractions of prospecting for gold than to 
exhaustion of the sandal-wood forest. If so, there may be a 
revival in this industry in the future. 
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Dutch East Indies —The Dutch possessions in Asia, forming 
the territory of Dutch East India (Nederlandsch Oost India), 
are situated between 6° N. and 11° S. latitude, and between 
958 and 141° E. longitude. 

In 1602 the Dutch created their East India Company. This 
company conquered successfully the Dutch East Indies, and 
ruled them during nearly two centuries. After the dissolution 
of the company in 1798 the Dutch possessions were governed 
by the mother country. 

Politically, the territory, which is under the sovereignty of 
the Netherlands, is divided in (1) lands under direct govern- 
ment; (2) vassal lands; (3) confederated lands. 

With regard to administration, the Dutch possessions in the 
East Indies are divided into residencies, divisions, regencies, 
districts, and dessas (villages). They are also very often classi- 
fied as follows: (1) Java and Madura; (2) the outposts— 
Sumatra, Borneo, Riouw-Lingga Archipelago, Banca, Billiton, 
Celebes, Molucca Archipelago, the Lesser Sunda Islands, and a 
part of New Guinea. ; 

The following table shows the values of the imports into and 
exports from the Dutch East Indies, distinguishing the prin- 
cipal islands, for the years 1895, 1896, and 1897, the figures 
being taken from the Dutch official returns :— 


Trade of the Dutch East Indies. 


Imports. Exports. 
1895. | 1896. | 1897. 1895. | 1896. | 1897. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Java and Madura ... «+ | 8,849,000 | 9,123,000 | 9,469,000 || 14,480,000 | 11,870,000 | 11,850,000 
Sumatra and Riouw ... | 2,640,000 | 2,773,000 | 3,463,000 || 2,932,000 | 3,338,000 | 3,949,000 
Banca and Billiton oer 153,000 149,000 155.000 32,000 49,000 22,000 
Dutch Borneo a em 255,000 234,000 275,000 275,000 286,000 473,000 
Celebes oh nas A 589,000 653,000 721,000 639,000 645,000 733,000 
Bali and Lombok ... es 174,000 177,000 154,000 140,000 195,000 159,000 
Other islands re 78,000 72,000 61,000 143,000 | 178,000 | 266,000 
Total ... ee ... | 12,738,000 | 13,181,000 | 14,298,000 || 18,641,000 | 16,561,000 | 17,452,000 


The chief articles of import into the Dutch East Indies are 
yarn and cotton goods from the United Kingdom, iron and 
steel manufactures from Belgium and the United Kingdom, 
wine and spirits from France, and machinery of all sorts from 
the United Kingdom and Germany. 

Java, the most important of the colonial possessions of the 
Netherlands, was formerly administered, politically and socially, 
on a system established by General Johannes Graaf Van den 
Rosch in 1832, and known as the “culture system.” It was 
based in principle on the officially superintended labour of the 
natives, directed so as to produce not only a sufficiency of food 
for themselves, but a large quantity of colonial produce best 


suited for the European market. The “culture system” com- 
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prised the forced labour of the natives employed in the cultiva- 
tion of coffee, sugar, indigo, pepper, tea, tobacco, and other 
articles. At present, the labour of the natives is only required 
for the produce of coffee, which is sold by the Government partly 
in the colonies, but mostly in the Netherlands. By the terms of 
a bill which passed the Legislature of the Netherlands in 1870, 
the forced cultivation of the sugar-cane is now totally abolished. 

Enormous capital is being invested in the oil fields of the 
islands of Sumatra and Java. The “ Petroleum Maatschappij 
Moera Enim,” which was organised in 1897 at Amsterdam with 
a capital stock of 10,000,000 florins (833,000/.) has secured con- 
cessions on a large tract of land in the residency of Palembang, 
Sumatra, and there will be in the near future a great demand 
for oil well machinery and appliances used in the petroleum 
industry. Other leading companies engaged in the oil industry 
are the ‘Oost Indische Exploratie-Maatschappij.” (East Indian 
Exploration Company) of Amsterdam, which works the deposits 
in the districts of Singendul, Singenlor and Manggar; the 
““Japara Petroleum Maatschappij,”’ chartered for fifty years 
with a capital stock of 500,000 florins, was recently formed inj 
The Hague, and will develop oil fields located in the residency 
of Japara, Java, north-east of Samarang. 

Large quantities of sugar machinery are imported year by 

ear. In 1897 there were 187 sugar factories: in operation, 
with a total output of 585,870 tons of sugar. New factories are 
being constantly erected. The cane sugar industry is in a 
flourishing condition, and the demand for sugar machinery is 
always a good one. Great Britain and Germany supply the 
market. Nothing in this line has been imported from the 
United States. 
The gold-mining industry has a great future before it. 
According to the French Consul at Batavia, gold has been 
known from time immemorial to exist in the Island of Celebes, 
where the natives have always made use of the precious metal 
as a medium of exchange. It is, however, only during the past 
two years that any serious attempt has been made to discover 
the extent and richness of the auriferous deposits. Small pri- 


vate companies were formed, and as a result of the excellent 


profits secured by the founders, the shares were in such heavy 
demand that prices rapidly inflated until they now stand at a 
phenomenal level. Speculation has become so rife that any 
amount of capital is available for the exploitation of auriferous 
properties. At present, only one company is at work, the 
“ Nederlandsch Indische Mijnboun Maatschappij.” It is stated, 
however, that other mining companies will shortly be at work. 
There will then be an enormous demand for mining machinery 
and plant, and the opportunity should not be lost by manu- 
facturers, who would do well to send representatives to Batavia. 
Some of the gold fields are stated by speculators on the spot 
to rival those of the Transvaal. 
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It may be added that the above-named Netherlands India 
Mining Company ordered the necessary machinery from Ger- 
many. One or two other companies obtained their equipments 
from England. 

The teak forests belong to the Government. Some 500,000 
cubic feet of timber of all kinds are felled every year. There are 
several important saw-mills in the islands, equipped with 
English-made machinery. 

A special demand exists for rice hullers. The extremely 
fertile soil produces rice and maize in large quantities. Rice 
forms the chief food of the natives. 

The chief articles of export from the Dutch East Indies are 
coffee, sugar, rice, spirits of all kinds, tobacco, and copra. 

A report published in the “ Manufacturer” says that the best 
way to introduce goods into the Dutch East Indies would doubt- 
less be to send thither an experienced salesman. Should a 
single manufacturer not be able to do so, several manufacturers 
should co-operate to this end, and there is no doubt that the 
trip would prove remunerative. A traveller could stop first at 
Genoa and Naples, at Alexandria and Cairo, at Aden, Colombo, 
visit the two principal commercial cities in British Indies, Bom- 
bay and Calcutta, Singapore, and then proceed to Batavia. On 
his return trip he could touch at Bangkok, the chief commercial 
centres of China, the prospective terminus of the Great Siberian 
Railway, Vladivostock, which is growing more and more in 
commercial importance, and could also pay a visit to Japan and 
the Philippine Islands. 

The next best way would be to establish a reliable agency at 
Batavia, which is the commercial metropolis of the Dutch East 
Indies. The population in 1896 was 124,500, of which about; 
9,000 were Europeans. A railway line connects Batavia with 
Sourabaya, Samarang, and Tjilatjap. 

‘Batavia is the centre of the trade which the Dutchmen are 
carrying on with China, Japan, and India. Almost all European 
countries, as well as the United States, have their Consuls at 
Batavia. Banking facilities leave nothing to be desired. Most 
of the leading Amsterdam banks, such as the Nederlandsch- 
Indische Handelsbank, &c., have branches in Batavia. 

Other important trade centres are: Samarang, on the island 
of Java; 85,000 inhabitants, of which about 4,000 are Europeans. 
It is connected by rail with Batavia. Samarang is the chief seat 
of the forest industry. 

Sourabaya, west of Samarang, has 125,000 inhabitants, of 
which 7,000 are Europeans. Railway and tramway lines start 
here to the interior, to Malang and Kediri, the two principal 
centres of the coffee industry. Sourabaya is the busiest indus- 
trial city of the Dutch East Indies, and has large machine shops 
and docks. The Nederlandsch Indische Industry Maatschappij, 
for instance (capital 100,000/.), build machinery, boilers, &c., 
have extensive repair shops, and are at the same time leading 
importers of all kinds of machinery and tools. 
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The East Asiatic markets have a great future before them. 
It it is taken into consideration that some Asiatic countries 
import to-day already far larger quantities of manufactured 
goods than Mexico, Central and South America together, it will 
be understood that such important fields should not be neglected. 

The —— islands of the Philippine group are Luzon, the 
most northerly of the group, in which is situated Manila, the 
head centre of trade; the Visayas group, including Panay and 
Cebu (where are Iloilo and Cebu, the other chief ports of the 
Archipelago), and Mindanao, in the south. The total popula- 
tion is estimated at 7,030,000 souls. 

The principal agricultural products exported are sugar, hemp, 
and tobacco, and to some extent coffee, the cultivation of which, 
however, has of late greatly decreased. Indigo, sapanwood, and - 
copra may also certainly be expected to take a higher place in 
the Philippine trade in the future than to-day is the case. Rice 
and maize are only grown for home consumption, and even for 
this purpose the supply is not large enough. ; 

The islands yield pit coal, iron, gold, silver, copper, &c., for 
the most part of good quality, and recently petroleum has been 
struck. Careful and expert explorations have several times 
been undertaken by engineers, yet never to the extent neces- 
sary to start lucrative mining, nor yet over a sufficiently ex- 
tensive area. 

The trade of the Philippines is largely in the hands of the 
Chinese, of whom there are 50,000 in Manila alone, engaged in 
every branch of commerce and industry; but there are old- 
established British firms at Manila with branch establishments 
at Iloilo and Cebu, and in later years the Germans, Belgians, 
and Swiss have been extending their trading operations to a 
remarkable extent. 

The latest report of H.M. Consul at Manila deals with the 
trade for the year 1897. The value of the imports for that year, 
as compared with 1896, were as in the following table :— 


Imports of 1896. 1897. 
$ $ 
Spanish merchandise... 6,450,000 7,966,000 
Other merchandise ... 6,250,000 5,022,000 
Total ae 12,700,000 12,988,000 


These figures do not include imports from Hong Kong and 
China, which are brought in by Chinese, and consist of flour, 
petroleum, silk, matches, and comestibles. 

Roughly estimating, these would amount to $3,000,000 
during the past year, which added to the imports from Europe 
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would leave a grand total of imports to Manila alone of close 
upon $16,000,000 for the year 1897. 

During the first few months of 1897 exchange remained 
steady at 2s. 3d. per dollar 4 m/st. bank paper on London, but 
about the latter end of April, in consequence of a drop in the 
value of silver, the rate fell to 2s. 14d. From that date onwards 
the value of the dollar fell, until on 1st September it reached 
the unprecedented figure of 1s. 33d. London quotation of silver 
at that date was 24d. per ounce. From the middle of September 
to 6th December the rate fluctuated up and down, but always 
with an upward tendency until at that date 2s. ld. was reached, 
at which it remained until the close of the year. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that importers lost heavil 
on their contracts, having sold to arrive at a basis of 2s. 3d. 
exchange, and by the time the goods actually came to hand 
they had to face a drop in many instances of 15 to 20 per cent. 

A further blow to the import trade was the imposition of an 
increased duty of 6 per cent. ad valorem. This additional duty 
was a very heavy tax on the native consumer of cheap clothing, 
and it is easily understood that for a time the sale of piece-goods 
was paralysed, as the native, being accustomed to buy his piece 
of print or muslin, as the case may be, at a given figure, could 
not straightway face the tremendous rise in price that was re- 
quired to compensate for both the fall in exchange and the 
increased duty. 

The principal articles of export from the Philippines are 
hemp and sugar. The amount of hemp exported from Manila 
and Cebu in 1897 was 112,754 tons, as compared with 96,736 
tons in 1896. 201,813 tons of sugar were exported from the 
three Philippine ports of Manila, Iloilo, and Cebu, as compared 
with 209,439 tons in 1896. Other articles of export are sapan- 
wood, tobacco (leaf or manufactured), copra, indigo, &e. Lloilo 
is the next important trading place after Manila. The value 
of the imports into Iloilo are set down as 44,0007. in 1897, as 
compared with 135,000/. in 1896, and the exports thence were 
valued at 825,000/. in 1897, as against 927,000/. in 1896. 

The Consul states in his report that he is indebted to the 
courtesy of two of the principal British merchants for the in- 
formation contained therein, owing to the Spanish Government 
not publishing any statistics on trade for the past year until 
perhaps it is too old to be of any further interest; the only 
means, therefore, of obtaining information is by applying to 
the British mercantile firms, whose returns can be fully relied 
upon. 

PWith regard to the trade of the United Kingdom with the 
Philippines, the following tables show the values of the imports 
and exports for the twelve months ended 31st December, 1898, 
and the three months ended 31st March, 1899, as compared with 
—— periods of 1897 and 1898, distinguishing the principal 
articles : — 
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Imports into the United Kingdom from the Philippines. 


Twelve months ended 


Three months ended 


December 31st. March 31st. 
Articles. 
1897. 1898. 1898. 1899. 
£ £ £ £ 
Hemp... Nee 759,000 1,012,000 123,000 102,000 
Sugar (unrefined) 311,000 399,000 37,000 54,000 
All other articles 209,000 85,000 2,000 73,000 
Total 1,279,000 1,496,000 162,000 229,000 


Exports from the United Kingdom to the Philippines. 


Twelve months ended 


Three months ended 


December 31st. March 8lst. 
Articles. 
1897. 1898. 1898. 1899. 
£ £ 
Cotton piece goods 198,000 92,000 55,000 35,000 
All other articles 202,000 121,000 53,000 35,000 
Total ... 400,000 213,000 108,000 70,000 


| 
| 
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VII.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH TRADE WITH 
EGYPT. 


The Board of Trade have received from the British Chamber of 
Commerce in Egypt a copy of its Annual Report for 1898, from 
which the information in the following pages is derived. 

With regard to the trade in Manchester goods, the year 1898 
opened under somewhat depressing conditions, the demand being 
poor, prices weak, and stooks rather inflated by large imports during 
the previous year. During the first quarter of the year sales were 
considerably below those of 1897, but during the second quarter 
they were slightly better, and continued to show an improvement 
until the close of the year, although it cannot be said that at any 
time the trade in Manchester goods was brilliant. Nevertheless, 
when taken all round, the year’s trade in Egypt has not been un- 
satisfactory. 

In Cairo and Upper Egypt the depression during the first few 
months of the year was especially felt. It will be remembered’ that 
the yellow maize crop in 1897 was almost a complete failure. In 
1898 the maize, bean and corn crops in Upper Egypt were good, 
but prices in Cairo and Alexandria were low, with the result that 
the fellah’s purchasing powers were again crippled, and money 
which would probably have been spent in cotton clothes under 
ordinary circumstances, had to be employed in meeting more pres- 
sing wants. In Alexandria and Lower Egypt prospects generally 
bore an equally gloomy aspect during the first few months of the 
year, but later on a better demand for goods set in from different 
quarters, and had it not been for the small cotton crop, coupled 
with low prices during the first months of the cotton season, a 
good year’s trade would undoubtedly have been the all-round 
result. Probably the stocks carried forward to 1899 are smaller 
than those carried forward to the year under review. 

A certain number of failures have taken place during the course 
of the year, though probaby fewer than was generally anticipated 
at its beginning and only one or two of any magnitude. It might 
be useful to draw attention to the fact that one of the great risks 
to which merchants are exposed in Egypt is the risk of fire. Only 
a small proportion of the native firms to whom merchants are 
obliged to give credit are insured against fire and especially is this 
the case in the provincial towns and villages, where premiums are 
high. 

"The consequence is that, in addition to the ordinary risks of 
trade, merchants have to count against the risks of fire in selling 
their goods upcn credit. Attention is especially drawn to this 
serious risk with the view of inducing merchants to bestir them- 
selves in the matter in Egypt and at home, by either insisting 
upon their customers insuring the contents of their business 
premises or by endeavouring to make arrangements with some 
enterprising fire insurance, whereby at least their own portion of 
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the risks would be covered in consideration of a reasonable 
yearly premium. 

The following table shows the value of the imports of Manches- 
ter goods into Egypt in 1898 :— 


Import of Manchester Goods in 1898. 


Average Average 
Number weight value Total 
Description of. of per bale per value in 
bales. in bale 
kilos, in £E. 
Grey T. and §, cloth ca 3,749 1,160 702 265,241 
Prints 2,611 850 1043 272,849 
White shirtings ... abt 2,416 1,000 82 198,112 
Cotton yarns ae So 1,927 1,085 598 114,897 
Croydons ... 1,757 1,150 944 165,597 
Plain black and coloured 
cloth 1,268 900 112} 142,650 
White tanjibs, soft finish... 1,038 940 903 93,670 
Linen yarns ois oa 972 1,150 64% 62,572 
Union scrims a oe 798 1,000 61 48,678 
Coloured jaconets... 789 450 72 56,808 
White L cloth, soft ‘finish... 682 1,125 68% 46,631 
Grey mulls .. , 610 680 654 39,802 
Coloured cotton yarns oes 567 1,030 843 47,911 
Grey tanjibs ane ie 277 1,000 61 16,897 
Drills 249 825 66 16,434 
Crapes, Swiss checks, 
brocades ... 240 900 90 21,600 
White mulls oe oes 175 550 523 9,231 
Linen scrims ask ass 167 700 77 12,859 
Oxfords... 135 825 66 8,910 
Victorialawns ... 109 1,000 55 5,995 
Dhooties, grey and white... 99 100 112 11,088 
Arabian _ see oo 82 1,000 49 4,018 
Grey twills.. ive soe 57 900 55 3,135 
Sheetings ... 54 500 41 2,24 
Prints, satiné, for furniture 54 850 136 7,344 
White twills aa ove 51 800 654 3,340 
Cotton flannelettes eee 50 600 60 3,000 
Cambrics, hard finish ... 50 1,000 74 3,700 
L cloth sp an 49 900 55 2,695 
Panjibs —«.. 48 1,100 AQ} 2,376 
Light prints he ste 38 500 80 3,040 
Grand drills, cetaries... 23 900 72 1,656 
Linen bed-ticks, checks ... 19 750 58 1,102 
Fancy striped cotton cloth 
(Bazin) ... 13 500 50 650 
Doria stripes, grey “and soft 
finish ... 11 800 77 847 
Cretons for furniturs ose 10 780 96 960 
Fine Victoria lawns | .. 10 250 65 6F0O 
Striped linen for mattresses 9 300 34 306 
Sundry articles... 21 1,150 
Bales... 21,284 £E.1,700,624 


Average value per bale...  £E. 79-900 


1,700,624 
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A word of warning may be given to those interested in the 
yarn trade, for during 1898 certain qualities of foreign spun 
have found their way on to the Egyptian market, and have 
competed successfully with the British article. It would be 
as well not to under-rate the importance of this competi- 
tion, which is still in its infancy. British trade with Egypt in 
linen bed-ticks and in striped linen for mattresses has also fallen 
off considerably. The demand for farming implements does not 
increase so rapidly as might be expected seeing that a large 
additional amount of land is being annually brought under 
cultivation. Manual labour still continues to do the bulk of 
the work, partly because of the cheapness and partly from the 
national disinclination to adopt new labour-saving appliances. 
This, however, must in time be remedied, for as the vast regions 
which have been recently re-conquered in the south come under 
civilised management it is absolutely certain that a large guantity 
of machinery will be required to develop it, especially after the 
“native apathy and prejudice have been overcome. Such imple- 
ments are now so perfectly manufactured, so economical and 
suitable for use in the country that it is only a question of time 
for their more general adoption. 

With regard to cement the quantity needed has been considerably 
augmented in consequence of the extensive operations developed 
in Upper and Lower Egypt and for the weirs and _ barrage. 
In addition to the existing supply already received from Eng- 
land, it is gratifying to note that much of the cement which will 
be required in future for these works is likewise being ordered 
there. Portland cement still holds its own there against other 
materials of its class. The cement known by the name of Port- 
land, which is used in the country, does not, however come only 
from England but it is largely supplied by the Continent. In 
1897 the United Kingdom sent 13,195 barrels, Belgium 33,235 
barrels, and France 44,918 barrels of cement to Egypt, the import 
from Belgium having trebled since 1895, whilst those of the other 
two countries remained nearly stationary. 

The demand for rails is likely to be increased through the 
acquirement of the new Soudan provinces, as well as by the im- 
portant improvements now under contemplation in the permanent 
way of the State Railways in Egypt proper. Engineering tools men- 
tioned in the last report as having been almost exclusively received 
from the United Kingdom, .continue to give the same satisfactory 
results, but increased energy is needed for British manufacturers 
to hold their own against the very keen competition which now 
prevails with the American and Continental markets. ; 

The construction of light railways, which will be invaluable in 
opening up the country to business, is making rapid strides, and 
has already absorbed much material. New lines will now be 
opening up, and a further considerable quantity of materials will 


necessarily be required. ay 
A company called the Egyptian Markets, Limited, which was 
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successfully floated last November, was formed for the purpose of 
working a thirty years’ concession granted by the Egyptian 
Government for the construction and management of official 
cattle and produce markets in a hundred and twenty centres in 
Upper and Lower Egypt. The company will certainly require for 
their constructions a very considerable supply of materials of every 
description. 

A very keen competition with foreign firms exists in the manu- 
facture of lock and sluice gates for irrigation purposes, and their 
prices generally rule lower than those quoted by British houses. 

With regard to the trade of the Soudan after the fall of Dongola 
in the early part of the recent campaign, a good many traders 
went up, but failed to reap the golden harvest they anticipated. 
They found the country too poor. Later on, when Berber was 
captured, some others ventured there also, and a certain quantity 
of goods was sent up to Omdurman after its fall into the hands of 
the Anglo-Egyptian troops, but in neither place can a brisk trade 
be said to have been done. Of course, a vast extent of country 
exists between Wady Halfa and Khartoum, and when the Governor- 
General of the Soudan deems it expedient to remove the present 
restrictions it is very likely that there will be a ‘‘ rush,” especially 
on the part of native Egyptian traders, with goods, in the anticipa- 
tion of a large demand and handsome profits. To what extent 
their hopes will be realised the future only can decide. From 
what is known of the position at the present moment, two facts 
stand out very clearly : 

1. That the only goods likely to find a ready sale in any 
considerable quantity in the Soudan are those whose prices come 
within the means of an impoverished population. 

2. That intending operators should have sufficient strength and 
patience to be able to live through the probable “rush” until 
business settles down and begins to derive its importance from 
the setting-in of the tide of prosperity in the country, which will 
assuredly eventually result from the efforts of the new Governor- 
General and his administration. 

Not a few of the respectable retail dealers in Egypt, both 
British and foreign, complain of the rigour of the terms of home 
exporters compared with Continental sellers, the latter, especially 
the Germans, being much more liberal in their credits, and 
altogether making such obvious efforts to meet the desires of 
their buyers as to secure the sympathies of the local British trader 
himself. 

It seems clear that some relaxation of the present terms might 
judiciously be made to traders of whatever nationality whose 
antecedents merit it, and it should be the aim of the British 
resident agent or traveller to qualify himself to advise his principals 
on this point. Whilst saying this, it is necessary to sound a note 
of warning against the great danger of according credits to traders 
without prior enquiry as to their standing. More than one such 
case, within the knowledge of the Committee, where this was done, 
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has terminated disastrously. Although the commercial travellers 
of British nationality are more to be seen in Egypt than formerly, 
they are still inferior in point of numbers to those of their 
Continental competitors, and their forces undoubtedly require to be 
increased. The French and Italian languages are those most 
commonly known amongst the middlemen in Egypt, with whom the 
travellers would have to deal, and of those tongues, or at least one 
of them, they ought to possess a colloquial knowledge. The visits 
to Egypt of these agents with such frequency, and at such seasons 
as may be found expedient in their respective lines of business, 
could not fail to have an influence infinitely superior to the most 
lavish distribution of trade circulars. When destined for other 
than British houses circulars and trade lists should be either in 
French or Italian, and weights and measures of the metric 
system employed. If the Egyptian tariff piastre—of which 974 
form 1J. sterling—were used for the price quotation, these publica- 
tions would attain the maximum of clearness and intelligibility 
for all classes of foreign purchasers of British goods residing 
in Egypt. Quotations thus made in the money of the country 
would necessarily imply that any loss on exchange in getting the 
funds home would be for account of the British vendor, and in cases 
where the latter would be unwilling to accept this as one of the 
possible charges on the business a note to that effect might be 
inserted in the circulars. 

In conclusion, the report of the British Chamber of Commerce 
in Egypt states that, in all cases where the enquiries of 
members addressed to the Chamber bear upon individual or 
trading firms in that country, it is of the highest importance 
that the names of the same should be given fully and accu- 
rately, and, whenever possible, accompanied by the address, line of 
business, or some indication permitting of assurance of identity, for 
among the numerous small native and foreign traders the same or 
similar names frequently recur, and a mistake in the individual 
intended may turn out disastrously for the enquirer. Enquiries 
have been addressed to the Chamber upon persons, whom every 
effort has faiied to discover, sometimes because they were esta- 
blished in towns other than Alexandria, sometimes, perhaps, because 
in an attempt to obtain goods fraudulently the names given were 
altogether fictitious. 

On the subject of foreign trade competition the Chamber has 
received from one of its most esteemed contributors, a firm of over 
twenty years’ standing in Egypt, a communication which it has 
been thought well to give here textually. It runs as follows :— 

“Up to the present British manufacturers in general have confined 
themselves to asking for information upon the articles which they 
make, and despatching to Egypt assortments, more or less complete, 
of their goods, accompanied by numerous circulars and price lists. 
By way of result they obtain some letters from their correspondents 
there asking, perhaps, for further particulars, but orders rarely 
follow, as these correspondents are in most cases simple commission 
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agents, possessing no technical knowledge of the goods they offer, 
and unable to meet any demand for modifications which buyers 
may put forward; every point has to be referred to the home 
manufacturers, hence loss of time and little business. Now, what 
is the course of action adopted by German manufacturers on the 
Egyptian market, which is yearly absorbing more and more of 
their products? They visit Egypt in person, or at least send here 
travellers, very frequently their sons, fully acquainted with their 
goods, authorised to make discounts upon the quoted price, to 
extend the terms of credit, to modify the pattern, size or shap> of 
the articles offered in order to conform to local taste or require- 
ments, and, in short, to arrange any and all conditions with the 
buyers as may be necessary to lead to business. These travellers 
have the assistance of the resident agent, who is known to and 
enjoys the confidence of the local buyers, and with his help they 
are very successful in obtaining orders, which, executed in a satis- 
factory manner the first time, secure future preference. The 
travellers come once and sometimes twice a-year to visit their 
clients in Alexandria, Cairo, and the towns in the interior; to 
secure a trial order they are prepared to make every possible 
concession to the buyers, and in particular are liberal in their 
credits, both as regards amount and time. It is unquestionably 
a great drawback attaching to many classes of British manu- 
factures, that they are offered here, not direct, but through the 
medium of export houses, whose profit has, of course, to be 
added to the cost of the article, whereas the German manu- 
facturers, being in direct contact with the local buyers, can offer 
their goods at a correspondingly low price. That this is one of 
the important elements in their success is a fact which cannot be 
shirked.” 

Amongst the goods consumed in Egypt in which articles of 
British origin ought to figure more largely may be mentioned 
hardware, sporting guns, ready-made clothing (high-class trade), 
household and under linen, common woollen and cotton shawls, 
candles, bed-covers, quilts and blankets, earthenware, &c. As the 
opening up of the Soudan may be looked for at an early date the 
moment is favourable for British manufacturers to study more 
closely the requirements of Egypt in order to better appreciate 
what will be wanted in the newly-acquired provinces, especially in 
Manchester goods and hardware. During the last few years an 
important consumption has been developed there of a tissue known 
by the name of “flanelle coton imprimé,” having a width of from 
70 to 73 centimetres, which comes chiefly from Alsace and, in a 
lesser degree, from Austria and Italy. The British manufacturers 
ought to be able to furnish this article quite as well as -their 
Continental competitors, and it is worthy of special attention, as 
the Soudan will probably present a new and important market for 
it. The manufacturers of Alsace owe their present predominance 
there in this article to their very extensive assortment of patterns, 
and to this point particular consideration should be given at home. 
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It would certainly be to the advantage of British trade were 
quotations established on the bases of the metre, the: litre, and 
the kilo., the employment of the metric. system of weights and 
measures in Egypt continuing to extend. 

A circumstance worthy of note is the tendency which has of late 
been developing in the import trade to put itself in more direct 
contact. with the buyers in the important commercial centres in 
the interior of the country. 

Importers in general would welcome the carrying into. effect of 
the project of the National Bank of Egypt to. establish agencies in 
the interior, as they would be able to largely assist in the develop- 
ment of the growing trade. 


VIII.—TRADE MARKS AND TRADE ADVERTISEMENTS 
IN TURKEY. 


Attention has often been called in trade reports to the sensi- 
tiveness of the Turkish Censor. 

Manufacturers wishing to find a market in Turkey should be 
careful that there is nothing in their trade marks or circulars 
which can possibly offend the religious or political susceptibili- 
ties of this official. Neglect of this point entails arrest of the 
goods at the Custom House. 

Two recent examples will illustrate the nature of the control 
exercised :—A firm designed for use in Turkey a trade mark in 
which the star and crescent figured. Having some experience 
of the country, the firm, before using the trade mark, had it 
submitted to the Director of the Custom House. He advised 
the removal of the star and crescent. 

Another firm, profiting by the advice frequently given in 
trade reports, took the trouble to have the advertisement and 
directions for use of their goods—a special brand of soap—trans- 
lated into Turkish, and each piece of soap wrapped in a copy 
of this translation. Unfortunately, the translation was done 
in London, and in translating the phrase, “ appointed by Royal 
warrant soapmakers to Her Majesty the Queen,” the translator 
made use of a title which is by general usage only applied to 
his Majesty the Sultan. This solecism did not escape the keen 
eye of the Censor, and the importer was offered the alternative 
of sending the consignment of twenty cases of soap back to 
England or opening each piece of soap and removing the 
obnoxious label. 

Where there is any doubt it is well to ask advice of a com- 
petent agent, or of Her Majesty’s Consulate beforehand, but as 
a general rule anything which could by any possible stretch of 
the imagination be in any way connected with Islamism or the 
Sultan should strenuously be avoided. 
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IX.—TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES IN THE 
FRENCH SOUDAN. 


The foreign trade of the Soudan—that is the importation of 
European goods and the exportation of indigenous products— 
remains at the present entirely in the hands of more or less 
extensive colonies of Arabs, who have been settled for cen- 
turies past at the principal trading stations and rallying points 
of the various caravans. This Arabic commercial zone, fed by 
North Africa, has a considerably larger extent than is generally 
supposed. It includes all the Sahara, the plains lying between 
Lake Tchad and the Niger Delta, the district of Bornu with 
Kuka, Matsena, and Lindoe; that of the Houssas, with Kano, 
Katsena, and Sokoto, and to the south of Lake Tchad, Northern 
Adamawa and Baghirmi. From Timbuctoo, North African 
merchandise penetrates as far as Salaga. 

Arab tribes, who can travel economically, can supply these 
districts at a far cheaper rate than can the English firms of the 
coast of Guinea, and the southern circuit of these peoples in 
the Western Soudan is also that of the North African com- 
merce. 

To the north and east of Lake Tchad, the rincipal centres 
of Arab trade are Tibesti, Borku, Kanem, adai, Bahr-el- 
Ghazal, Darfur, and Kordofan. No caravans from these regions 
have ever attempted the Ubanghi and Congo route, and none 
probably ever will. All the above-mentioned districts of the 
Soudan depend for their supplies on the northern ports of the 
African Continent. 

The principal caravan routes are : — 

1. From Morocco (a).—Mogador, Marockesch, Tandeni, Tim- 
buctoo. 

(b) Tangier, Fez, Tuat, Timbuctoo. 
2. From Algeria (a).—Laghouat, Tuat, Timbuctoo. 
Biskra, Ouargla, Kano. 
3. From Tunis (a\.—Gabes, Ghadames, Ghat, Kano. 
4. From Tripoli (a).—Tripoli, Ghadames, Ghat, Kano 
(b) Tripoli, Ghadames, Ouargla, Tuat, Timbuctoo. — 
(c) Tripoli, Mourzouk, Bilma, Kuka (or Rabbeh), to the 
new station at Dekira. 
(d) Tripoli, Sirt, Sella, Koufra. 
(e) Benghazi, Andjila, Koufra, Wadai. 
5. From Egypt (a).—Cairo, Khartoum, Kordofan, Darfur, 
Wadai. 
(6) Suakin, and thence to Khartoum, Kordofan, and 
Wadai. 

“La Politique Coloniale,” of the 18th April last, points out 
that the French command all the caravan routes except those 
of Morocco and Egypt. 

With regard to French Soudan proper—that is, roughly 
speaking, the district stretching from Say to Senegal and from 

B2 
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Timbuctoo to Konakry—the following tables show the value of 
its trade, which is carried on chiefly vd Senegal : — 


Imports into the French Soudan. 


Article. 1896. 1897. 1898. 
Via.Senegal :— 

Cotton Manufactures— £ 
British ... 66,100 32,900 40,600 
Indian ... | 40,400 27,900 37,800 
French ... ene ove | 25,400 15,300 10,000 
Belgian and Dutch ... one ani ves) 26,800 16,000 20,500 

Cotton yarns... ene ose 1,600 3,200 


12,800 | 15,800 
Wine, beer and spirits ... nels dive «| 18,700 10,400 | 14,800 


Tobacco ... wee woe 2,700 1,500 | 2,000 
All other articles (as merchandise) ... .»| 13,800 14,600 20,300 
Articles imported for the Government ... 249,000 205,000 273,009 
| 
Total via Senegal ... ate Bee ...| 464,000 338,000 438,000 
All articles ria the Southern Route ... 19,800 
Totalimports ... .. * | * | 457,800 
Exports from the French Soudan. 
Articles. 1896. 1897. 1898. 
| £ 


Via Senegal :— 


| 
Gum 15,500 | 68,500 54,800 
+ 11,100 
Earth nuts .| 400 1,900 8,800 
Millet and maize 1,400 2,700 2,500 
Ivory wis oes 300 800 1,600 
Qther artic] wee 7,700 | 14,700 8,300 


Total via Senegal ... 


Via the Southern routes... 10,800 


31,100 111,600 104,700 
* * 


| 
Total exports 115,509 


The exports vid the southern routes—i.e., vid French Guinea, 
Sierra Leone, and Liberia—are said to consist entirely of 
rubber. About one-half the amount exported vid French 
Guinea, and all the amount exported to Liberia is consumed 
in those colonies. That which is sent vid Sierra Leone is in 
transit for oversea shipment. 

The value of the trade by caravan northwards across the 
Sahara with Morocco, Algiers, and Tunis cannot be given. 


* Cannot be stated. 7 Less than £50. 
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X.—AMERICAN COMPETITION WITH BRITISH 
TRADE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


The United States Consul at Cape Town reports that large 
shipments of galvanised barbed wire have been made to Natal 
by American manufacturers. Prices are said to be 20 per cent. 
lower than English quotations. 

A consignment of 3,000 tons of Pocahontas coal has reached 
Cape Town. 

An order for 40,000 tons of American rails for Cape Colony 
has, it is stated, been placed ata price 20 per cent. under Englis 
quotations. A large order for tubing has gone to America, 
which was, it is alleged, refused by a firm in Scotland, the 
American company complying with the customer’s demand for 
longer lengths. The two last-named orders amounted together, 
it is stated, to 500,000/7. 

Statisticians calculate that the value (approximate) of Ameri- 
can imports into South Africa for the year 1898 will show an 
increase of 932,609/. over 1897, or at the rate of 40 per cent. ; 
this notwithstanding the fact that the total imports into South 
Africa for 1898 are less than in 1897. 

A conference of British manufacturers is proposed to lessen 
foreign competition in South Africa. The « British and South 
African Export Gazette” says :— 

“The solicitude with which the South African market is 
being studied by our various trade rivals has been alluded to 
in this journal on almost innumerable occasions. A striking 
object lesson in this direction is furnished by a circular re- 
cently sent out by the Philadelphia Commercial Museum, copies 
of which are, we believe, being scattered broadcast throughout 
South Africa, and their tenor shows the earnestness and 
thoroughness with which manufacturers on the other side of 
the Atlantic are now taking in hand the task of opening up a 
market for their wares in our colonies. 

“ Among other firms, the circular was forwarded to Messrs. 
Baker, Bradshawe & Co., hardware merchants, Cape Town, who, 
in communicating its contents in a letter to a London contem- 
porary, pertinently inquired whether something cannot be done 
in the Old Country to strengthen the position of the British 
manufacturer? This firm goes on to inquire whether English 
manufacturers are asleep, and why they cannot combine to 
safeguard their own interests, and points out that already the 
majority of locks and bolts used in the colony are of American 
make, and the stores are daily extending their stocks of Ameri- 
can manufactures.” 
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XI—THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND 
TRAFFIC OF THE KAISER WILHELM CANAL. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a report, as follows, on the construction, maintenance, and 
aon of the Kaiser Wilhelm or North Sea and Baltic 

anal :— 

The first results of the working of the Kaiser Wilhelm or 
North Sea and Baltic Canal in 1896 were looked upon by the 
persons principally concerned in this enterprise as of a dis- 
tinctly disappointing nature. Now, however, in the third 
year of its active working, the outlook is far more satisfactory, 
as though the canal dues have not, as was at one time expected, 
secured the interest on the original outlay, still it is con- 
fidently hoped that the cost of maintenance will soon be covered 
by the increasing traffic. 

The total cost for the construction of the Canal is estimated 
at 7,800,000/. sterling, whereof Prussia paid 2,500,000/. sterling 
a fond perdu. The remaining 5,300,000/. were paid out of the 
Imperial Exchequer. The interest paid on these sums is 3} per 
cent. on 650,000/. sterling, and 3 per cent. on the remainder. 
The annual cost of maintenance is 112,500/. sterling, whereof 
56,2501. is absorbed by the canal, ships, and constructions, and 
the remaining 56,250/. goes to the payment of wages and 
salaries. No details are published as to the members of the 
official staff on the canal or the amount of wages and salaries 
received by them. The administration of the canal is under 
the direction of the Canal Office (Kanalamt) at Kiel, at the 
head of which is the President; there is also a Director of 
Works, with office and staff. The canal itself is divided into 
two working parts: one from Holtenau to Niibbel, and 
the other from Niibbel to Brunsbiittelkoog, these being in 
charge of “ harbour captains ” stationed at Holtenau and Bruns- 
biittel respectively. They are comparatively independent of 
each other with regard to working arrangements, steamers, 
staff, pilots, &c., the dues being levied by the Custom House 
officials. 

The canal is 61 miles in length, 29 feet 6 inches deep, the 
breadth at the water level is 197 feet, and at the bottom 
72 feet 12 inch, thus allowing room for any two vessels passing 
one another whenever they may meet. There are also nine 
“bays” or crossing stations, where the breadth is increased to 
828 feet and to 197 feet at the bottom for a distance of 820 feet, 
thus allowing two men-of-war to pass each other without fear 
of collision. There are only two locks, one at the eastern and 
one at the western entrance, where the length between the 
gates is 492 feet, the breadth. 82 feet, and the depth about 
29 feet 6 inches. The Kiel locks are generally open, and the 
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Elbe locks for about 3 to 4 hours each tide. The passage is 
now made in from 8 to 10 hours, including stoppages in the 
locks and before the “ swing bridges”’ at-Rendsburg and Bruns- 
biittel. The banks of the canal being lighted with electricity, 
ships can pass through the canal at night time. The swing 
bridges at Rendsburg and Brunsbiittel are secured by pivots on 
the embankment of the canal, each of which are provided with 
two bridges in case one should get out of order. In case of 
need, or in the event of a political emergency, the passage 
through the canal could be effected in less time than eight hours . 
(probably under six hours), but the regulation speed is fixed 
at from 6 to 7} miles per hour in order to avoid damage to the 
cement embankment by the “wash.”’ The dues from Friedrich- 
sort. to the entrance of the Kiel bay up to Brunsbiittel are in- 
cluded in the canal dues. The principal engineering works 
connected with the construction of the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal 
are: (1) The locks at either end; (2) the bridges at Griin- 
thal on the Neiimunster Heide line, and at Suensau, near Kiel, 
on the Echenférde line, through which four-masted vessels are 
able to pass freely without delay, the height of the arches from 
already alluded to, which are 828 feet long and 164 feet broad. 
These bridges lie parallel with the banks of the canal, and 
the water being 137 feet 92 inches; (3) the “swing bridges” 
only require two minutes to be placed in position for working, 
which is done by hydraulic power. There is also.a third “ swing 
bridge” to the north of Rendsburg; (4) the reduction of the 
Upper Eider and lakes at Rendsburg to the level of the canal; (5) 
reducing the level of Lake Kemunden to the level of the canal, 
and connecting the two by means of a cutting, the Hider Canal 
continuing to flow into Lake Flemhunder and tending to pre- 
vent the water becoming frozen over in the event of severe 
cold; (6) cutting through the marshes in the neighbourhood 
of Lake Kuder, near Brunsbiittel, and Lake Mechel, near Rends- 
burg, which was done by throwing eight bridges over the 
marshes, and covering these with sand until a firm footing was 
obtained. 

The most important features of the engineering work 
on the canal are the two locks at Brunsbiittel and Holtenau 
already referred to. The cost of the locks at Brunsbiittel is 
estimated at 771,750/. sterling, and those at Holtenau at 
660,0007. The locks at Brunsbiittel are protected from the cur- 
rent of the river by two moats 1,247 feet apart, the river at 
this point being 328 feet broad and 1,312 feet long, thus offer- 
ing sufficient accommodation to vessels waiting to pass through 
the canal. The locks are double, and worked by hydraulic 
power, being 82 feet broad and 30 feet in length. There is also 
an inner harbour for ships leaving the Elbe, which is 1,640 feet 
long and 656 feet broad, and a coaling station and accommoda- 
tion for vessels of war. A smaller harbour here is wy used 
by the vessels in the service of the canal. The principal regu- 
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lations for the navigation of the canal, which were stated on 
p. 392 of the “Board of Trade Journal” for April last, may 
be seen on application at the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., between 11 and 5. 

In January, 1897, Dr. Boysen, of Kiel, published a 
pamphlet, in which he discussed the causes of the un- 
satistactory results of the first year’s working of the 
canal, during which period the traffic had proved itself 
to be far less than anticipated. Dr. Boysen, however, did 
_ not attribute the non-success of the canal from a commercial 
point of view to any defect of construction, but rather to the 
high tariff, which, it appeared, had in many cases deterred 
owners from sending their vessels through the canal. In the 
case of English ships, it was remarked that many masters went 
by the old route, which has of late years been rendered safer 
by new lights and seamarks, through force of habit. On the 
publication of the original tariff great agitation was immediately 
made to have it reduced. In the absence, however, of any con- 
sensus of opinion as to what the tariff really ought to be, it was 
decided not to fix the tariff definitely by law, but to await until 
more experience had been gained in the working of the canal. 
The Bundesrath then made a provisional tariff to remain in 
force until the 1st of September, 1899, which has, on the whole, 
proved satisfactory to shipowners. The regulation speed for 
steamships in the canal was increased from 10 to 12 kilometres 
(6 to 7} miles per hour), and the general efficacy of the lowering 
of the tariff was amply demonstrated in 1897, when, in spite of 
reduced charges, the canal receipts were considerably increased. 

Amongst the classes interested in shipping the desire continues 
to prevail for a further reduction in the dues charged for using 
the canal. But in July, 1897, an article appeared in the “ Ostsee 
Zeitung” (which is supposed to have been contributed to that 
paper from a competent source) stating that a further reduc- 
tion of the canal dues is not probable for some time; and that 
it is, on the contrary, the probable intention to raise the charges 
for towage. It appears, says this article, to be the opinion of 
the superior authorities that the towing charges are quite ex- 
ceptionally low at present, and the administration of the canal 
is obliged to pay several thousand marks per annum more for 
towage than are received by vessels passing through the canal. 
In spite, however, of these remarks, which appeared in 1897, 
at the time of writing private advices from reliable sources 
would lead one to suppose that a further lessening of the tariff 
is in contemplation, though whether this will take place in 
September, or even in the course of the present year, is not 
known. The German Nautical Association continues to take a 
prominent part in the discussions on the subject in Berlin. 
The following is a table of the tariff :— 

1. Ships loaded. 
(a) For each registered ton up to 400 tons registered 
net, 7d. 
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For each registered ton exceeding 400 and up to 
600 tons registered, 5d. 
For each registered ton exceeding 600 and up to 
800 tons registered, 33d. 
For each registered ton exceeding 800 tons regis- 
tered, 2}d. 
(2) Ships in the coasting trade up to 50 registered tons 
net, for each registered ton, 5d. 
~ Ships empty or in ballast, rates as in No. 1, less 20 per 
cent. 
3. The minimum charge for No. 1 (a) and 2, 10 per cent. 
The minimum charge for No. 1 (4), 6 per cent. 

4. Towage (compulsory with Government tugs): Sailing 
vessels, when using the regular tug-trams, for the first 200 
registered tons nett, each 5d. 

For each following registered ton, 33d. 
Sailing vessels in saulanibe with Nos. 1 (a) and 2, for the 
first 200 registered tons, 3d. 
Each following registered ton, 23d. 
The charge for special tugs for sailing vessels or steamers 
is made by the canal authorities according to the size 
of the tug-boats and the time occupied. 

5. From October to March, inclusive, the dues mentioned in 
Nos. 1 to 3 will be raised 10 per cent. 

6. A fraction of a mark is to be counted as a full mark. 

7. The above-mentioned dues include the free use of all 
traffic arrangements, as also of pilotage between the Bruns- 
biittel or the Rendsburg locks, and Friedrichsort at the entrance 
of Kiel bay. They also include pilotage on the River Elbe be- 
tween the North Sea and Brunsbiittel. German vessels of war 
and transports sailing under the naval flag, as well as foreign 
ships of war, are not subject to the traffic regulations, and are 
free from all Customs control. The following are official 
statistics for the traffic in the canal from December, 1897, to 
December, 1898. According to these, 25,224 ships, measuring 
3,009,011 registered tons, passed through the canal, paying 
dues which amounted to 76,780/. sterling. The following figures 
show the increase in the traffic of through-going ships since the 
year 1896:—1896, 20,068 ships, 1,751,065 tons registered, 
48,0887. dues; 1897, 21,904 ships, 234,589 tons registered, 
59,9367. dues; 1898, 25,224 ships, 3,009,011 tons registered, 
76,7801. dues; thus showing an increase in 1897-98 of 151,620 
ships, 28,272 tons registered, and of 14,0510. sterling for canal 
dues. The tonnage of steamships has increased considerably, 
the average now being rather more than 205°19 as against 
169°84 in the previous year. The nationality of vessels passing 
through the canal was as follows:—German vessels, 7°08 per 
cent.; British vessels, 8°08 per cent.; Danish vessels, 7°38 per 
cent.; Swedish vessels, 6°06 per cent.; Norwegian vessels, 2°87 
per cent; Russian vessels, 2°54 per cent. ; Dutch ships, 2°30 per 
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cent.; Belgian ships, 0°59 per cent.; French ships, 0°17 per 
cent.; other countries, 0°71 per cent. The following table will 
show the vessels of different nationalities passing through the 
canal up to the end of March, 1898, the figures for the traftic 
up to the end of 1898 not being obtainable yet. Next to the 
German flag in point of numbers rank Denmark, Sweden, and 
Holland, but it will be noticed that British ships, though only 
numbering 344, rank after Germany in point of tonnage. In 
1896-97 British ships traversing the canal are said not to have 
exceeded 200 in number, thus showing an increase in the pre- 
sent year of 144 ships :— 


Percentage 

—— No. of ships. Tonnage. of total net 
tonnage. 
Great Britain ous 344 199,546 8:08 
Germany ... one owe ooo 20,307 1,711,549 69°30 
Denmark ... 867 182,222 7°38 
Sweden wos 747 149,630 6:06 
Norway “= 159 70,863 2°87 
Russia aes 137 62,810 2°54 
Netherlands... op — ove 486 56,907 2 30 

| 


A greater proportion of the traffic took the east to west route 
than west to east. 11,855 ships, measuring 1,355,975 tons, 
traversed the canal from east to west, while 11,253 ships, 
measuring 1,113,820 tons, went from west to east. The follow- 
ing tables will show the various ports used by the canal traffic 
and the numbers of ships and their tonnage. As will be seen, 
the ports of the Elbe rank first in point of ships and tonnage : — 


Percentage 

— No. of ships. Tonnage. of total net 
tonnage. 
Ports of the Elbe ... as po 10,337 1,020,633 20°66 
Dutch, Belgian, and Rhine ports... 1,162 483,865 9°80 
German North Sea ports ... ove 2,059 326,458 6°61 
British ports 759 311,457 6°31 
Other Western ports oes owe 233 132,57 2°68 
German Baltic ports * on 10,829 1,015,010 20°55 
Belgian and Finnish ports iia 1,138 602,863 12:20 
Swedish ports be 1,474 367,246 7-45 
Danish ports = pie ove 2,034 268,398 5-43 
Norwegian ports ... ioe 69 8,422 0-17 


14,174 vessels, measuring 351,796 tons, entered the canal 
ports and those of the Higher Eider, making 7°12 per cent. of 
the total net tonnage; 1,948 ships, measuring 50,267 tons, 
entered the ports of the ower Eider, being 1°02 per cent. of the 
total net tonnage. As regards the German coasting trade, 
16,462 ships made use of the canal. Of them, 16,091 
German vessels, 188 Dutch, 89 Danish, 49 Swedish, 21 British, 
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and 15 Norwegian were included in the favoured tariff. The 
following table shows the increase of traffic at the various ports 
for the year ending March, 1898, as compared with the pre- 
vious year :— 


Tons. 


Dutch, Belgian and Rhine ports 168,389 
Elbe ports aes 164,572 
British ports... ass se 118,922 
German North Sea port ass ... (95,966 
Baltic Sea ports 247,809 
Russian and Finnish ports __... 182,756 
Swedish ports ... 99,277 


Danish ports 72,336 


As regards local and inland traffic, the increase of traffic at 
the ports of the canal and the Higher Eider amounted to 15,946 
tons, and at the ports of the Lower Eider to 7,542 tons. With 
regard to the nature of the cargoes which were transported 
through the canal in 1897-98, vessels, measuring 783,704 tons 
were laden with piece-goods, 369,684 tons with wood, 183,756 
tons with grain, 74,688 tons with stone, 68,662 tons with coal, 
32,477 tons with iron, and 32,142 tons with cattle. Ships 
measuring 279,078 tons carried goods in bulk, and 120,815 
carried mixed cargoes. 2,978 ships, with 79,662 tons, conveyed 
passengers. A new “bay” or crossing station has been con- 
structed on the lake at Audorf, and is now the ninth in use on 
the canal. No lengthening or deepening of the bays has taken 
place during the present year owing to the anall number of 
dredgers in use. The construction of a new crossing station at 
Nibbel has been deferred for a time owing to the cost which 
would be from 10,0007. to 15,0007. A new system of lighting 
the crossing stations with lamps along the banks has been 
applied with success. Telephone communication has also been 
improved, and all the crossing stations are connected with the 
terminal stations by a Morse conductor. The traffic regula- 
tions which came into force in October, 1897, have shown very 
good results. By these the administration of each half of the 
canal is carried on by two officials (Hafenmaster), who are 
stationed at the terminal stations at either end. Timely notice 
of the arrival of every ship being sent by one official to the 
other, they are thus enabled to efficiently control all the traffic 
and to prevent delays or any ship exceeding the regulation 
speed during transit. 

From April, 1897, to March, 1898, the canal receipts amounted 
to 65,0007. sterling, and the expenses were 113,914/., thus show- 
ing a loss of 48,9147. In the year previous the canal receipts 
were only 50,842/., or 27°85 less than in 1898, and the expendi- 
ture was 103,739/. The increased expenditure is due to the 
larger tonnage of ships passing through the canal, and to im- 
provements and new constructions made in 1898. It is hoped 
that in 1899 the cost of maintenance will be covered by the 
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canal receipts. Whether, however, there is any prospect in 
the future of a return on the original cost of construction seems 
somewhat doubtful, and in this connection it must be remem- 
bered that the canal was primarily intended for purposes 
of national defence, and that therefore the outlay was consider- 
ably larger than would have been required by a purely com- 
mercial undertaking. From March, 1897, to March, 1898, the 
canal receipts were as follows :— 


1. Canal dues... £08,979 
2. Tug dues... ane 4,463 
3. Hire of canal boats, dues for accompanying 
cattle transports, &c. 164 
4, Harbour dues for use of harbours at Bruns- 
biittel and Holtenau 94 
5. Quarantine dues 1 
6. Leases, rents, fines, &c. 1,691 
Total ho ... £64,992 


3,282l. were paid for Elbe pilotage dues. The current ex- 
penses amounted in all to 113,913/. 

Compared with the previous year, the cost of pilotage was 
increased by about 1,000/. Owing to the mild winter the costs 
for ferry boats, on the other hand, were about 2,660/. less than 

-in 1897. 
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XII.—THE TRADE OF IQUITOS AND THE NAPO RIVER 
(PERU). 


A report of the British Consul at Iquitos (Peru) on the trade 
of that place states that early last year the city became the 
capital of the department of Loreto instead of Moyabamba. 
The latter place has dwindled for some time, till its trade had 
practically fallen to nothing. Iquitos, on the contrary, has been 
rapidly pushing forward, and the establishment of direct com- 
munication by means of two lines of steamers starting from 
_ Liverpool during the past year, will no doubt give a decided 
impetus to trade here.. Hitherto all goods from Europe have 
been transhipped at Para, where, owing to the Brazilian 
Customs regulations, great delays were caused in goods reach- 
ing Iquitos, while complaints of losses were frequent. As goods 
are now delivered without transhipment, much loss is avoided. 

The imports consist of all kinds of manufactured goods from 
Europe and the United States. Those from Europe are shipped 
at Liverpool, the starting port of the steamers, Hamburg, Havre, 
and Lisbon, all of which ports are called at on the outward 
voyage. It is encouraging to note that the English goods come 
in larger quantities than French or German, especially as the 
principal importing houses are nearly all one or other of the 
latter. There is only one English importing firm. From Por- 
tugal very little reaches Iquitos besides wine, potatoes, onions, 
and other provisions. Germany sends large quantities of beer, 
of which some also comes from England, though the latter does 
not appeal to the native taste so well as the less bitter German. 
Canned provisions come from all countries, as a large part of 
the food that is consumed in Iquitos is preserved. 

Unfortunately, no statistics are available of the various im- 
ports and their value. With very few exceptions it may be 
said that everything has to be imported. The native supplies 
consist of little beyond the roughest and commonest articles of 
food for the consumption of the Indian and labouring class 
population. Manufacturers may be said to be non-existent, and 
even such articles as might be produced are almost neglected. 
Tobacco in some districts is grown in limited quantities, but 
neither quality nor quantity are such as to induce foreign 
trade. There are.also a few small distilleries of cachassa, the 
native form of alcoholic liquor, prepared from sugar-cane. Fine 
fibre hats, generally known in England as “ Panama,” are 
manufactured in one district, but beyond a limited export to 
Brazil there is none but local trade in them. The whole de- 
partment is extremely backward in manufacturing. This to a 
great degree is owing to the apathy of the native population 
and the fewness of the inhabitants. Iquitos is almost the only 
centre of trade, and by far the most important one. The above 
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remarks apply specially to it, but may be taken as representative 
of the whole department. 

Trade is almost entirely in the hands of foreigners, among 
whom it is said about twenty-five nationalities are represented. 
The native Peruvians of the superior class are principally 
officials in government. employ. The bulk of the population 
of Iquitos consists of Indians and half-breeds. The population — 
of the city is variously estimated at from 8,000 to 12,000. The 
inhabitants of all classes are pleasant to get on with, though 
Europeans find the dilatoriness and delays which occur with 
everything rather trying. The Indians are peaceable and well 
disposed, but they are incorrigibly indolent and without ambi- 
tion. Almost all the rough work is done by them. 

Rubber forms the chief article of export. Most of it goes to 
Europe, and very, little attention is given to other productions 
of the district. The chief classes are Caucho and Jebe, the pre- 
sent prices of which may be taken as 30 and 50 soles* per 
arroba of 15 kilos. respectively. It may be stated that these 
figures show a marked increase during the year. The average 
for 1898 is given as 26 soles per arroba for Caucho, and 49 soles 
per arroba for Jebe. A slightly lower grade of this may be 
named as about 2 soles lower in price. There is also Sernambi, 
or scrap rubber, both of Jebe oan Caucho, the average price of 
which during the year is given as 37 soles per arroba. The total 
value of all classes during the past year is given as 202,916/., as 
compared with 206,047/. the year before, the quantities being 
1,140,523 kilos. in 1897 and 829,935 in 1898. This falling-off 
may be accounted for by the increasing inaccessibility of the 
Caucho-bearing trees, those within easy reach having become 
scarce owing to the wasteful method of gathering the gum. 
The process has been to cut down the tree aad of merely 
tapping it. The trees are all wild, and it will take some years 
to allow them to grow sufficiently to gather from again. 
Another reason for the falling-off last year, and one of perhaps 
equal weight with the former, is that a large number of the 
caucheros or rubber gatherers have gone to the Jurua and other 
Brazilian rivers, whence, however, there are grounds for saying 
the bulk of them will return. As a rule, the caucheros are not 
familiar with the collection of jebe, or fine rubber, but they are 
learning, and when they return to Peru will probably devote 
more attention to it. The proportion of this to caucho has con- 
siderably increased lately. Jebe, or fine rubber, is gathered 
by tapping the trees, a certain number of which are placed 
under the control of a gatherer, who visits them daily to collect 
the yield. 

In addition to rubber, the district yields sarsaparilla, vanilla, 
cacao, coca, copaiba, and various gums. None of these are 
regular articles of trade owing to the expense of labour and its 


* 1 sole is equal to about 2s. 


i 
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scarcity. There is little doubt that these and many other 
natural products might, with improved labour, be cultivated 
successfully. The products of the district are practically un- 
known, and will require much time for development. 

Indigo plant grows wild in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Iquitos, but no attempt is made to cultivate or prepare it. 
For a purely local industry this seems to promise the best 
results. The climate, however, is a very enervating one till the 
high mountains are reached. On all the navigable rivers it may 
be considered much the same as Iquitos. Fever of a malarial 
kind is the chief illness to be feared. Yellow fever is said not 
to be known. 

Gold is known to be found on many of the rivers, and during 
the past year several parties have been out and are still prospect- 
ing. So far all that has been got is in the form of dust, and 
hardly in remunerative quantities. From the indications it 
seems probable that gold in quantity does exist, but the precise 
localities have not been discovered. One party is now out on 
the Napo, where it is said they have found gold in fair quantity. 
In some places where it exists it is not safe for any but large, 
well-organised parties to venture, owing to the hostility of wild 
Indians. 

The main rivers are fairly well known, but the smaller rivers 
are almost unexplored. Traffic is conducted by means of canoes 
and a few launches, of which several have Iquitos as their 
headquarters. Except along the margins of the rivers, the 
country is quite unknown, as the bulk of it is covered by dense 
forest growth. It undoubtedly offers a rich field for commercial 
exploration. 

Skilled labour is costly and scarce, but there is little demand 
for it at present. In Iquitos, carpenters, builders, and other 
mechanics are said to earn from eight to twelve sols per day. 
Living is proportionately dear. The climate is a very im 
one for Englishmen, and no one, says the British Vice-Consul, 
should go there unless he has something definite in view. 

The River Napo, a tributary of the Amazons, appears to have 
been attracting some attention lately. The following parti- 
culars, which are gathered from reliable sources, may prove of 
interest. Like many of the tributaries of the main river, the 
Napo, although its course is fairly well known, is from a com- 
mercial point of view a new river, which has hardly been 
touched. The Napo, taking its rise at Cotopaxi, flows for some 
distance through: Ecuador before entering Peru, after which it 
runs through the Department of Loreto till it joins the main 
river a short distance below Iquitos. The boundary between 
the two countries, Peru and Ecuador, seems to be ill-defined, 
and may possibly become a source of trouble if the territory 
becomes valuable. It is understood that Ecuador considers that 
the whole river is in its territory, but the Peruvians do not 
assent to this. It is impossible to ascertain in Iquitos the 
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exact views of the two countries. At present the frontiers are 
taken as being at Fortaleza and Tiputini, or at the mouth of 
the River Tiputini. Gold at present is the principal attraction. 
It is said to exist in abundance in all the small rivers and 
streams running from the mountains into the Napo. So far it 
has been worked almost solely by the Indians, though others 
have done something in gold-washing. Till quite recently, 
however, no systematic attempts seem to have been made to 
prospect and work for gold. At present there is a syndicate 
who are making trials, and who are said to have met with fair 
success. These prospectors are working at a short distance 
above La Ceca. This place is in the territory of Ecuador, and 
was formerly an Indian city, the headquarters of the tribe, but 
there are now only a few houses remaining. The Napo is said 
to be navigable by steam launch as far as Aguamo at the season 
of high river, and at all times as far as the river Suno or Rio 
Loreto. This latter name is owing to the town of Loreto, in- 
habited by about 2,000 Indians, who have been civilised by 
Roman Catholic missionaries. Beyond the limits of steam 
navigation canoes can proceed as far as Port Napo. Six miles 
from this is Tenea, with about 3,000 Indians and a few white 
settlers. A little further on is Archidona, the capital of the 
Province del Oriente. In this province there are probably about 
10,000 Indians, who bear the character of being harmless and 
honest, but very lazy and without ambition. 

These Indians belong to the Jumbo tribe. Their territory 
may be said to extend as far as the Rio Aguarica, coming from 
Ecuador. Between the Aguarica and the Amazons the country 
is chiefly inhabited by the Orejones, or Oxides, tribe, who are 
more dangerous, and with whom care is necessary. On the 
upper part of the river there are a fair number of whites settled 
along the banks, the distance apart being about a day’s journey 
by canoe. 

‘The only dangerous part of the river for canoes is said to be 
a short distance from Port Napo, at a place called Latas. At 
this point a gold mine is being worked, but no results are 
obtainable. It is said to be the only mine on the river which 


‘is not worked by washing the sand. The usual method is to 


wash the sand, and it is said that the whole length of the Napo 
gold can be got by washing. It seems certain that the Indians 
can always obtain gold with very little labour to pay for what 
they want, but they are reticent about showing strangers, who 
have not got their confidence, where the most gold can be found. 
Rubber is also a product of the Napo, and some has been 
brought to Iquitos for a considerable time as an article of com- 
merce. It is, however, reasonable to suppose that much more 
rubber could be got if the river were opened up more than it 
is at present. The rubber-bearing trees appear to be found 
almost the entire length of the river. Rubber is also worked on 
the Rio Curaray, but the Indians there are apt to be trouble- 
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some. The Curaray is an important tributary of the Napo. 
Much, if not all, the rubber collected on the Napo in Ecuador 
is sent to Iquitos, the capital, whence it is sent to Guayaquil for 
shipment. The transit is a troublesome and expensive one, for 
most of the journey is by land. Iquitos is the natural port of 
shipment for the whole of the Napo, and it is not unreasonable 
to suppose that the whole of the produce gathered will ere long 
come to Iquitos for shipment. There is no doubt that like all 
the tributary streams of the Amazons the Napo district is rich 
in other products besides gold and india-rubber. Quicksilver, 
vanilla, and sarsaparilla, among other things are known to be 
procurable, and if properly worked would no doubt be re- 
munerative. The climate of the Upper Napo is more healthy 
than at Iquitos. 


| 
| | 
| 
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XITI.—SHIPPING BOUNTIES IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” reports that the Japanese 
Government has submitted to the Diet a Bill making an impor- 
tant new departure in the system of navigation encouragement. 
The method inaugurated by the laws promulgated in March, 
1896, is general in character. The present Navigation Encour- 

ment Law enacts that any iron or steel steamship of at 
least 1,000 tons (displacement), capable of steaming at 10 knots 
speed, and owned and employed by a Japanese subject on ser- 
vice between Japan and foreign countries, or on inter- 
port service in foreign countries, shall receive 25 sen* 
per ton for every thousand miles run annually, provided that 
she is constructed in such a manner as to satisfy certain pre- 
scribed requirements; and provided, further, that, if built 
abroad, she is not more than five years old at the time of re- 
gistration (for the purpose of obtaining a subsidy in Japan), 
or more than fifteen years old whenever built. With regard to 
vessels bigger and faster than the above minimum, there is a 
sliding scale of encouragement money. Thus, for every addi- 
tional 500 tons the subsidy is increased by 10 per cent., and 
for every additional knot of speed, by 20 per cent., up to 6,000 
tons and 17 knots, after which limits there is no increase. The 
nt is not permanent, of course; it is paid in full for the first 
ve years, after which it is reduced by 5 per cent. annually. 
Vessels receiving encouragement money are always to be at 
the service of the State in case of emergency. They are also 
required to carry mail matter and officials without charge, and 
they have to give free passage and suitable maintenance to 
students of navigation ; two in each ship up to 2,500 tons, three 
up to 4,000 tons, and four in larger vessels. There is also a law 
for encouraging the construction of ships in Japan. It pro- 
vides that any steel or iron steamship, of not less than 700 
tons burden, built in a Japanese yard with materials not of 
foreign manufacture (unless specially permitted by the Minister 
of Communications), shall be eligible for a bounty, on condi- 
tion that her quality satisfies legal requirements, the rate of 
bounty being 12 yen per ton from 700 to 1,000 tons, and 20 yen 
per ton for larger vessels. Further, if her machinery is made 
in the same yard, or in some other Japanese yard approved by 
the Minister of Communications, she is entitled to a further 
bounty of-5 yen per unit of registered horse-power. 

Evidently the tendency of this system is to encourage specu- 
lative shipbuilding. When it is known that a vessel satisfying 
certain conditions as to size, construction, and speed, will obtain 
from the Treasury an annual allowance sufficient to go far 
towards paying her working expenses, there is a great tempta- 


* 100 sen = 1 yen = 4s. The average value of the yen during the years 1895, 
1896 and 1897 was 2s, 15%d., 2s. 2d. and 23. 04d. respectively. 


| 
| 
q 
1 
| 
| 
| 


May 1899,] SHIPPING BOUNTIES IN JAPAN. 559: 


tion to build her on the mere chance of finding for her a modi- 
cum of employment somewhere or other. For example, in the 
case of a 4,000 ton vessel with a maximum speed of 15 
knots. Her encouragement money, according to the above 
scale, is 65 sen for every 1,000 miles run during the year. 
With such an income assured, her owners can afford to place 
her upon a line where the transport business is in itself much 
too small to warrant any services of the kind. The Govern- 
ment’s navigation aids are not, indeed, confined to the sums 
disbursed under the above laws. Various lines have to be in- 
dependently subsidised. The following details are taken 
from the various chapters of the Budget for next year :— 


Aids to Navigation in 1899-1900. 


Yen. 


Services between Nemuro and Iterup, Otsu and Hakodate, and 
Otaru and Abashiro dee eas 15,000 

aig oar Ogasawara (formerly 6 voyages annually ; now increased 
to 


Service between Ogasawara and neighbouring Islands... ose 900 
Service between Oki and Hoki ope ace ope 600 
Service to Okinawa _.... vy 5,000 
Service to Oshima and Islands of Kagoshima aoe gee +” 6,000 
Service between Okinawa and neighbouring Island eee $90 3,000 
Service to Hokkaido .., ods ae 15,000 
Subsidy to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha os 880,000 
Service to Australia... 525,657 


(This subsidy is now actually 348,900. yen, but a proposal 
to increase it will be ubmitted to the Diet.) 
Service to Bombay ove ees eee 192,108 


Service to Vladivostock vee wes one 27,717 
Service to the Yangtsze-Kiang oes 228,753 
(This subsidy is now 149,547 yen, but a proposal to increase 
it is about to be made.) 
30,179 


Service to Shanghai, Suchow and Ki-ao-chou a6 se see 
Grants under the Law of Navigation Encouragement ... eee 3,968,084 
Grants under the Law of Shipbuilding Encouragement ... oe 277,250 


| 
Total eee | 6,209,738 


It will be observed that out of the total of six millions, in 
round numbers, the new laws are responsible for 4} millions. 
It would appear that the laws are not working satisfactorily, 
and that they commit the State too deeply unless some limit is 
enacted. It has'therefore been decided to invite the Diet’s 
consent to the imposition of two restrictions. The first is that 
in the case of ships constructed abroad and registered in Japan 
subsequently to the Ist of October, 1899, only one-half of the 
encouragement money provided by the Law will be granted. 
The second is that the total period for ting assistance shall 
be eighteen years, counted from Ist October, 1896, when the 
laws went into force. The Ist of next October has been fixed 
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in consideration of the fact that all vessels, ordered in con- 
sequence of the promulgation of the Law, will be completed 
and registered by that date. To change the Law so as to ex- 
clude such vessels would be an obvious injustice, whereas, on 
the other hand, it is evidently desirable to prevent the placing 
of any new orders. Briefly speaking, the effect of these amend. 
ments is, on the one hand, to make the Navigation Encourage- 
ment Law’s operation terminate in the year 1914, and to limit 
the State’s maximum liabilities under it to approximately the 
sum now set down in the estimates. The Law for the Encour- 
agement of Shipbuilding, moreover, is to remain operative as 
originally drafted. Thus far the expenditure that its provisions 
have imposed upon the State is not large, nor is it likely to be 
large, for some time to come at all events. Shipbuilding in 
Japan shows signs of fairly rapid development, but the number 
of vessels constructed in such a manner as to satisfy the require- 
ments of the Law is insignificant. The most notable work was 
that last year completed at the Mitsu Bishi Docks in Nagasaki, 
when a six-thousand ton steamer was turned out for service on 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s European line. Although the 
Treasury must have paid encouragement money amounting to 
a hundred and thirty thousand yen, approximately, on account 
of this vessel, she proved a very heavy loss to her builders. 
They have another ship on the stocks now, and it is possible 
that the bitter experience gained in the previous case may 
bring this second venture to a profitable issue. But there are 
not many firms in Japan wealthy enough to try experiments 
so costly as those essayed by the Mitsu Bishi, and no immediate 
prospect presents itself of the Treasury’s being obliged to pay 
any large sum under the Shipbuilding Encouragement Law. 

Simultaneously with restricting the operation of the law for 
the encouragement of navigation in general, the Government 
asks the Diet to sanction yearly subsides to three special lines, 
namely :— 


Yen. 
The Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s Japan-Europe Line ... Lae we 2,673,894 
The Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s Japan-Seattle Line... oe ees 654,030 
The Toyo Kisen Kaisha’s Japan-San-Francisco Line Sip jabs 1,013,880 
Total. xi 4,341,804 


These subsidies are to commence from Ist January, 1900, and 
to continue until 3lst December, 1909, namely, a period of 10 
years. It is provided that the Nippon Yusen Kaisha must place 
upon its Japan-Europe line 12 steamers of at least 6,000 tons 
displacement, capable of steaming 14 knots; and on its Japan- 
Seattle line, 5 steamers of 6,000 tons and 15 knots; and that 
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the Toyo Kisen Kaisha must place on its Japan-San-F'rancisco 
line, 3 steamers of 6,000 tons and 17 knots. The number of 
voyages is to be 26 a year, 13 a year, and 14 a year on the 
European, Seattle, and San-Franciscan Services, respectively ; 
the vessels must not be more than 4 years old at the time of the 
commencement of the subsidy; they must satisfy the require- 
ments of law as to agpee they must carry the mails; they 
must give free pasage and maintenance to students of naviga- 
tion, as provided in the Navigation Encouragement Law; and 


they must be placed at the disposal of the State in the event 
of a national emergency. If the Diet approves of these pro- 
posals, the total sums paid by the State from next year for the 
encouragement of navigation and shipbuilding will be 10} 
million yen. 
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XIV.—THE PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA, 1861-1897. 


At the beginning of 1861 the population of Australasia, exclud- 
ing the uncivilized native races, numbered 1,221,274, which is less 
than that of New South Wales at the prosent time, and but little 
greater than that of Victoria. The increase of population from 
1861 to 1898 has been at the rate of about 3°53 per cent. per 
annum. During the greater part of this period the country largely 
gained by immigration; indeed, the stream of population was 
fairly well maintained until the close of 1891. The Government 
Statistician of New South Wales, from whose report the following 
is taken, says that it is a noteworthy fact that the years of the 
greatest prosperity of Australasia have also been those when the 
country received the largest accession of population from abroad ; 
and though it cannot be said that the influx of population brought 
prosperity, it can fairly be assumed that the stream of immigration 
which was induced by the prosperity of the colonies tended to 
keep alive and stimulate the conditions without which national 
progress would have been impossible. The following is a state- 
ment of the population at the beginning of the years stated :— 


Years. Population. 


The tonnage of shipping entered from and cleared for Great 
Britain and other ports outside of Australasia and for inter- 
colonial ports has very largely increased :— 


Years. Australasian Ports. Extra Australasian Ports. 
Tons. Tons. 
1861 1,751,628 1,076,856 
1871 one 2,950,488 1,279,416 
1881 ose 5,790,458 8,153,087 
1891 ooo 11,022,485 6,457,050 
1897 13,973,126 7,337,494 


In point of trade, Sydney is the fourth seaport of the British 
Empire, being exceeded in the value of its imports and its exports 
by London, Liverpool and Hull. Melbourne ranks sixth, following 
Glasgow, which is below Sydney. In the matter of tonnage 
entering, both Sydney and Melbourne stand very high, but not so 
high as in regard to the value of their trade. The external trade 
of Australasia—that is, the value of imports from the United 
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Kingdom and foreign countries, and of the exports thereto, taken 
together, was'as in the following table :— 


Years. Total trade. 


£ 


1897 ... oes ove ove ove 83,678,859 


~ The fall shown between 1891 and 1897 is due to a decline in 
values, and not to a decrease in the quantities of goods exchanged. 
The trade between the colonies suffered also from the fall in 
values, but the volume was well maintained. The imports and 
exports taken together were :— 


Years. Total trade. 
£ 


From the earliest days wool has been the great staple of 
Australasia. The wool clip is nearly all exported, and the total 
was 84,636,800 Ibs. for 1861, 216,394,365 lbs. for 1871, 378,738,600 
for 1881, 707,253,689 lbs. for 1891, and 625,411,345 lbs. for 1897. 

Australasia is eminently a pastoral country. It contains nearly 
one-fourth of the sheep of the world, as well as more cattle and 
horses in proportion to the population than any other country, 
while the numbers of its flocks are still increasing :— 


Years. Sheep. Cattle. Horses, Swine. 
1861 23,741,706 4,039,839 459,970 362,417 
1871 49,773,584 4,713,820 782,558 737,477 
1881 78,063,426 8,709,628 1,249,765 903,271 
1891 124,547,937 11,861,330 1,785,835 1,154,553. 
1897 103,511,108 12,159,780 1,933,607 966,201 


The total value of pastoral property, excluding land devoted 
to grazing, is 237,438,000/., while the value of stock alone is 
114,854,000/. Australasia has long maintained with Europe a 
trade in preserved meats, but the more important industry of 
chilled or frozen meat was initiated in 1882. The value of meat 
products exported was 349,928/. in 1881, 1,725,322/. in 1891, and 
3,018,412. in 1897. 
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Dairying for export is also an industry of recent establishment, 
and one which has the promise of a great future. The growth of 
the trade may be gauged from the following table showing the 
export of butter to the United Kingdom :— 


Years. lbs. 


The area under crops has increased nearly sevenfold since 1861, 
from 1,337,548 acres in that year to 9,015,364 in 1897. If to the 
land under crops be added that laid down under permanent 
artificially-sown grasses the area would be more than doubled. 
The principal crop is wheat, which covers more than half the 
area in cultivation, exclusive of sown grasses. Though exporting 
in an average season not more than nine million bushels of wheat, 
Australasia ranks sixth among the wheat exporting countries of 
the world. 

The present annual yield of the mines may be set down at 
16,000,000/., and the average for the last fourty-six years has 
been somewhat over 11,000,000/. sterling a-year. From 1852 to 


1897 there has been a total production of 519,238,840, thus 
made up :— 


Gold a ...  £399,381,186 
Silver and silver-lead_ ... bine 27,215,916 
Other minerals ... 4,172,768 


Australasia now boasts railways open to the extent of 14,587 
miles, nearly all of which are the property of the State. The 
length of line just mentioned is equal to 1 mile to every 211 
square miles of territory, and to every 304 inhabitants. Compared 
with population, Australasia is better served than even the United 
States and as well served as the Dominion of Canada. The 


length of line open was 243 miles in 1861 and 14,589 miles 
in 1898. 
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XV.—WINE DUTIES IN THE COLONIES. 


The following statement, which has been prepared at the- 
Board of Trade, shows the rates of Customs duties levied in 
the self-governing colonies on imported wine when entered for 


home consumption :— 


Self-governing Colonies. Sparkling Wines. Other Wines. 
Per gallon Per gallon, 
New South Wales ... ee 10 0 5 0) 
Victoria ose eee 12 0 8 0(a) 
South Australia 15 0 12 0(d) 
Northern Territory... 10 0 6 0(b) 
Western Australia ... 10 0 6 6(a) 
| In wood— 
6 
8 O(c) 
9 0 Australian— 
New Zealand... 5 0(d) 
Other— 
6 
Queensland ... hepa 10 0 6 0(@) 
Claret, not exceeding 20 per cent. of proof 
spirit one ooo son 
Other claret, and all other wine ex- 
Cape of Good Hope See ceeding 2 per cent., but not more than 
Natal eee 50 percent. of proofspirit 98. 
[An additional duty of 7} percent. ad val. 
is imposed on all wine not imported in 
wood, 
Dominion of Oanada (f) In bottles holding more 


than a pint but not 
more than a quart, 13s. 
63d. per doz., plus 30 
per cent. ad val. 

In bottles holding more 
than half a pint and not 
more than a pint, 63. 
93d. per doz. plus 30 
per cent. ad val. 

(The quartsand pints, 
in each case, being old 
wine measure. 

In bottles holding half a 
pint or less, 3s. 44d., 
plus 30 per cent, ad val. 


Containing 26 per cent. 
or less of proof spirit, 
ls. 0}d., plus 30 per 
cent. ad val. (f). 


Containing above 26 per 
cent. and not over 40 
per cent. of proof spirit, 
ls. 04d., plus 13d., for 
each degree over 26 per 
cent. of proof spirit, 
plus 30 per cent. ad 
val, 


Containing over 40 per 
cent. of proof spirit 
(vated as spirit), 93.10}d. 


(a) If containing more than 25 per cent. of alcohol, rated as spirit. 
() ” ” 35 proof spirit 
(ce) 


(d) ” 


” 


” 
” 
” 


” 
” 


” 
é ” ” 41 ” ” ” *9 
(/) By the Commercial Treaty between France and Canada, non-sparkling 
wines containing 26 per cent. or less of alcohol and all sparkling wines, the 
age of France, are exempt from the additional duty of 30 per cent. ad val. 
ine, the produce of British Colonies, is entitled on the same conditions as French 
wine to exemption from the 80 per cent. additional duty. 


566 NEW CUSTOMS: TARIFF OF CEYLON. [May 1899. 


Self-governing Colonies—continued. Sparkling and other Wines. 
Per gallon. 
Newfoundland (a). Champagne «178, 3d, 
Claret... 2s. 34d. 
Hock, Burgundy, and. Light 
Malaga and Montilla : 
Costing less than 3s. 3$d. 
i" per gallon at place of 
shipment... ove 1s. 53d, 
Costing 3s. 39d. per gallon, ( 4s. 1#a., 
2 or above, at place of mer andl, 
ment 
Port and Madeira one ond. 
4 4s, 12d., 
Sherry and Manzanilla ... & 124%, 
4 ad val, 


Spanish red, Denia, Sicilian, 
Figueira, red Lisbon, Cape 


and Common Lisbon... we 1s. 53d. 
4s. 63d. 

Other ove & 15° 
ad val. 


(a) When wines are imported in bottles, six reputed quarts or twelve reputed 
pints, shall be held to contain one gallon. 


; XVI—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CEYLON. 


The following statement shows the import duties now in 
force on articles imported into Ceylon, together with a list of 
those articles which may be imported free :— 


Import duties. 
Articles. Duty. 
Arms and ammunition, viz.— Rs. c. 
Fowling pieces, guns and rifles, single-barrelled one each 5 0 
Fowling pieces, guns and rifles, eaeevemarentied and 
revolving or magazine 10 0O 
Gunpowder, fine .., per Ib. 0 25° 


Gunpowder, coarse, for blasting (which i is incapable. of 
passed through a No. 10 standard mesh) ... ” 


Pistols, double-barrelled, and revolvers ae é 50 
Shot ... oon ose ose ove cwt. 75 
Asphalt (123 c. ewt.) abs «per ton. 
Bacon, butter, and hams WAR percwt. 0 


Barley, imported solely for brewing ... owe ” 

Beef, pork, humps, tongues, salted or corned ous 

Beer, ale, porter, and all liquors in wood per gallon 
in bottle ... ” 


CoCr 
o 


3 
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Articles. Duty 
Rs. c. 
Brassware ove eee aoe ” 
Camphor eee eee eee eee eee eee one ” 6 | 
Coriander seed ... ” 0 60 


Cotton goods, viz.— 
Grey cambrics ) on an assessed value of 55 c. ht 
Grey jaconets lb., for every Rs. 100 nae value 
Grey shirtings thereof ... eee 4 0 
Grey domestics 
Grey long cloths | 
Grey mule twist 

Nos. 30 to 60 
Grey sheetings | 
Grey tea cloths | 

on an assessed value of 90 c. per 

Yara, lb. gross weight, for every 
Rs. 100 of value thereof  — 

| 

} 


4 
Yarn, other colours do. 55 c. do. _ 4 0O 
Other cotton hea: for nig Bs Rs. 100 of the value 

thereof .. eee oes 4 0 

Cummin seed ... ove wwe =per ewt. 1 15 

Fennel Seed 0 75 


Fish (dried or salted), ‘roes, fins, skins, and blood, the 
produce of creatures living in the sea 
Fish, Maldive (umbalakada) ... PY) 
Ghee vee 
Kerosine oil one ose per gallon 
Metals— 
Brass, wire and nails 
a bars. bolts, ingots, plates, nails and 
tacks... 
Iron, corrugated (35 per “owt.)... 
Iron, galvanised, viz., guttering, nails, piping, tidging, 
rivets, sheets, and sheets corrugated, spouting, 
ore screws, tiles, washers, wire (75 c, per 
ewt 


eee eee eee ” 


w 


” 15 0 
Tron nails and tacks of sorts, and rivets ose +. percwt. 0 63 

Pepper, long... ove ” 3 

Poonac .., ous wad sik 25 

Potatoes ... 9 0 38 

Rice, wheat, grain, peas, beans, and other “grain, “except 
barley for brewing, and pa ase 0 50 

Sago eee eee eee eee eee ” 0 35 


50 

0 
0 

65 

50 

80 

25 
0 

55 
0 
0 
0 
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Articles. Duty. 
Rs. 
Saltpetre ove per cwt. 0 50 
Spirits (not being sweetened or mixed with any articles 80 
that the degree or strength thereof cannot be ascer- 
tained by Sykes’ hydrometer), for every gallon of 
the strength of proof by such hydrometer, and so in 
proportion for any. greater or less strength than the 
strength of proof, and for any greater or less quan- 
tity than a gallon, provided that in no case shall 
duty be less than at the rate of Rs. 5 —_ — 
Brandy ome gallon 6 
Unenumerated ” 7 0 


Other spirits, being sweetened or mixed so that the 
degree of strength cannct be ascertained as afore- 


said, viz. :— 
Liqueurs and cordials ... 
Unenumerated be 


Soap, other than perfumed and per 
Candy and refined ve 


Palm and jaggery ose oe ” 
Unmanufactured, and hooka’ 
Claret, in Dottle” ove ove per gallon 


Still hock, in bottle ... 
Ginger, in wood or bottle 
Claret, in wood ,., ae os 
Wine Still hock, in wood .,.. 

Sparkling winesin bottle... 
Other wines in bottle ... vee 
Wines in wood, except claret, still hock, and 


ginger 

Cartridges, on, dynamite, detonators, percussion caps, and 
fireworks, for every Rs. 100 of the value thereof ... 

All other goods, wares, merchandise, and machinery not 
otherwise charged with duty, or prohibited, and not 
comprised in the Table of Exemptions hereinafter set 
forth, for every Rs. 100 of the value thereof eee 


TABLE OF EXEMPTIONS, 


Aérated water bottles.., ove 
Animals, viz., horses, mules, asses, neat cattle, and all other live stock... 


Blotting paper... ese ove ove 
Books and maps, printed... 


Bricks and tiles and glass tiles... oor ovo 


KKH 
to 


to 
o 


¥ 
| | 
| 
q 5 50 
Free. 
” 
” 
eee eee ” 
= eee ” 
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Articles. Duty 
Bullion, coin, pearl oysters, pearls and precious stones, wie ooo eee Free. 
Cardamoms “eee eee eee ” 
Cards, blank ; Christmas, wedding a ‘and birthday cards .. wis isd ” 
Casks, (empty). shooks and staves . ” 
Castor seed poonac ... sib ” 
Coal, coke and patent fuel ... oie 
Cocoanuts and cocoanut oil... ove eas 
Coffee ... ica: ee ” 
Coir yarn, rope, "junks, ‘fibre, ‘twine, and strands ete 
Cotton wool .. aco ose 
Cowries and shells (not tortoise-shell) ove ove ove 
Felt eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 
Fruit (fresh, and not in any way preserved) 
Gunnies and gunny cloth and filter ‘bagging 
Hay and straw, cut or uncut ” 
Horns eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 
Instruments, scientific, surgical, mathematical, ke. 
Liquid fuel, the product of ‘petroleum, “with a flashing point not 
under 200° F. ove 

Machinery, viz. 

Prime movers and component parts thereof, including boilers and 
component parts thereof; also including locomotive and 
portable engines, steam ‘rollers, fire engines, and other 
machines in which the prime mover is not heaaienets from 
the operative parts... eve 

Machinery (and component parts thereof), meaning machines or 
sets of machines to be worked by electric, steam, water, fire, 
or other power, not being manual or animal labour, or which 
before being brought int» use require to be fixed with refer- 
ence to other moving parts, and which are intended for : 

(a) The preparing, ginning, pressing, spinning, weaving, sew- 
ing, knitting, bleaching, and dyeing of cotton, jute, hemp, 
silk, wool, or other fibres, and any other process intervening 
between the raw material and the finished product as 
packed ready for market i 


(4) The smelting and milling of iron and other’ metallic ores, 
and the manufacture of iron, steel, and other metals <> 
(c) The manufacture of leather, sugar, on silk, Paper, soap, 
gas, oil, flour, cordage, rope ’and twine a 
(ad) The milling of rice see 
The drying and rolling of ‘tea ose 
The pulping of coffee... ove 
(qg) Printing presses ... 
(h) Foundries and workshops. of iron and other metals 
(i) Railway workshops 
GV) = refining of petroleum and the manufacture of vegetable 
oils 


(k) The crushing of bones and bricks... eee 
(2) The manufacture of lac... 
(m) Potteries ... ove 


‘ 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f] 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
ove eee eee 
eee ore eee oe ” 
vee eee eee ” 
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Articles. Duty. 
Machinery—(continued) 
(n) Sawmills ... ove Free. 
(0) Mining, navigation, agriculture, and pumping e 
(p) Such other manufactures and industries as the Governor 
in Executive Council may from time to time specify... - 
Provided that the term does not include tools and implements 
to be worked by manual or animal labour, and provided also 
that only such articles shall be admitted as com — parts of 
machinery as are indispensable for the working of the machinery, 
and are, owing to.their shape or to other special quality, not 
adapted for any other purpose 
Note——Machinery and component parts thereof made of 
substances other than metal are included in this entry. 
Manures of all sorts, and.ingredients imported solely for the manu- 
facture of ogee and certified as such by the importer ste a 
All unwrought metals 
‘T and channel bars, angles, plates, sheets, and rolled 1 joists, iron or 
steel, but not iron ens 
Tron, angle eni Swedish bar. 
Tron, bar, flat, square, bolt or round, "rod, and nail rod. oes 
Tron, pig oss 
Tron, plates and sheets. (not ‘galvanised) ove ” 
Lead, sheet, pipe and pig. .... ove ove ” 
Tin and zine, in cake or slab set whe 
Nets, fishermen’s ost tive ” 
Oil, the of creatures livi ing in the sea... see ” 
Palmirah fibre 
Paper and envelopes, ruled and ‘unruled, with or without "printed 
heading... ” 
All exercise books and manuscript ‘note ‘books used for elueational 
Paper bining lining tea boxes 
Passengers’ baggage accompanying the passenger, viz. , Wearing apparel ; 
used bicycles, photographic cameras, and sewing machines ; and 
instruments intended for the professional use of passengers. ... » 
trees, and seeds intended for and 
Printing materials... ove ost ave ” 
Printed labels .. one > 
Prints and pictures, printed ‘almanacs and show ¢ cards, and plates with 
theirframes ... bo eee ” 
Rattan . eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 
Regimental clothing, uniforms, necessaries, accoutrements, and band 
instruments, imported for the use of —_ Majesty’s land and sea 
forces, including volunteers .. wes ” 
Rifles for volunteers . am 
Saltpetre, — of, for purposes of manure only, as certified pins the 
importe ooo oe eee ” 
Seeds, cotton, castor, mee, POPPY: niger, mustard, ‘and bird be ” 
Senna leaves ... Sah ” 
Slates, roofing ... the ” 


Sheets, iron, tea boxes ‘(imported i in ‘shooks) 


eee oe ” 
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Articles. Duty. 

Soldering fluid... aed wee eee tee 
Specimens and objects illustrative of natural history .. 
Tanks, iron ... ove ove jee 
Tea lead on bee ove ove ove seo 


Timber (not prepared) ove soe 
oods, dye, sandal, and of sorts... bes one * 
Wood, metal, paper, or other. material, or any combination of wood or 
metal, or any other material imported in shooks or in rolls, or 

in any form in which they may be used in making tea boxes ... y 


SCHEDULE C. 


Table of Prohibitions and Restrictions Inwards. 


Ammunition, arms, gunpowder, and utensils of war by way of merchandise, 
except by license from Her Majesty for furnishing Her Majesty’s public stores 
only, or under the directions of the Collector by authority of the Governor. 

Books wherein the copyright shall be first subsisting, first composed, or written, 
or printed in the United Kingdom, and printed or reprinted in any other country, 
pod of which notice that copyright subsists shall have been given by the 
proprietor to the Commissioners of Customs, London. ; 

in, viz., false money, or counterfeit sterling coin of the realm, or any money 
purporting to be such, not being of the established standard in weight or fineness. » 

Dangerous substances, viz., earth oil or mineral naphthas, fulminating powder, 
gun-cotton, nitro-glycerine, except by license of the Governor and under regula- 
tions to be made by the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, from 
time to time, for the safe landing and deposit thereof. 

Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographs, photographs, 
engravings, or any other indecent or obscene articles. 

Infected cattle, sheep, or other animals; also hides, skins, horns, hoofs, or any 
part of cattle or other animals which the Governor may by proclamation prohibit, 
in order to prevent contagious distemper. 

Fish, grain, and other articles in a damaged, stinking, offensive condition, unfit 
for food and legitimate use, and likely to breed. sickness or any contagious 
disorders. 

Ganja and bhang, or any substance containing ganja or bhang. 

Parts of articles, viz., any distinct or separate part of any article not accom- 
panied by the other part, or all the other parts. of such articles, so as to be 
pan or perfect, if such articles be subject to duty according to the value 
thereof. 
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XVIL—SUPPLEMENTARY TARIFF CONVENTION 
BETWEEN FRANCE AND JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of the Supplementary Convention recently con- 
cluded between France and Japan by which the ad valorem 
rates of Customs duty, established in virtue of the Franco- 
Japanese Commercial Treaty, have nearly all been converted 
into specific rates. A few ad valorem duties, however, still 
remain. 

In connection with the following table reference may be 
made to the column headed “Conventional Rates fixed by 
Treaties between Japan and other Powers,” contained in the 
statement on pages 546-563 of the issue of the “Journal” for 
November last, to which statement the information given below 
may be taken as supplementary :— 


Articles, Duty. 


Aniline dyes ... ove valorem | 10 per cent. 


Cotton tissues— Yen. 
Drills... eve eve eve sq. yard 0.016 
Duck... ove ove ” 0.053 
Handkerchiefs in the piece ... 0.011 
Cotton prints ... ose ons ove 0.012 
Satins figured or printed, brocades, Italian cloths, and figured 

shirtings ove ove sq. yard 0.017 
Dyed shirtings ... vise 0.018 
Twilled ,, ose one 0.011 
White or bleached shirtings ... 0.010 
Cambrics dyed Turkey-red ... 0.012 
Cotton velvets and velveteens web 0.041 
Victoria lawns eee 0.006 


All other tissues of pure cotton, or of cotton mixed with linen, 

hemp, or any other textile material including wool, provided 

that the cotton predominates in weight and that the tissues 

are not elsewhere mentioned in the present Tariff ad valorem | 10 per cent. 

Note.—It is expressly understood that made-up clothing and 

other made-up articles are not included in the definition of 

cotton tissues above. 

Iron and mild steel in bars and rods, any diameter of which exceeds 

3 inch one ove 100 catties 0.261 
Note.—The above term “ mild steel” is applied to mild steel 

manufactured by the Siemens, Bessemer, basic or other similar 

process, the cost of which approximates to that of iron of the 


same class. 
Extract of logwood ... «-- 100 catties 2.150 


Silk satins, and satins of silk and cotton mixed... ... ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Steel in pigs, ingots and plates... one om «-. ad valorem| 5 per cent. 


Alpaca ... ove sq. yard 0.075 
Blanketing and whipped blankets ... soe -- 100 catties 7.458 
Bunting ... eee ove sq. yard 0.031 


Tissues of wool, pure and mixed— 


May 1899.] TARIFF CONVENTION BETWEEN FRANCE AND JAPAN. 573 


Articles, Duty. 


Tissues of wool, a and mixed (continued)— 


Woollen clot Yen. 
(a) Wholly of carded wool, or of worsted, or of carded wool 
and worsted mixed, such as broad cloths, narrow 
yard 0.093 
(0) Partly of Feupted wool or worsted and partly of ttn, 
such as pilot, president and union cloth sq. yard 0.039 
Flannel— 
(a) Of pure wool is ee one sq. yard 0.44 
Of Seal cotton mixed 0.030 
Italian cloths ... one 0.029 
Long Ells 0.036 
Woollen muslin (mousselines ‘de taine)— 
(a) Grey or white for 0.015 
(6) Dyed or printed... nae 0.021 
rges— 
(a) With worsted warp and woollen woof... 0.056 
(6) Allothers ... ad valorem | 10 per cent. 


All other tissues of pure wool or of wool mixed with other textile 
materials, provided that the wool predominates in weight and 
that they are not elsewhere mentioned in the Tariff ad valorem | 10 per cent. 

Woollen and worsted yarn for weaving, dyed or not . 100 catties 8.000 
Note.—-It is expressly understood that made-up clothing and 
other made-up articles are not included in the above class of 
wool, pure or mixed. 


Common soa) ave 100 catties 0.972 
Candles, large and small ose 2.146 
Still wines of all kinds, made exclusively by the natural fermentation 
of the. grape— 
(1) Not exceeding 16 degrees of pure alcohol— 
(a) In casks or barrels ... se hectolitre 1,242 


(4) In cases of 12 bottles, each containing more than } litre 
and not more than 1 litre, or in cases of 24 half- 

bottles, each containing less than 4 litre per case 0.760 

(2) oe from 16 to 24 degrees of pure alcohol— 
(a) In casks or barrels ...  hectolitre 7.925 

(6) In cases of 12 bottles, each ‘containing more than } litre 
and not more than 1 litre, or in cases of 24 half- 

bottles, each containing less than } litre per case 0.680 
Note.—Vermuth is classed with still wines and pays duty 

according to the degree of alcoholic strength. 


Champagne, and all other sparkling wines, made exclusively by the 
natural fermentation of the grape— 

In cases of 24 half-bottles, each containing not more than } litre, 

or in cases of 12 bottles, each containing more than 4 litre but 


not more than 1 litre ope eee ove eee per case 1.550 
Printing machines ... ood @dvalorem| 5 per cent. 
Scientific instruments for drawing eee one +. ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Imitation jewellery— 


Small articles de luwe used for personal adornment, composed 
a of common metals, such as aluminium, aluminium- 
ronze, nickel, German silver, white metal, copper, steel, zinc, 
lead, tin, iron, &c., or also of jet, hard wood, i shells, horn, 
celluloid, bone and other similar common materials— 

(1) Gilt, silvered, treated with aquafortis, burnished, 
polished, varnished, tinned, enamelled, oxidised or 
nickelled, ornamented or not with vitrifications, 
cloisonné enamel, imitation pearls, real or imitation 
coral, or imitation precious stones ... @d valorem | 10 per cent. 


Cc 
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Articles. 


Duty. 


Imitation jewellery (continued)— 

(2) Ornamented with mother-of-pearl, ivory, tortoise shell, 
plated with gold or silver, when the value of the 
ornament or plating does not exceed that of the 
principal composition ... ad valorem 

Note.—The articles of jewellery most commonly used are 

finger rings, necklaces, rings of all kinds, bracelets, ear rings, 
medals, medallions, brooches, combs, ornamental hair-pins, 
hat-pins, scarf-pins, charms, clasps, hooks, snuff boxes, buttons, 
(except common buttons), slides, (cowlants), purses, handles 
and ferrules for walking sticks, umbrellas or sunshades, 
sequins, pencil and pencil-lead boxes, and in general al) other 
small articles not named above used for personal adornment. 
Lorgnettes, or opera glasses— 

(a) Made of or mounted with tortoiseskell, mother-of-pearl, 
ivory, gold, silver, platinum, inlaid, enamelled or not, 
or with precious, fancy, or ornamental materials, or 
set with precious stones or pearls ach 

All other lorgnettes or opera glasses... 


Toilet soap ... ove eee see Catty 
(0) perfumery— 

Extracts or essences of scents, oils, vinegars, toilet or 
scented waters and and other of the 
same kind .. catty 

(c) Dry perfumery— 
Salts, powders, cosmetics, pomades, pastes and other 
toilet preparations of perfumery, not being liquids 
ad valorem 


Note.—The following articles are not classed as perfumery— 


Musk, natural or artificial, civet and ambergris. 


10 per cent. 


Yen. 


0.750 
0.250 


0.070 


0.092 


10 per cent. 
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XVIII—ADDITIONAL IMPORT DUTIES ON SUGAR 
IMPORTED INTO BRITISH INDIA. 


The following is an extract from the “Gazette of India” of 
the 21st March, 1899 :— 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8A of the 
Indian Tariff Act, 1394 (VILL. of 1894, as amended by Acts ITT. 
of 1896 and XIV. of 1899), the Governor-General in Council is 

leased to impose, with effect from this date, the following 
her duties, in addition to those chargeable under No. 8 of 
the fourth schedule to the said Act, upon the importation into 
British India of sugar of the kinds hereinafter specified, pro- 
duced in or exported from the countries hereinafter mentioned 
under bounties as hereinafter determined and declared, whether 
the same is imported directly from the country of production 
or otherwise, and whether it is imported in the same condition 
as when exported from the country of production or has been 


changed in condition by manufacture or otherwise :— 


Addi- 
tional 
Countries. Kinds of Sugar. Bounties bestowed. |duties to 
‘| be 
levied. 
Per cwt. 
a p. 
Argentine All kinds - | 6centavos perkilo.| 9 2 0 
Republic 
Austzia- Sugar under 93 per cent. and of at | 1°37 florins per.100} 0 14 0 
Hungary | least 88 per cent. polarization kilos. 
Sugar under 994 per cent. and of at} 1:46 florins per 100] 0 15 0 
least 93 per cent. polarization kilos, 
Sugar of at least 994 per cent. | 2°10 florins per100|1 5 0 
polarization kilos. 
Belgium . | Raw sugar - | 4°50 francs per 100} 1 6 0 
kilos. 
Refined sugar . | 5°36 francs per 100} 110 0 
kilos. 
Denmark _... | Refined sugar -|112 crowns per}/0 8 0 
100 kilos. 
France . | Raw sugars from 65 to 98 per cent.| 10°82 francs per} 3 4 0 
polarization for beet-root sugars} 100 kilos. of re- 
or 65 to 97 per cent. for French| fined sugar of 
colonial sugar 100 per cent; 
polarization.* 
Sugar candies 1151 francs 3 7 6 
100 kilos. 


* The output of refined sugar from raw is computed by deducting from the 
polarization of the raw sugar twice the glucose, four times the ashes, 
and one-and-a-half per cent. for loss in refining. 


c 2 
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Addi- 
: tional 
Countries. Kinds of Sugar. Bounties bestowed. |duties to 
e 
levied. 
Per ewt. 
a. p- 
France—contd. | Refined sugars in loaf or crushed,/11°51 francs per|3 7 6 
clear, hard and dry. 100 kilos. 
Raw and refined sugars in grains or | 11°17 francs per|3 6 0 
crystals of a minimum standard! 100 kilos. 
of 98 per cent. polarization. 
Germany... | Raw sugar of at least 90 per cent. | 2°50 marks per100/0 15 3 
polarization and refined sugar| kilos. 
under 98 per cent. and of at least 
90 per cent. polarization. 
Candy and sugar in white, hard | 3°55 marks per100/1 6 0 
loaves, blocks, crystals, &c., of at kilos, 
least 994 per cent. polarization. 
All other sugar of at least 98 per|3 marks per 100/1 2 0 
cent. polarization. kilos. 
Holland -.. | Raw beet sugar of less than 98 per | 22354 florins per} 1 7 0 
cent. polarization. 100 kilos. of 
hard refined (100 
per cent).* 
Raw beet sugars of at least 98 per|#ths of above|1 2 0 
cent. polarization. bounty, or 1°7655 
florins per 100 
kilos. of hard re- 
fined.* 
Refined beet-root sugars ... ) | 02946 florins 0 3 0 
100 kilos.of hard | in addi- 
refined, in addi-| tion to 
Refined sugar from materials other tion to above} above 
than beet-root raw sugar. rate, rate. 
Russia ... | Sugar of at least 99 per cent. polar-| 0°50 rouble per} 311 0 
ization. poud (367113 lbs. 
avoirdupois). 
Sugar of less than 99 percent. polar- | 0°44 rouble per|3 4 0 
ization, but not less than 88 per| poud. 
cent. 
Sugar of less than 88 per cent., but 2138 0 


not less than 75 per cent. 


0°38 rouble r 
poud. 


* The output of refined sugar from raw is computed by deducting from the 
polarization of the raw sugar twice the glucose, four times the ashes, 
and one-and-a-half per cent. for loss in refining. 
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XIX.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


New Tariff of Pilot Dues at Cronstadt. 


A despatch, dated 3rd April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, 
reporting that under the revised statutes of incorporation of the 
Cronstadt pilots, which will come into operation with the 
approaching opening of the navigation season at that port, 
the charge for piloting vessels from sea to the roads of 
Cronstadt, and thence to sea will be six copecks per last, or 
three copecks per net registered ton each way, this payment 
being, moreover, compulsory whether a pilot be aualened or 
not. This new rate of pilotage will represent an increase of 
more than double on that hitherto levied at Cronstadt for the 
above pilotage. Thus, a steamer drawing 17 feet and of 700 
tons burden, has hitherto paid for pilotage from the London 
Lighthouse to Cronstadt Roads and back again Rs. 20°40 
(27. 3s. 4d.), whereas on the newly established scale the same 
steamer will, for the same services, henceforth be charged 
Rs. 42 (41. 9s. 3d.). The new rate is subject to revision at the 
expiration of five years, and even sooner if found necessary. 


Tariff Classifications. 
Poud = 86 lbs. ; rouble (gold) = 3s, 2d. 
The Department of Customs notifies, under Circular No. 


6238, of the 26th March/7th April, 1899, the classification of 


goods under the Russian Customs Tariff, as under :— 

Yeast of wine, to be cleared under section 25, duty from 
R. 135 to Rs. 3 per poud. 

Spirits of all kinds, denaturalised, to be cleared under 
section 27, duty in casks Rs. 16°20 per poud gross, in bottles 
R. 1°27 per bottle of 1-20 of a vedro. 

Live animals of all kinds, with the exception of those 
specified in section 38, to be cleared under section 40, duty free. 

Gelatine in sheets, even though they be coloured, as also 
spangles, capsules, and similar articles of gelatine, in the pre- 
paration of which other materials are not used, to be cleared 
under point 1 of section 43, duty Rs. 9 per poud. All other 
articles of gelatine to be cleared under section 215. Point 6 of 
Circular 1890, No. 8705, respecting gelatine plates is hereby 
rescinded. 

In substitution of point 5 of Circular of 1883, No. 21,156, 
tissues of hair are to be cleared as follows:—Without admix- 


i 

i 

{ 

i 
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ture of other materials, under point 2 of section 46 (duty, 
Rs. 4°25 per poud); with admixture of other materials, 
according to materials of admixture. Point 63 of Circular of 
1894, No. 21,902, respecting tissues of horse-hair and other 
materials, is hereby rescinded. 

Brushes and pencils of hair and feathers in setting of 
common wood, without veneering, to be cleared under point 2 
of section 46, duty Rs. 4°25 per poud, and in abrogation of 
point 3 of Circular of 1886, No. 24,130, respecting brushes of 
hide, cocoa-nut fibre, brushes of vegetable materials in setting 
of common wood, to be cleared under point 1, section 64, duty 
from 90 cop. to R. 1°80 per poud. 

Intestines of the ox and other animals, prepared, to be 
cleared under point 3 of section 55, duty Rs. 9 per poud. 

In abrogation of point 1 of Circular of 1887, No. 18,445, 
and point 2 of Circular of the same year, No. 2,685, sheepskins 
(Karakul), dyed, to be cleared under point 2 of section 56. 
Duty, Rs. 9°90 per poud. 

Foxskins and parts of same, though in imitation of higher 
sorts, to be cleared (in strict accordance with meaning of con- 
ventional tariff and observation 2 to section 56), under point 4 
of section 56 of Conventional Tariff. Duty, Rs. 18 per poud. 

Articles of clothing prepared of leather, to be cleared 
under section 57. Duty, R. 1°05 per lb. 

Children’s boots and shoes of silk material to be cleared 
under point 1 of section 57. Duty, R. 1°50 per Ib. 

Chips forming the remnants of woodwork, to be cleared 
under point 1, letter a, of section 58. Duty free. 

Brick-shaped pieces, plates, and other articles prepared of 
cork refuse in combination with the materials enumerated in 
section 65, and other materials liable to low rates of duty, to be 
cleared under point 4 of section 58. Duty, 15 copecks per poud. 
Point 2 of Circular of 1895, No. 1,937, respecting plates, brick- 
shaped pieces, and similar articles of the above-mentioned 
materials, is hereby abrogated. 

Wooden planks, split from wood of common kinds, to be 
cleared under section 59. Duty, 18 copecks per poud. 

Wooden pipe stems, to be cleared under section 61. Duty 
from 82} cop. to Rs. 2°70 per poud. 

In abrogation of point 1 of Circular of 1895, No. 574, 
wooden spoons, though not lacquered, to be cleared under point 
3 of section 61. Duty, Rs. 6°75 per poud. 
~ Wooden parts of machines, bound round with tissue, to 
be cleared under point 5, letter a of section 61. Duty. Rs. 9 per 

d. 

As stone slabs, cleared under points 4 and 5 of section 66, 
are to be recognised stones of all kinds, having though but one 
even surface, it being at the same time immaterial whether the 
flat surface has been produced by sawing the stone or by means 
of' chipping or splitting the same. Measurement of the thick- 
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ness of the stone must be reckoned by taking the direction of 
the perpendicular to the flat surface. When a stone shall cun- 
sist of several flat surfaces its measurement is to be made along 
the perpendicular of the greatest of such surfaces, and as the 
thickness of the slab must be taken the largest dimension of 
this perpendicular. 

In abrogation of point 2 of Circular of 1894, No. 14,637, 
and of Circular of 1895, No. 4,453, respecting shells, raw, 
cleansed from mud and mineral incrustation, filed and cleaned, 
but without any other elaboration, as also without admixture 
of any other minerals to be cleared—those of mother-of-pearl 
under section 68 (duty, Rs. 4°50 per poud), and all other 
kinds under section 44 (duty free). Shells of all kinds, other- 
wise prepared, as also with admixture of other materials, to be 
cleared under corresponding points of section 215. Duty, from 
34 cop. to Rs. 2°70 per Ib. 

To be cleared under section 68, celluloid in unworked 
pieces, rings, plates, and sheets, though polished or surface 
ground, but not constituting finished articles. Duty, Rs. 4°50 
per poud. Manufactured articles of celluloid to be cleared 
under section 215. Circular No. 6,468, of 1896, respecting cel- 
luloid in sheets and plates, is hereby rescinded. 

Wool of slag to be cleared under point 4, letter b, of 
section 71. Duty, 60 cop. per poud. 

Mixtures of various vegetable fatty oils with mineral 
oils, to be cleared under point 5, letter a, of section 71. Duty, 
Rs. 3 per poud. 

Broken bricks and fragments of earthenware of all kinds, 
imported as goods, to be cleared under point 1 of section 72. 
Duty, 1} cop. per poud. 

As’ slabs of fire-proof clay and of chamot mass, cleared 
under point 2, of section 72, are to be recognised only such 
slabs as can be employed for stove-making. 

Small slabs, made of a mixture of mineral and vegetable 
substances (targraphite, &c.), to be cleared under section 74. 
Duty from 30 to 90 cop. per poud. Small slabs of parchmented 
cellulose to be cleared under section 77. Duty from 90 cop. to 
Rs. 15 per poud. 

Articles of china, serving not for decoration of rooms, as, 
for instance, umbrella handles, &c., to be cleared under points 
1 or 2 of section 76. Duty, R. 7°95, or Rs. 15°90 per poud. 

In abrogation of point 7 of Circular No. 13,444, of 1894, 
watch glasses to be cleared under Section 77. 

Articles, except those specially mentioned, of opaque 
glass, of every kind, independently of the manner by which the 
opaqueness of this glass was produced, to be cleared under 
point 4 of section 77. Duty, Rs. 9 to Rs. 15 per poud. 

Remnants of all kinds of caoutchouc and gutta-percha, not 
constituting soft raw india-rubber, and which cannot be put 
to any independent use, but presenting only material for 
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further fusion, to be cleared under point 1 of section 87. Duty, 
60 cop. per poud. 

Aluminium and magnium in powder to be cleared under 
point 1 of section 143. Duty, Rs. 3°75 per poud. 

All fusions of common metals (copper, zinc, tin, &c.), 
with metalloids (arsenic, phosphorus, &c.), to be cleared under 
section 143. Duty from Rs. 3°75 to Rs. 465 per poud. 
Point 3 of Circular No. 12,608, of 1896, respecting the alloy of 
copper with phosphorus, and point 1 of Circular No. 2,020, of 
1897, respecting the alloy of tin with phosphorus, is hereby 
rescinded. 

Wire of base metals, gilt or silvered, having a length of 
more than 1,500 metres in 1 kilogramme, to be considered as 
now and cleared under point 6 of section 148. Duty, Rs. 3 

Powder of fused copper, gilt or silvered, to be cleared 
a letter a, point 3, of section 149. Duty, 97} copecks 

r lb. 
gp of iron and steel, worked, though with parts of 
leather or various tissues, to be cleared under section 153. 
Duty, Rs. 2°10 to Rs. 6 per poud. 

ire screws of copper, to be cleared under letter A, point 
2 of section 156. Duty, Rs. 9 per poud. 

Knife blades and forks, without handles, both in a rough 
and finished form, made of copper or copper alloys, and of 
other metals enumerated in section 143, to be cleared under 
point 1 of section 158. Duty, Rs. 20°40 per poud. 

Under the designation “their alloys,” in section 163, 
must be understood only alloys with each other of tin and 
zinc, without admixture of other metals. 

Packing for grease boxes of lead wire, with an admix- 
ture of asbestos, to be cleared under section 164. Duty, R. 1°50 
per poud. 

Cars for narrow gauge steam railways to be cleared under 
section 174. Duty, from Rs. 240 to Rs. 697°50 per car. Cars 
for electric railways to be cleared—(1) for urban lines, under 
point 8 of section 174 (duty, Rs. 510), and the motors for the 
same separately under section 167 (duty, Rs. 2°10 per poud), and 
(2) for suburban lines, and having similar signification as 
steam railway lines, under points 1—7 of section 174 (duty 
from Rs. 240 to Rs. 697°50 per car). 

Sheets of vegetable parchment, lined with thin tissue, to 
be cleared under point 7 of section 177. Duty, Rs. 12 per poud 

Cards for Jacquard looms, made of card-bo to be 
cleared under point 4 of section 177 (duty, Rs. 4°95 per 
poud), or under point 2 for the same section (duty, 90 cop. per 
poud), according as to whether the cards are satinised or not. 

Under point 3 of section 178 are to be classified books 
and periodicals consisting exclusively of one foreign text, as 
also such in the text of which are inserted citations, extracts, 
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and separate phrases in the Russian languages, and, more- 
over, parallel dictionaries of all kinds with mixed Russian and 
foreign texts. Circular No. 17,646, of 1896, is hereby rescinded. 

Flax and hemp combings, tarred, to be cleared under 
point 3 of section 179, duty free. 

Raw silk, dyed, to be cleared under point 2 of section 
180. Duty, R. 1°50 per poud. Dyed silk refuse, to be 
cleared—not combed—under point 1 of section 180. Duty, 45 
cop. per rw Combed under point 2 of the same section. 
Duty, R. 1°50 per poud. 

Ropes and cordage, made of a mixture of cotton yarn 
and other vegetable materials, to be cleared under letter a, 
point 2, of section 183. Duty, Rs. 9 per poud. 

Twisted woollen yarn, with admixture of cotton, flax 
and hemp, to be cleared under point 3 of section 186. Duty, 
Rs. 14°70 to Rs. 17°10 per poud. 

In abrogation of point 14 of Circular No. 21,903, of 1894, 
relative to cotton and jute tissues, and of Circular No. 5,049, of 
1895, respecting mixed tissues of cotton and other vegetable 
materials, cotton tissues without admixture of other materials 
are to be cleared under sections 187 and 188 (duty from 52} 
cop. to Rs. 2°02} per lb., and from 93 cop. to Rs. 2°02} vo 
Ib.); similar tissues, with admixture of other vegetable 
materials or wool, to be cleared under corresponding sections of 
tariff according to material of mixture. 

In abrogation of point 2 of Circular No. 2,196, of 1896, 
cotton pocket handkerchiefs, with open stitching, but not other- 
wise worked, to be cleared under sections 187 and 188. Duty, 
from 524 cop. per lb. to Rs. 2°024 per lb., and from 93 cop. 
to Rs. 2°17} per lb. Similar handkerchiefs, worked, to be 
cleared under point 2 of section 209. Duty, Rs. 3°60 per lb. 

Articles of rope of vegetable materials, specified in points 
2 and 3 of section 179, to be cleared under section 90. Duty, 
15 cop. per poud. 

Half-silk ribbons, with india-rubber thread inside, and 
with kid backing glued on, to be cleared, in accordance with 
observation 1 to section 88, under section 197. Duty, 6 copecks 
per poud. 

In abrogation of point 2 of Cireular No. 11,387, of 1893, 
respecting precious and artificial stones, toilet wares, with 
ornaments of precious or artificial stones, in settings, with the 
exception of setting of precious metals, to be cleared under 
point 1 of section 215. Duty, Rs. 2°70 per Ib. 

Half-manufactured articles of common bone, namely, 
bone in unfinished rings, plates, &c., to be cleared under point 
2 of section 215. Duty, 60 copecks per Ib. 

Half-manufactured articles of ivory or mammoth bone, 
namely, ivory and mammoth bone in unfinished plates, rings, 
&e., to be cleared under point 1 of section 215. Duty, Rs. 2°70 
per lb. 
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Manufactured articles of vegetable materials, specified in 
section 64, with silk finishing, independently of the quality and 
signification of such finish, to be cleared under point 1 of 
section 215. Duty, Rs. 2°70 per lb. 

In abrogation of point 1 of Circular No. 23,084, of 1894, 
respecting planchettes of horn-like animal materials, plates of 
whalebone, or imitations of the same, covered with tissue or 
leather, to be cleared under section 215. Duty, 60 copecks 

r lb. 
gp set of celluloid glued on sparse tissue, to be cleared 
under section 215. Duty, 60 copecks per lb. 

Articles of mica to be cleared under point 2 of section 
215. Duty, 60 copecks per lb. 

In abrogation of point 24 of Circular No. 17,517, of 
1894, respecting mercury and toilet wares of cast-iron, iron, 
steel, and of other common metals and alloys, under point 3 of 
section 215, are to be cleared articles, made not only of one of 
the metals enumerated in this point, but are to be equally 
cleared with them articles having in their composition two or 
more of these metals, but without admixture of other materials. 

Machines and apparatus, and parts of the same, not made 
of iron, steel, cast-iron and copper, to be cleared according to 
the materials of which the articles are made. 

Artificial silk and manufactures of the same to be cleared 
as natural silk and its manufactures. 

The Department of Customs also explains, under Circular of 
the 5th/17th March, 1899, No. 4,493, that observation 2 to 
section 209 of the Customs Tariff must be applied to fabricated 
products of tissue and not to material, consequently tulle and 
tulle-like tissues with patches fastened on their surface are duti- 
able, as representing the material and not articles manufac- 
tured from it, under corresponding sections of the tariff, accord- 
ing to the material of the tissue. 

Rosin, in cakes, cubes, and cylindrical form, and in special 
setting, is to be cleared under point 4 of section 172 of the 
tariff, as undoubted musical appurtenances, duty 15 copecks 
per Russian pound. 


NETHERLANDS—BornE0. 
Compulsory Pilotage. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
British Vice-Consul at Balek Pappan (Dutch Borneo), soeeting 
] 


that compulsory pilotage was to be enforced at the following 
places in the district: ~-Belek Pappan, Moeara Dkawa River, 


and Moeara Bajor River. 

A pilot schooner will be found outside each of these places 
at the Black Buoy. 

Should there not be a pilot on board the schooner, when re- 
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quired by the master of a vessel, he is free to bring his ship 
into either place, and no pilotage will be charged. 

Should, however, a pilot offer his services, he must take, one 
or pay full charges. 


Extract from Pilotage Regulations. 


Article 3.—The pilots are all examined, and in the Govern- 
ment service. 
Article 4.—(I.) Channels where pilotage is compulsory are: 
(A.) For the Koetei River :— 

1. The Moeara Bajor between the pilot ship and the 
Harbour Office, at the beginning of the Moeara Djawa 
River. 

2. The Moeara Djawa between the pilot ship and the 
Harbour Office, at the beginning of the Moeara Djawa. 

(B.) For Balek Pappan Bay :— 

The channel leading to that bay between the pilot 

ship and the anchorage in the bay. 


(11.) The pilots are allowed to pilot ships :— 

(a) Between the Harbour Office, at the beginning of the 
Moeara Djawa, and places situated on the Sanga Sanga 
River, and back. 

(b) Between the Harbour Office, at the beginning of the 
Moeara Djawa and Tengaran, and the different places 
between. 

Article 5.—(1) All ships going through the channels where 
pilotage is compulsory are obliged to take one of the Govern- 
ment pilots, and to pay the rate of pilotage due. 

(2) Free of the above obligation are :— 

(a) Government ships, Dutch or foreign. 

(b) Steamers used as tug boats, provided they are only 
towing other ships or barges, but not used at the same 
time to ship any cargo or passengers. 

(c) Ships going to a place to get repaired, or without cargo, 
returning to their anchorage. 

(d) Ships of less than 150 as metres net register ton- 
nage. 

(3) In the case where ships take a pilot, they shall have to pay 
the rate of pilotage according to the tariff. 

(4) Pilots are not obliged to pilot ships having a bigger 
draught than 43 decimetres (13 feet) for the Moeara Bajor and 
33 decimetres (10 feet) for the Moeara Djawa. In case they 
will pilot such ships out, they shall have to wait for high water. 

(5) In case the pilot refuses to take the responsibility of 
piloting such ships, he shall say so in the presence of the 
crew of the ship; in this case the rate of pilotage is not due, 
but it shall be clearly stated that the draught is greater than 
above mentioned. 
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(6) In case ships cannot get a pilot, for one or other reason, 
they are not liable to pay the rate of pilotage. 

(7) Ships not mentioned in Article 5, clause (2), and not 
taking a pilot when they can get one, shall pay the full rate of 
pilotage due. 

Article 6.—The rate of pilotage is f.5 (five guilders) for ships 
of less than 500 cubic metres, register tonnage, net, and f.10 
(ten guilders) for ships of 500 cubic metres, net register ton- 
nage, and over, plus :— 

For Balek Pappan Bay the amount of 1} per cent., and 

For Koetei River and delta the amount of 2} per cent. per 
cubic metre net register tonnage of the ship. 

The minimum rate will be f.10 (ten guilders). 

Article 7—(1) Ships bound to places on the Mahakan River 
can get pilots for those places. 

(2) The rate of pilotage due will be :— 

(a) For ships bound for Batoe Panggal, or places between 
the beginning of Moeara Djawa and Batoe Panggal, 
and back, every time one half, and 

(b) For ships bound for Tengaron, or places between Ten- 
garon and Batoe Panggal, or back, every time the full 
amount of the rate of pilotage which had to be paid 
in the Moeara Bajor or ecar Djawa for a ship. 

(3) The rate of pilotage due for piloting ships from the be- 
ginning of the Moera Djawa to places in the Sanga Sanga River 
or back, will be for every three miles 1-10th of the amount which 
had to be paid in the Moeara Djawa or Moeara Bajor. 

(4) In case pilots are taken up Sanga Sanga River, or Maha- 
kan River, they shall be taken back to the Harbour Office on 
the Moeara Djawa, at the ship’s expense, unless the ship re- 
turns in time, according to the opinion of the pilot superinten- 
dent. 


Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions of the Prussian Finance Department, 
relating to import duties in Germany, have been received at the 
Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office : — 

“ Sirius balls” to increase the light given out by petroleum, 
and to economise the consumption, are not to be rated under 
No. 13 g of the tariff at 30 marks per 100 kilos. (15s. 3d. per 
ewt.), but under No. 26 m, at the rate of 15 marks per 100 
kilos. (7s. 74d. per ewt.), from “non-treaty” countries, and at 
10 marks per 100 kilos. (5s. 1d. per cwt.) from all countries 
having tariff treaties or most-favoured-nation treatment, like 
Great Britain at the present time (up to 30th July of this year 
under the present temporary agreement). These “ Sirius 
balls” are made of paraffin and spermaceti. 

Porcelain and Stoneware, on which are stamped arms, marks 
of manufacture, designations of quality, &c. ‘These are not to 
be treated as decorative for tariff purposes, thereby becoming 
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subject to a different rate of duty. Such marks are usually not 
on the outer surface of the goods, and are to be treated only as 
trade ial by which the value of the goods in question is not 
increased. 


Harbour Regulations for the Port of Tsintau. 


A despatch, dated 6th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Pekin, forwarding 
copy and translation of new harbour: regulations for the Port 
of Tsintau, which were issued by the Imperial Governor, Herr 
Rosendahl, on the 15th January last, as follows :— 

§1. The harbour district of Kiao-Chau Bay is divided into 
an outer and an inner roadstead. The outer or Tsintau road- 
stead is bounded by a line from Pile Point to the eastern point 
of the so-called Clara Bay, and a line connecting Cape Evelyn 
with Yu-nui-san. The inner roadstead begins at the last-named 
line of connection, and is bounded on the north by a line from 
Woman's Island to the northern point of Chiposan. 

§2. The commander of an in-coming ship must comply with 
the regulations of the harbourmaster of officials, when his 
anchorage is assigned to him. 

§3. The ship’s commander must give notice of the arrival and 
departure of his ship on production of the certificate at the 
harbour office. The certificate is returned after Customs clear- 
ance, and when the harbour dues of 2} cents per registered ton 
have been paid. 

§4. The captain is bound to hand over to the Chinese Customs 
Office an exact list (manifest) of s on board, giving the 
number of packages, marks, numbers, contents, &c., and of 
which statistical data must be completed on demand. 

Opium may be brought in only in original chests. The im- 
portation of smaller quantities is forbidden. Opium must be 
declared immediately on arrival, at the Custom House, which 
will superintend the transport of the same to the bonding ware- 
house. Contraventions are punished by confiscation of the 
0 Oy. and a fine to the extent of a fifth of its value (minimum, 

§5. The introduction of arms, powder, explosives, and- the 
materials for their manufacture, is subject to official control ; 
special declaration of such goods must be made on arrival. 

Ships ey | petroleum, or explosives, must anchor at the 
spot appointed for them on the map until their cargoes have 


been discharged at a place indicated by the harbour office. 
These ships must carry a red flag on their foremast. 
Before taking on board the above-mentioned articles, the 
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permission of the harbour office must be obtained, the directions 
of which must be carried out in every case. 

§6. Ships with an infectious disease on board must carry a 
‘ser flag on their foremast. Before the permission of the 

arbour office has been obtained, no one is allowed to leave the 
ship or to have any communication with the land. 

§7. The national flag of the ship must be carried on entering 
and leaving port. 

§8. Seamen are paid off at the harbour office, or at the Con- 
sulate of the nation to which the ship belongs. Every seaman 
paid off at the Consulate must report himself at the harbour 
office within 24 hours, and present a certificate proving he has 
been paid off. | 

A captain may not leave a seaman behind without the consent 
of the harbour office or of the Consulate. In the case where a 
seaman is left behind in indigent circumstances, the consent 
can be made conditional on the captain’s guaranteeing his main- 
tenance for three months. 

_ No seaman can arbitrarily remain behind at the port. 

§9. Deserters may be arrested through the agency of the har- 
bour office, and brought back on board the ship; ae and 
dwelling houses may be subjected to search for them. Persons 
who afford an asylum to such a seaman, are liable to punish- 
ment. 

§10. The commander is bound to declare the death of every 
passenger or seaman which occurs in the port, at the harbour 
office, and also at the local office. The declaration at the local 
office need not be made if the deceased is a Chinaman. 

§11. Disputes between captain and the crew of a ship, the 
nationality of which is not represented by a Consulate in the 
Protectorate, are decided by the port authorities. In carrying 
out their decision, the authorities are entitled to impose fines 
up to $350 and imprisonment up to six weeks. 

§12.. Every ship anchored in the port must show a white light 
from sunset to sunrise. 

Fire on board and mutiny must be notified to the harbour 
office by distress signals (bell ringing or flag signals). 

§13. it is forbidden to throw ballast, ashes, or offal into the 
water within the harbour. On the other hand, the use of ship’s 
closets on ships lying at anchor is permitted. 

Everyone is bound to remove articles belonging to him, or 
confided to his care, if they interfere with the harbour traffic. 
The port police can carry out such removal at the expense of 
the owner, should the latter neglect to do so when called upon. 

Persons not legally authorised may not go on board a ship 
without the permission of the captain or his representative. 

It is forbidden to make fast to a ship, junks, lighters, and 
such-like craft without the permission of the captain or his 
representative. 

14. Buoys may only be laid with the permission of the har- 
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bour authorities. Loose buoys must be lighted from sunset to 
sunrise. The buoys are subject to the control of the harbour 
authorities, who can transfer or remove them to facilitate the 
traffic in the harbour. 

A captain is liable to a fine of up to $100, and a seaman up to 
$25, or imprisonment up to 25 days for the contravention of §8. 

Contraventions of §13 are punishable by $50 fine or one 
month’s imprisonment. 

The offences mentioned in §9 are punishable by a fine up to 
$250 or three months’ imprisonment. 

These regulations came into force on the 15th January last. 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


Duties on Kola Nuts and Ginger. 


A despatch, dated 24th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Dakar, transmitting the 
following information with regard to the duties on kola nuts 
and ginger imported into Senegal :— 

Kola Nuts.—The “ Droit de Douane” which is charged upon 
kola nuts from a French colony is 5 per cent. on the value, and 
upon those imported from a foreign colony 50 centimes per 
kilogram. In Senegal a kilogram of kola nuts is valued at 
8 francs, but the actual cost in Sierra Leone is about 1 franc 
50 centimes. As an example, for a basket of kola nuts weigh- 
ing 60 kilograms, from a French colony, the sum of 24 francs 
is paid, and for a similar quantity from a foreign colony 30 
francs are paid. In addition to this “ Droit de Douane,” there 
exists the octroi or town duty, which varies at Dakar, Gorée, 
and Saint Louis, as follows :— 

Dakar, 40 francs per 100 kilos; Gorée, 50 francs per 100 
kilos. ; Saint Louis, 20 per cent. of the value or 1 franc 60 cen- 
times per kilo. Thus the total sum paid in duties for 60 kilo- 
grams of kola nuts is :— 


Droit de Douane. Octroi. Total. 
fr. c. fr. c. 
Dakar win -_— ont 30 00 24 00 54 00 
Gorée 30 00 30 00 60 00 
Saint Louis... 4 cod 80 00 96 00 126 00 


The octroi is imposed by the Conseil Municipal in each town. 
Ginger.—No special rate of duty has been given to ginger, 
but it forms part of those articles of importation which are 


. 
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taxed according to the weight, the charges being :—5 per cent. 
Droit de Douane, 5 per cent. octroi, 7 per cent. if foreign pro- 
duce. 

In Senegal ginger is valued at 500 francs per 100 kilograms, 
and the duties on such a quantity amount therefore to 85 francs. 
The actual cost of ginger in Sierra Leone is about 2 farthings a 


pound, or one penny for a kilogram. 


FrancE—ManbaGascar. 
Establishment of Octroi de Mer Taz. 


The United States Consul at Tamatave has transmitted to 
his Government copy of a decree, as follows, creating a tax of 
“octroi de mer” on goods coming into the Island of Mada- 
gascar and dependencies. This tax takes the place of the so- 
called “taxe municipale,” and will take effect on and after 
Ist February, 1899 :— 

Article I—A tax of octroi de mer of 1 per cent. ad valorem 
is established in Madagascar for the benefit of towns and centres 
enjoying financial self-government, on all goods from any 
country imported directly from outside and declared in Customs 
for consumption. 

Article I1.—This tax is collected at all the ports of the colony 
open to direct importation: Diégo-Saurez, Tamatave, Fort 
Dauphin, Vohémar, Vatomandry, Tullear, St. Marie, Manan- 
jary, Majunga, Nossi Bé. 

Article I11.—The proceeds of the tax of octroi de mer is paid 
to the treasurer for the account of the colonial budget and 
divided quarterly between the towns and administrative centres 
by decree of the Governor-General passed in council of adminis- 
tration in accordance with the veils of these localities. 

Article IV.—From the gross proceeds of the octroi de mer 
there are deducted for expenses of collection: (1) To the profit 
of the local budgets, 1 per cent; (2) to the profit of the em- 
ployees of the Customs, a. cent. 

_ Article V.—The octroi de mer tax is paid to the colonial 
Customs service, at the same time with the Customs duties and 
various consumption taxes. 

Article VI.—The value to be declared is that which the goods 
cost on the spot where they are presented at the Custom House. 
It includes, eaiden the foreign purchase price, expenses after 
the purchase, such as export duties paid at foreign Custom 
Houses, transportation or freight, insurdnce, &c.—in a word, 
all that Rae a to form, on arrival, the market value of the 


object (the import duties not included). 
Article VII—Goods taken for consumption from any point 
whatsoever of Madagascar and accompanied by a pass of the 
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Custom House from the point of embarkation are free from the 


tax. 

Article VIII.—If the Custom House considers the declared 
value insufficient, it may request the appraisal of the goods by 
experts, who will be named one by the consignee, the other by 
the chief of the Customs service of the locality. In the event 
of difference in opinion, or if the consignee requests it, the arbi- 
pia will choose a third arbitrator. Their decision will be 
final. 


Article IX.—The expenses of the arbitrators will be borne by 
the consignee if the value determined by the decision exceeds the 
declared value. In the contrary case, the cost will be deducted 
from the roceeds of the tax. 

Article X.—The Customs law is applicable in all provisions 
not contrary to the foregoing articles. 


FrancE—TAHITI. 


Export Duty on Mother-of-Pearl. 


According to a Presidential Decree published in the “ Journal 
Officiel” of the 23rd March last, an export duty of 15 francs 

r 100 kilogs. is levied on mother-of-pearl shipped from the 

rench possessions in Oceania. This export duty will be re- 
funded at Tahiti to exporters producing a certificate of the 
home Customs, stating that the mother-of-pearl has been landed 
at a French port and declared for consumption. 


SPAIN. 
Renewal of Surcharges on Duty on Raw Cotton. 


A despatch, dated 14th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, trans- 
mitting copy and translation of a Royal Order renewing the 
imposition of the surcharge laid down by the Special Tariff 
No. 4 of the Customs Tariff on raw cotton imported from 
European ports, not being of European origin, which had been 
sey by the law of the 31st of May, 1898. The surcharge 
referred to is at the rate of 2°50 pesetas per 100 kilos. (220 Ibs.). 


Inport Duty on Raw Cotton. 


The following is the text of a Royal Order affecting the duty 
leviable on raw cotton imported into Spain, which has been for- 
warded to the Foreign Office from the Chargé d’Affaires at 
Madrid :— 

“Having received an application at this Ministry from the 
Syndicate of Cotton Manufacturers of Barcelona, requesting 
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the exemption from the duty laid down in tariff 4 of the Customs 
‘Lariff on raw cotton imported direct from the country of pro- 
duction and discharged in a European port for transhipment to 
Spain on a through bill of lading. 

“Considering that this request is based upon the necessity of 
unloading such consignments, as the direct transhipment from 
one vessel to another by means of lighters would incur a 
heavier expense than the duty imposed by the tariff 4, and 
besides being impracticable, would necessarily oblige a vessel 
to await the arrival of the vessel carrying the cargo of raw 
cotton, or vice versd, oblige the vessel carrying the cargo of 
cotton to await the cond, to which the cargo is to be tran- 
— In both cases heavy expenses would be incurred, and 
the Treasury would derive no benefit, and the national produc- 
tion would be injured. 

“Considering that by acceding to the request of the Syndi- 
cate of Cotton Manufacturers no interests are damaged, and 
those of the national manufacturers are legitimately favoured : 

“The King and, in his name, the Queen Regent of the King- 
dom, as follows :— 

“1. Be it understood with regard to the duty on raw cotton 
leviable under tariff 4, that consignments from the country of 
production with a direct bill of lading shall be considered direct 
consignments, even if discharged in a European port, lying on 
the quays or in barges awaiting the arrival of a vessel, but not 
entering the wharf warehouse, if these circumstances are 
attested by a certificate from the Custom House authority at 
the European port, with the vista of the Spanish Consul. 

“2. This measure shall be applied to consignments pending 
dispatch, and 

“3. Shall be published for the guidance and notice of the 
Customs Houses and trade in general.” 


Regulation affecting Duties on Merchandise in Passengers’ 
Luggage. 


M. C. F. Adams, Hon. Secretary of Embassy at Madrid, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office dated 29th April last, forwarding 
translation of a Royal Order, explains the regulations regard- 
ing the duties imposed on merchandise in travellers’ luggage. 
The following is the text of the order in question :— 

1. That in part G, paragraph 5, of regulation 12 of the 
tariff, it is understood that the reduced or second tariff as may 
correspond, taking into account the nationality of the travellers, 
will be applied to all merchandise brought by travellers in 
their luggage, which does not form a commercial consignment, 
without prejudice to the application of the first tariff in all 
cases stated in the legal text. 
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Tariff Decisions. 


A despatch, dated 28th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, contain- 
ing copy of a Royal Decree, as follows :— 

Article 1.—Cocoa and coffee, in berry, are declared to be in- 
cluded under numbers 308 and 310, respectively, of the Customs 
Tariff in force when they arrive roasted or in any other form 
than in their natural state. 

Article 2.—The explanation contained in the preceding 
article will be understood to apply to all assessments made in 
the Custom Houses of the Peninsula and Balearic Islands, from 
the publication of this decree in the ‘‘ Madrid Gazette.” 


TURKEY. 
Prohibition of Export of Corn. 


A despatch, dated 3rd April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, re- 
— that he has received a note verbale from the Sublime 

orte, stating that, owing to local requirements, the prohibi- 
tion of the export of corn from the Vilayet of Scutari, in 
Albania, which has been in force since last July is to be con- 
tinued until next harvest. 


/ 


UnitTEeD STATES. 


New Classification of Foreign Countries for Statements of 


Trade and Shipping. 


A copy of a circular to Collectors of Customs in the United 
States, relating to a new classification of foreign countries and 
dependencies for statements of trade and shipping, has been 
received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

To this circular is annexed a schedule exhibiting the classi- 
fication of foreign countries and dependencies prescribed for 
monthly statements of imports and exports, and of vessels 
entered and cleared in the foreign trade, required to be ren- 
dered by Collectors of Customs to the Bureau of Statistics of 
the Department. This schedule will take effect 1st July, 1899, 
and will supersede prior schedules on this subject. 

Collectors are to consider the country in which imported 
merchandise was invoiced as the country whence the same was 
imported into the United States, and are to direct that all entries 
of imported merchandise shall indicate both the country and 
place where the invoice was dated, and the country and port 
whence the final shipment to the United States was made, to- 
gether with the nationality and motive power of the vessel in 
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which the same was brought to the first port in the United 
States. 

In export statements the countries stated should be, so 
far as can be ascertained, those for which the exports are 
destined for a market, and not those for which the exporting 
vessel or car may clear from the United States, if the country 
of ultimate destination is different from that for which the 
vessel or car clears. Exporters will be required to state in 
their manifests of goods exported the country of ultimate desti- 
nation. 

The most notable departures from correct designation of 
the true destination or market of exports occur with respect to 
articles of bread-stuffs, provisions, and other merchandise 
shipped through northern border ports and Canada, destined 
for Europe vid Montreal, Quebec, and the St. Lawrence River. 
These articles are frequently declared by shippers in their mani- 
fests as for export to the provinces of Quebec and Ontario, when 
they should be declared as for export to the country of true 
destination in Europe, &c., beyond Canada, the shipment 
through Canada being merely an incident in their transporta- 
tion to the true point of export or market. 


Countervailing Duties on Sugar of Belgian Origin. 


A despatch, dated 19th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, trans- 
mitting copies of a Treasury Circular, declaratory of the boun- 
ties on sugar exported from Belgium, and issued for the pur- 
poses of assessment of the additional countervailing duties, as 
required by section 5 of the Tariff Act of 1897. 

The bounty in question is declared to be at the rate of 4°05 
francs per hundred kilograms for raw sugar, and 4°60 francs 

r hundred kilograms on the refined; the countervailing duty 
will be fixed at an equivalent rate, as provided by section 5 of 
the tariff. 


Act to Prevent the Importation of Impure and Unwholesome Tea. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of an Act of the United States Congress, passed to 
prevent the importation of impure and unwholesome tea. The 
above may be seen at the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 11 and 5. 


Unitep States—Cvusa. 


Abolition of Fees. 


By Tariff Circular No. 40 of the War Department at Wash- 
ington, all registry fees imposed for documenting foreign-built 
vessels in Cuba are abolished. 
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Tariff Modifications. 


Paragraph 337, on page 72 of the “Amended Customs Tariff 
and Regulations for Ports in Cuba in possession of the United 
States,” has been amended so as to read as follows : —337. Hats of 
“yarey,’ leghorn or Indian straw, rice straw or esparto, and 
their imitations: (a) Shaped or not, but without lining, ribbons, 
borders, or trimmings, 80 cents per dozen; (6) finished (or with 
either of these accessories, $1°40 per dozen. 


Unitep States—Porto Rico. 
Tariff Modifications. 


By Tariff Circular No. 39 of the War Department at Wash- 
ington, paragraph 191, page 65, of the Amended Customs Tariff 
and Regulations for Ports in Porto Rico, is amended so as to 
read as follows:—“191. Coopers’ wares: (a) Fitted together, 
G. W., 100 kil., 65 cents; (6) in shooks, also hoops and head- 
ings, G. W., 100 kil., 18 cents. 


Regulations affecting Foreign and American Vessels. 


The following is a paraphrase of a telegram received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. . T. Tower, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
at Washington, dated Ist May, 1899 : — 

“The General commanding in Porto Rico was instructed on 
the 28th ultimo by the Secretary for War to allow all vessels, 
foreign or American, to clear and load for the United States. 
This permission to last until (such) period as American vessels 
can be furnished to meet the demands of the inhabitants of 
Porto Rico in shipping their products. The Government of 
Canada has been acquainted.” 


Unitep StaTEsS—PHILIPPINES. 


Customs Decisions. 


By Tariff Circular No. 43 of the War Department at Wash- 
ington, articles of the growth, produce, and manufacture of the 
Philippine Islands exported to a foreign country, and returned 
without having been advanced in value or improved in condi- 
tion by any process of manufacture or other means, and upon 
which no drawback or bounty has been allowed, are admitted 
free of duty. 


JAPAN. 


Tariff Amendment Law. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
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Office, copy of a Japanese General Tariff Amendment Law to 
come into force on the 15th August next, as follows :— 

The following clause is added to Article 1:—Articles coming 
under group 16, class 1, of the annexed tariff, which contain 
more than 65 per cent. of alcohol at a temperature of 15 degrees 
Celsius, shall pay duty as alcohol under No. 69 of the tariff. 

The following sub-heading is added after sub-heading 11 of 
Article 5 :— 

12. Articles imported by the Government, of which the 
Government has the monopoly. 

The following amendments are made in the import tariff :— 


No. Articles. Duty. 
Per cent. 

69 Alcohol ad valorem 250 
} Strack out 
256 Sheet (except No. 2sheet) ... 10 
379 Cigars and cheroots ... 100 
382 Cut tobacco ... dew 100 
384 Other manufactured tobacco 100 
388 Chinese “ sake” 

393 Refined “ sake” (similar to that brewed in 

398 Other distilled spirits = iy 100 
515a | Phosphorites 
| pu 

orate of 
518¢ | Amorphous 4 
518d | Yellow phosphorus 
525a | Zinc sheet (No. 2 only) 


BritisH Inp1a. 


Additional Import Duty on Bounty-Fed Articles. 


A copy of an Act, as follows, to amend the Indian Tariff Act 
fet has been received at the Board of Trade from the India 

ce :— 

After section 8 of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the following 
section shall be added, namely :— 

“8a—(1.) Where any country, dependency, or colony, pays 
or bestows, directly or indirectly, any bounty or grant upon 
the exportation therefrom of any article, and the article is 
chargeable with duty under the provisions of this Act, then, 
a the importation of any ok article into British India, 


the same is imported directly from the country of pro- 
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duction or otherwise, and whether it is imported in the same 
condition as when exported from the country of production, or 
has been changed in condition by manufacture or otherwise, 
the Governor-General in Council may, by notification in the 
“Gazette of India,” impose an additional hus equal to the net 
amount of such bounty or grant, however the same be paid or 
bestowed. 

“(2.) The net amount of any such bounty or grant as afore- 
said shall be, from time to time, ascertained, determined, and 
declared by the Governor-General in Council and the Governor- 
General in Council may, by notification in the “Gazette of 
India,” make rules for the identification of such articles and 
for the assessment and collection of any additional duty imposed 
upon the importation thereof under sub-section (1).” 

This Act shall not apply to any imported article the bill of 
lading for which was signed and given before the commence- 
ment of this Act. 

This Act is to come into force at once. 


XX.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


Prosectep NEw SHIPBUILDING YARD IN THE Brack Sea. 


Concession to a French Syndicate. 


A report, dated 17th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at Nicolaieff 
stating that the action of the present Minister of Finance, His 
Excellency S. de Witte, in his desire to foster the Russian 
mercantile marine, is already showing results in the increasing 
number of sea-going vessels hailing from Russian Black Sea 
ports, which are principally employed as colliers for the trans- 
port of Donetz coal from Meat and occasionally in carry- 
ing grain to the Mediterranean and to the United Kingdom. 
This action so far consists in the abolition, in. June last, of 
the duty on sea-going steamers, and in the foundation at Odessa 
oo summer of a high-class marine school subsidised by the 

tate. 

There is now a Commission sitting at St. Petersburg, presided 
over by His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Alexander Mic- 
hailovich, which, while jealously reserving the exclusive right 
to Russian subjects to own Russian vessels, seems inclined to 
allow Russian steam navigation companies to issue shares to 
bearer, which would allow foreigners to participate in them, 
providing the administration be in the hands of Russian sub- 
jects. 
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The want of patent slips for docking and repairing steamers 
is greatly felt in the Black Sea, as the only private one exist- 
ing is Bellino Fenderich at Odessa, which can only take up 
vessels drawing not more than nine feet of water and of not 
beyond 2,000 tons gross tonnage. The Government docks and 
slips at Nicolaieff and Sevastopol have always more than they 
can do with men-of-war, the Volunteer Fleet, and the steamers 
of the Russian Steam Navigation Company. A Belgian Com- 
pany is building patent slips and erecting enormous works at 
this port, but the position is not considered to be of the best on 
account of the freezing up of the River Bug during the winter. 

It is now proposed, under the auspices of the Naval Authori- 
ties, to grant a concession to a French syndicate to build a 
patent slip and shipbuilding yard on the Island of Djarilgach, 
on the north coast of the Black Sea. The spot chosen is prac- 
tically sheltered on all sides, there is a sufficient depth of water, 
and the island in its highest part is only nine feet above sea 
level. The Gulf of Djarilgach has lately come into note 
through the opening in it of the new port of Skadovsk, which 
will ultimately be connected by a branch railway with the 
main line from the north to the Crimea. It is anticipated that 
when the new line is built much of the Azov trade may be 
diverted to Skadovsk. 

It may be mentioned that about thirty-five years ago, in one 
of his reports, the British Vice-Consul at Kherson, called atten- 
tion to the admirable anchoragé and other natural advantages 
of the Gulf of Djarilgach as a place for a descent, and foretold 
that the day would come when it would play an important part 
in the export trade of Southern Russia. 

The Commission at St. Petersburg has also advised, on the 
recommendation of the various exchange committees, that the 
Administration of Ports be put under the Ministry of Finance 
instead of the Ministry of the Interior, and also that the canal 
dues be refunded to any Russian steamers passing through the 
Suez Canal, and not exclusively to those need to Siberian 
ports. 


Want or British ENTERPRISE IN Russtan Povanp. 


H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, in a report to the Foreign 
Office (Annual Series, 2226), writes as follows :— 

“When I first learnt the almost total absence of British 
capital from this district, in which foreigners of other nationali- 
ties find so favourable a field, I was at a considerable loss to 
understand the apathy of Englishmen who were content with 
from 2} to 5 per cent. when so fair an opportunity of getting 
the double without risk lay so near, and I .was still more 


uzzled by their refusal to even consider such projects as were 
Taid before them. , 


May 1899.] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 597 


“ Although I have now learnt the reason of this reluctance 
to invest money in Russia, I am still totally at a loss to account 
for the refusal of British firms to deal with buyers here of 
established respectability on terms which involve no risk. For 
instance, a thoroughly sound and old-established firm here 
_ wrote, by my advice, to a well-known firm at Glasgow and to 
another at Middlesbro’ asking them to quote prices for pig- 
iron, cash against documents, London. The answer from each 
by return of ar was: ‘ We regret that we can make no use of 

our offer.’ In this case there could be no question as to the 
solidity of the firm here, which got the pig-iron in Germany, 
but I believe that in most cases this reluctance to do business 
or to invest money in this district is due to a fear as to the 
security, and a complete ignorance as to the safeguards which 
exist in Russia for foreign investors and creditors. 


Tue Route or THE OroTen Ratiway. 


A despatch, dated 22nd April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, re- 
porting that the Ofoten Railway will have two termini on the 
Norwegian coast—Narvik and Fagernaes. 

From Fagernaes the line is to follow the east side of Narvik 
Bay, meeting the line from Narvik—which is to be exclusively 
reserved for the ore traffic from Luossawara and Kjirunawara— 
above Narvik Mier, and continuing along the south side of the 
Rombak river, through a steep and difficult tract of country (a 
succession of tunnels, deep rock cuttings, or walled embank- 
ments, some 100 feet high), the line, in places, crossing the 
face of mountain precipices. The average rise is said to be 15 
in 1,000 above this spot, the highest point of the railway lying 
1,712 feet above the sea, near the frontier. The line has, in 
several places, been altered from the track, proposed by the 
British company a few years ago, so that no curves now exceed 
a radius of 984 feet, instead of 525 feet, the sharpest curve on 
the old track. 

In passing the Télta fjeld, at an altitude of 328 feet, the line 
reaches its most dangerous part, snow avalanches being not 
uncommon. One of these avalanches once destroyed part of the 
line nearly completed at this point by the British company. 

At Rombaksbotten an active transportation of material, both 
for the Swedish and Norwegian portion of the line, is going on. 
The line here reaches 1,000 feet, and from this point the trans- 
port road continues right through to Vassijaure on the Swedish 
side. This road follows a anol deal the old line, as planned, 
but is now considerably altered. There is no actual high 
road; it is rather a ‘enh about 2} yards wide, and at present, 


in many places, rises 1 in 6—-so it is stated. 
Some distance above Rombaksbotten, the valley divides into 
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two arms, at which point a funicular railway, about one 
kilometre long, rises from the town to join the transport road 
above mentioned. This rope line has been made by the Swedish 
State Railway, to lighten the transport of materials and pro- 
visions, and it is probable that it will be extended as the trans- 
port road approaches nearer to Vassijaure. The line then enters 
the Hunddal, following first the south, then the north side of 
the valley. It then bends through the Norddal, and continues 
across the mountain, direct to the frontier. 

In the Hunddal it is not yet decided which of two alternatives 
shall be followed :— 

(a) The so-called “outer” line crosses the valley by a bridge 
460 feet long and 230 feet high, with a projected span of 312 
feet. This bridge, if adopted, will be the largest bridge in 
Norway. This alternative is recommended from military con- 
siderations, as the destruction of the bridge will at once stop 
all communications by the line. 

(6) The “inner” line is about 800 yards longer, but affords 
easier curves and gradients, and is preferable from a technical 
point of view, and the construction of the bridge is thereby 
avoided. 

Photographs and surveys of the valley are being made, and 
os choice of the route to be followed will rest with the Stor- 
thing. 


New Cement Factory 1n Norway. 


According to a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Chris- 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
that the building activity in Christiania has caused a consider- 
able growth in the demand for cement, the importation of which 
from Germany is stated to be largely on the increase. 

The Norwegian Cement Company at Slemmestad is now said 
to be about to erect a large new factory in Norway, which is to 
be a branch of one of the largest cement factories in Germany. 
It is considered that, when completed, the new factory will be 
able not only to supply sufficient to meet the demand for cement 
in Norway, but also to manufacture for the purpose of exporta- 
tion. 


ProsEcTeD Harsour Works at CHRISTIANIA. 


According to a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Chris- 
tiania to the Foreign Office, dated 8th April last, the Town 
Council of that city have voted the sum of about forty-seven 
thousand pounds for the construction of a pier, a fishing-boat 
harbour, surrounded by a mole, and a quay one hundred and 
~ metres in length along the foreshore of the Christiania 
ortress. 


a 
a 
1 
. 
2 
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It is intended that the above works, which are regarded as 
the commencement of a reves! re-arrangement of the harbour 
works of Christiania, shall be taken in hand as soon as possible, 
and the Town Council have decided to entrust their construc- 
tion to one or several contractors, who, are, if possible, to be 
Norwegians. Payment is to be reckoned by the piece, and not 
in a lump sum, and the contract or contracts will contain clauses 
to safeguard the workmen in connection with the payment of 
their wages and their maintenance in case of illness. 


New Free Port at tHe Entrance To Danrzia. 


A despatch, dated Ist April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Dantzig, with reference to 
a duty-free enclosure which was to be opened on the 5th April 
last at Neufahrwasser, the entrance to the port of Dantzig. 

The Consul states that the new free port is small in compari- 
son with the spaces allotted to the same purpose in the leading 
German shipping places, being altogether about 38 acres in 
extent, of which one-third is water, with a depth of 22 feet 
9 inches. 

The cost of transforming the basin and its surroundings to 
its present use has been chiefly borne by the German State 
Railway Department, the town of Dantzig having only contri- 
buted a sum of 15,000/. towards the undertaking. 

Eleven sheds, having each an area of 700 square metres, have 
been built on the north side of the basin by the railway authori- 
ties for general use, and a private firm has also acquired the 
right to build sheds on the south side. 

he whole has been connected with the German railway 
system, so that little delay will take place in moving the goods 
dealt with. Electric light will be principally used, and the 
management is in the hands of the Railway Department. 


Government Contract with THE Nortn GERMAN 
Luoyp 8.8. Co. 


A despatch, dated 12th April last, has been received at the 
‘Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin on the sub- 
ject of the Government contract with the North German Lloyd 
Steamer Company for postal communication with Eastern Asia 
and Australia. It has now been notified in the “Reichs-Anzeiger” 
of the 12th April last that the fifteen-year contract agreed upon is 
not to commence until the Ist of October, 1899, instead of on 
the Ist of April last as was then arranged. In consequence of 
this change, all the dates agreed upon im that contract are 
altered to corresponding dates six months later. 
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ProposeD IncREASED Duty on Hops 1n Germany. 


A despatch, dated 22nd April, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Munich, 
reporting that the Association of Bavarian Hop Brokers 
recently petitioned for a very large increase in the import 
duty on hops, and for the prohibition of the mixing of Bava- 
rian hops with any other hops. The Chamber of Commerce for 
Middle Franconia, the chief hop district in Bavaria, has now, 
at the request of the Bavarian Minister of the Interior, reported 
on these proposals. The Chamber opposes both suggestions on 
the ground that Germany produces, on an average of the past 
four years, 550,000 centners of hops (1 centner equals 1104 lbs.), 
and only requires 380,000 centners to produce the 62 million 
hectolitres of beer annually made in Germany, so that the 
surplus is about 170,000. The import of hops in the chief 
season in 1898—<.e., from September to December—was only 
about 40,000 centners, of which 28,750 centners came from 
Austria, and 2,188 from Russia, while the German export to 
these two countries was 5,866 and 2,764 centners respectively. 
At present en oye and England admit hops duty free, and the 
journal “ Handel und Gewerbe” fears retaliatory measures if 
the duty is raised largely in Germany. Moreover, the addition 
of fine Bohemian hops is indispensable for the brewing of the 
mild Munich beers, as well as for brewing of the fine light 
beers in the Pilsener style, now so much in demand. A strong 
objection made by the Chamber to the suggested prohibition 
of the mixing of Bavarian hops with other hops is the fact 
that one-third of the Bavarian crop consists of so-called “ ex- 
port hops,” which, in order to find a market, have to be mixed 
with finer sorts of hops from Baden, Wurtemburg, and Alsace. 

The Bavarian crop averages about 270,000 centners, or 
approximately half the total yield of Germany. 


Import oF Russian Petrotevm 1NTO Bavaria. 


A despatch, dated 25th April, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Munich, calling 
attention to the efforts now being made to import Russian 
petroleum into Bavaria and South Germany, vid the Danube, 
so as to enable it to compete on better terms with the Ameri- 
can product. 

The subject was taken up very warmly by the Press last 
year, and the Russian Minister at Munich called the attention 
of his Government to the question in a special report pub- 
lished in the Russian official gazette in November last. 

It appears that Russian petroleum is at present imported by 
sea from Batoum to Trieste, and that even by this long route 
it can be sold at Augsburg cheaper than American petroleum. 
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The practical value of the Danube route was shown in May, 
1898, by the arrival at Ratisbon of three tank vessels with 
650,000 and 300 tons, respectively, of Roumanian petrole im 
in tow of a Servian tug. The voyage from Giurgevo tock 42 


days. 

Efforts are being made by the Gagarin and Servian Danube 
Steamship Companies, so it is stated, to arrange a direct service 
up the Danube between Radujevatz, Kladowo, Belgrade, Buda 
Pesth, and Ratisbon, and the Bavarian Government are said 
to be making representations against the proposed increase of 
the Iron Gate dues by the Hungarian Government. 

The extensive use of the “Diexel” oil motor engines, for 
which cheap petroleum is required, gives special interest to the 

uestion in Bavaria. 

In 1898 the import of Russian burning oil into Germany 
was 50,911 tons, and of Russian lubricating oil 52,307 tons, as 
against only 21,340 and 7,900 tons respectively in 1897. In 
the first two months of 1899 the import of Russian burning oil 
was three times larger than during the same period of 1898, 
while that of lubricating oil increased 66 per cent. 


German Proursition or Time-BarGarins IN Twists oF 
CarpEep Woot. 


A despatch, dated 24th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing a 
memorandum by Mr. H. Gastrell, Commercial Attaché to the 
Embassy, relating to the prohibition of time-bargains in twists 
of carded wool (“sliver”) as follows :— 

The “Reichsanzeiger” of the 21st April publishes a decree, 
dated the 20th of that month, prohibiting time-bargains (Bér- 
senterminhandel) in laps or twists of carded wool (“sliver”) 
which has been issued by the Minister of the Interior. This 
decree is founded on §50 of the law on exchanges (Boérsen- 
gesetz) of 22nd June, 1896; and it says:— 

“From the Ist of June, 1899, time-bargains in sliver is for- 
bidden, so long as it does not interfere with the carrying out 
of bargains made before that date. Bargains concluded before 
Ist June, 1899, will not be allowed to run beyond the Ist of 
May, 1900.” 

his decree has been brought about chiefly by the efforts of 
the Saxon Government, although the inquiry into the subject 
showed great differences of opinion. The “ Bérsen Courier” 
remarks that it is a pity that a longer notice was not allowed, 
and that this business will now pass completely into the hands 
of foreign exchanges. That paper also says it was understood 
that Germany should ask foreign Governments to abolish such 
game but that no great efforts have been made in this 

irection. 
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Fisuinc Bounties 1N FRANCE. 


The British Vice-Consul at St. Malo, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, states that bounties allowed to French vessels 
on the produce of French fishing (primes pour l’encouragement 
de la péche) are: Direct from fishing grounds, or from 
bonded stores in France, 20 fr. per 100 kilos. (1 ewt. 3 qrs. 24 Ibs. 
7 oz. avoirdupois) if destined for French possessions in America, 
India, or West Coast of Africa, and to other trans-Atlantic 
countries, provided there is a French Consul at the port of 
importation ; 16 fr. per 100 kilos. if from ports in France, with- 
out having been stored there, to the same colonies and coun- 
tries as above. If imported to European countries on the Medi- 
terranean, 16 fr.; to the old States of Sardinia or Algeria, 12 fr. 
Roes brought to France by ships engaged in fishing or other 
French ships, if certified to be of national origin, 20 fr. per 
100 kilos. These bounties are paid, after verification by 
Customs, or production of the certificate giving details of origin, 
signed by the commander of the naval station or maritime 
authority. 

Salt is free (if French) of all charges, but foreign salt pays a 
duty of 60 c. per 100 kilos., plus 4 per cent., and when brought 
direct from foreign countries to the fishing grounds is charged 
on the return of the vessels with this duty, calculated at 90 
kilos. for each 100 kilos. of cod dried or cured. Certain draw- 
backs, on a sliding scale, are allowed on dried codfish, to be 
claimed at the first French port touched at. Any salt remain- 
ing, which has been used, and is, therefore, no good for con- 
sumption, must be destroyed or mixed with manure (75 parts 
-salt to 125 manure to 100 kilos.). There are also other imix- 
tures allowed by the Customs. 50 fr. are allowed per man 
employed in fishing and drying on the coast of Newfoundland, 
St. Pierre-Miquelon, or Great Bank. 30 fr. per man employed 
in fishing only, without drying, on the Great Bank, subject to 
certain rules as to the effective drying of fish, a concession 
allowed since 1852, having been suppressed in 1896. 

The bounty of 50 fr. and 30 fr. per man, accorded by the 
Government, is by no means lost, for in spite of what has been 
said to the contrary these men are excellent sailors. 

The question of the seamen’s actual profit is open to doubt, 
although it would seem that the French Government could 
exercise a great restraint upon their expenditure of the advance 
given them by retaining a portion to be supplied to the wives 
during their absence by weekly instalments. Under the pre- 
sent system, it often happens that when they obtain the advance 
in February, they are robbed by the usual people to be found 
in every seaport, enticed to drink, and so leave their families 
without means of subsistence during the summer. 

If such protection were accorded them, the fishermen would 
benefit, especially where they are allowed to take one fish for 
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every 1,000 caught for themselves. This, added to the offal, Xc., 
that they bring home, and the prospect of a pension in their old 


age, would give them a fair living, as most families have a little 
land. 


OPENING FOR SALE or ScorcH OATMEAL AT MARSEILLES. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Marseilles, reporting that in that city there 


seems to be a small, but gradually increasing, consumption of 
Scotch oatmeal. 


It is retailed there at 10d. the pound, but as it could be 
delivered at Marseilles by barrel of 220 pounds, all charges 
paid, duty included, at the rate of less than 2}d. the pound, 
there would seem to be an opening for business on a small! scale. 


OprENING FoR CHEMIcAL Manure TRADE IN SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Gijon reports to the Foreign 
Office that the Province of Asturias is daily extending the cul- 
tivation of beetroot to meet the demand of three large su 
factories being built in this district, and it is calculated that 
10,000 to 12,000 tons of superphosphate will be required during 
1899. France imported 28 tons, Belgium 1,740 tons, and Great 
Britain nil in 1898. 

It is to be hoped that British chemical manufacturers desir- 
ous of extending their foreign trade will take due note of this 
very unsatisfactory statement, and endeavour to obtain a foot- 
ing in the growing quantities of manures wanted, which ought 
to contain 14 to 16 per cent. of phosphoric acid. 

British traders do not appear to be well posted as to the re- 
quirements of Asturias, nor does it appear that the repeated 
references made to the capabilities of the market, as an outlet 
for more British products, receive due attention at home, other- 
wise it is difficult to understand why such an important centre 
is ignored. 

A chemical works on the east coast has just entered into a 
contract for 1,000 tons of superphosphate through a French 
house. The following are the names and addresses of prin- 
cipal importers: Sefior Director, Sociedad Azucarera Asturiana, 
Gijon; Sefior Director, Sociedad Azucarera, Villaviciosa, 
‘Asturias (Spain); Sefior Director, Sociedad Azucarera, Lieres, 
Asturias (Spain); Sefior Director, Sociedad Azucarera, Villa- 
legre, Aviles. It is worth noting that beetroot growing is 
making great progress throughout Spain, especially since the 
loss of the colonies, and that a merchant of Gijon, Don Casimire 
Velasco, supplies several districts with chemical manures, 
hitherto imported from Belgium.—(Poreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2216. 


| 
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Partiat or Octror Duties 1n Minan. 


H.M. Consul at Milan states that the idea of completely 
abolishing the octroi has not been found feasible, but the pre- 
sent municipal administration has, at last, in spite of much 
opposition from those whose interests are adversely affected by 
the change, succeeded in very materially modifying in a popular 
sense the incidence of the tax and at the same time in removing 
an injustice. 

Under the old system those living within the walls and who 
_ constitute only about 55 per cent. of the total number of citizens 
were subjected to a very much heavier tariff than those living 
immediately outside. To such an extent was this the case that 
the former contributed towards the total amount realised at the 
rate of 38 fr. 56 c. per head, as against only 9 fr. 91 ©. contri- 
buted by the latter. 

Under the new system the city boundaries have been ex- 
tended so as to include the suburbs, actual and prospective, and 
all are now taxed alike. The perimeter of the present taxable 
area is 174 miles, whilst it was previously only 9} miles. At 
the same time the tax on all those articles which form the chief 
necessaries of life, such as flour and breadstuffs, rice, cheese, 
butter, sugar, tea, coffee, chocolate, salt and dried fish, lemons, 
oil, and candles, firewood, coal, and coke, glass and crocke 
ware, has been entirely abolished, whilst that on swine’s flesh 
in all its forms, which is the animal food chiefly consumed by 
the poorer classes, has been reduced by nearly one-half. 

The only articles now subject to octroi are :—-Wine, alcohol, 
beer, and aérated waters, meat, poulty, game, and fresh fish, 
forage, building materials, and gas. 

To Milan belongs the credit of being the first municipality 
in Italy to grapple seriously with the octroi duties, and if it has 
not been oan sible to abolish them altogether, at least 
their heavy ‘eullease on the poor, which is the most odious 
feature of this form of taxation, has been almost if not entirely 


removed.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2231.) 


CoMPETITION British TRADE IN GREECE. 


Although Great Britain occupies the first place in exporting 
to Greece, yet she now finds other countries keenly com- 

ting with her in supplying goods of which at one time she 

ad the monopoly. A case in point is that of Italy, who for 
many years sent a very common earthenware made on her east 
coast, latterly, however, some of her manufactories, such as the 
“Societa Richard Ginori,” have begun to compete successfully 
with the better class English earthenware, and the importation 
to Greece of English ware is now practically confined to the 
“White Granite” and “C. C.” 
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Further, Italy is doing a brisk trade in supplying the 
market with the thinner numbers of cotton twist which, for 
reasons connected with the water and climate as well as for 
other reasons, the Greek mills are unable to produce, and which 
were at one time exclusively supplied by Manchester. 

H.M. Consul at the Pirzeus states that one reason assigned 
for the advance of Italian trade with Greece is that the 
premium on gold in Italy operates advantageously for the 
Greek merchant. 

The Americans also are energetically competing with Great 
Britain, and notwithstanding the enormous freight expenses 
in proportion to the value of the articles, the distance and 
absence of direct communication, they have successfully put 
on the market such articles as crucibles and iron tubes which 
have hitherto been British specialities. 

The relative position of the trade of Great Britain and of 
other countries seems to have undergone little change during 
the last few years. In the matter of machinery and locomotives 
it is msde acknowledged that British make is the most 
durable, though probably more expensive, and as capital is 
somewhat scarce in this country, it is generally the cheapness 
more than the durability of the article which appeals to the 
Greek purchaser.—-(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2225.) 


AMERICAN CoMPETITION wWitH Britisu TRADE IN FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at La Rochelle reports that the sale of British- 
made goods is still diminishing at that place, and will most 
likely continue to do so, principally owing to the protective 
duties, but also in some degree to the failure of manufacturers 
to adapt themselves to the requirements of customers. 

In the first case, where England has to compete with French 
goods the falling-off was inevitable, because when once the 
native makers get into the way of producing the same class of 
articles of a fairly good quality, competition becomes impos- 
sible in the face of the enormous duties put on most of them, 
which are not only protective but prohibitive. 

There are, however, still certain articles which French manu- 
facturers have so far been unable to produce of a sufficiently 
good quality to take the place of British goods, or have not 
thought it worth while to do so, and in these there is still a 
considerable business left. It is here that England comes to 
compete with other foreign nations and has lost ground in fair 
and open competition in two classes of goods: the cheap and 
inferior, in which she is supplanted by Germany, and the dear 
and good by the United States of America. 

With regard to the first it is very doubtful if it is a loss, but 
the other is a more serious matter. 
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For instance, in the case of agricultural machinery where 
England had it all her own way some years ago, America is 
fast taking the business from her, and has probably got more 
than half of it in 1898. 

The dealers say that no machines can be better than the 
English, but the farmers want all agricultural machinery to 
be as light as possible, and in this British manufacturers have 
not fallen in with their desires, and still continue to send goods 
as heavy as formerly, whereas the Americans have adapted 
themselves to circumstances, and make machines which are 
exactly suited to their requirements owing to being lighter. 

There are a number of importers of these machines at La 
Rochelle, and the importance of the business may be gathered 
from the fact that one dealer alone sold last year over 100 
reapers and mowers, of which 50 were British. He could have 
sold 50 more if they had been more suited to the country, in- 
stead of which he had to supply American machines. 

As regards implements other than reapers and mowers, most 
of those sold are American, all being lighter, and weight for 
weight, as strong as English. 

Another inducement to the dealers to buy in America is that 
the manufacturers sell to them direct, while they complain that 
the favourite British marks can only be bought through an 
— in France which they believe increases the cost to them- 
selves. 

Then, again, it is very important to have all agricultural 
machinery well exhibited at the country agricultural shows 
which are always taking place. This is very well done by the 
American makers, who send skilled persons to work them, and 
the country farmers form their idea of the value of a machine 
from seeing its work and comparing it with others.—(Foreiqn 
Office, Annual Series, 2224.) : 


Servian CoNCESSION FOR THE ERECTION oF A Paper Mitt. 


Mr. R. G. Macdonald, H.M. Consul at Belgrade, in a despatch 
dated the 26th April last states that a concession has been 
see by the Servian Government to Mr. H. Fiillner, of 

armbruhn, in Silesia, for the erection of a paper mill in 
Servia. 

The concession, which is limited to fifteen years, includes the 
various privileges and exemptions from Custom dues and taxes 
enumerated in the law on industrial concessions of the 16th/ 
28th July, 1898. The concessionaire undertakes to invest a 
sum of at least 1,200,000 dinars (say 48,0007.) in the mill, and 
to manufacture paper out of raw material found in Servia. A 
workmen’s institution fund is to be established, and after a 
period of five years one half of the workmen employed at the 
mill are to be of Servian nationality. The mill buildings are 
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to be erected within twelve months, and the manufacture of the 
paper is to be begun at the end of two years from the signing 
of the concession, that is to say, the 8th/20th April, 1899. 


Tue East Arrican Steamsuir Line. 


A despatch, dated 8th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
a memorandum giving the following information from the 
report of the “German East African Shipping Company” for 
1898 :— 

The gross receipts from the twenty-five whee undertaken 
in that year were 48,919/., as compared with 46,743/. in the 

revious year. A considerable loss was again experienced in 
1398 from the continually falling value of the “ milreis,” but 
the company hopes to avoid similar losses in the future, as soon 
as the old contract with the Portuguese Government expires 
(which appears to be towards the end of this year). The depres- 
sion of business in South Africa and coal strikes in Wales, both 
helped to bring about unsatisfactory financial results for the 
past year. The sum of 36,873/. was written off, and after 
placing a certain amount to the reserve fund, there remained 
7,5401. out of which a dividend of 3 per cent. on a capital of 
250,000/. was distributed, the same as last year. A large new 
steamer is to be delivered for this company in the middle of 


1900. 


New S.S. Between Japan anp Perv. 


A despatch, dated 7th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lima, reporting that the 
Japanese steamship “Sakura Maru,” registered first class at 
Lloyd’s, has sailed from Yokohama direct for the port of Callao, 
and she was to start on the return voyage with passengers and 
cargo. It is said that this experimental enterprise is destined 
to be developed into a regular service if it is found that suffi- 
cient commercial business can be procured to render direct 
communication between Japan and Peru adequately remunera- 
tive. The “Sakura Maru” brought to Callao a large number 
of Japanese coolies, destined principally for agricultural labour, 

‘though one of the leading clubs in Lima has already retained 
the services of twelve of them as domestic servants. It is said 
that the Pacific Steam Navigation Company have made new 
arrangements in their northern route from Callao, one effect 
of which is that passengers have now to wait some six days at 
Panama before being able to proceed to Europe, and vice versa. 


D2 
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XXT.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Bounties ON THE Export or AGRICULTURAL Proptcr 
Britisun Coxontes. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
copy of a return showing the British colonies which pay boun- 
ties on the export of agricultural produce, and defining the 
commodities on which such bounties are paid, and the amounts 
under each heading, as follows : — 


Colony. Commodity. Rate of bounty or bonus. 
*Victoria ... Green fruit... 1s. per case of approved 
quality. 
Victoria ... eve Fruit pulp... 3d. per 1b, of approved 
quality. 
Queensland Chilled meat exported 
to the Southern 
Colonies... 4d. per Ib. 
Queenslan Wool sold by public 


auction by the Bris- 
bane Woolbrokers’ 
Association (the 
greater part of which 
is subsequently ex- 
ported) soe eee] per ton. 


TrapE ENTERPRISE 1N Sovutu AFRICA. 


The United States Consul at Cape Town reports that the 
Uitenhage (Cape Colony) Town Council is preparing for the 
introduction of an electric light plant. Queenstown (Cape Colony) 
has borrowed 5,000/. for water supply works. A soap and candle 
factory is being organised in Horwick, Natal. The manufac- 
ture of fancy tiles is being started in Cape Town. Extensions 
of electric railways in Cape Town and Port Elizabeth are con- 
templated; the present plants are of American build. Cold 
storage plants have been promoted in Cape Colony, Natal, and 
at Pretoria and Johannesburg. 

Attention of manufacturers of binder twine is called to a 
fibre grown in Natal, which appears to be superior to sisal 


* In a note of the Secretary for Agriculture of the Colony of Victoria, dated 11th 
October, 1898, it is stated that, with a view to encourage an export trade in the 
same, it is proposed, in addition to the bounties specified in the return, shortly to 
offer a bonus in that Colony on the export of honey, tobacco, cheese, flax and hemp ; 
but that, up to that date, the rates had not been definitely decided upon. 
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and equal to manilla; 500 acres have any been planted. 
Immense coal-fields have been found in Zululand, the seams 
being up to 45 feet in thickness and of good quality for loco- 
motive and other purposes. 

A large match factory is being organised in Cape Town to use 
American machinery. A match factory has also oe started in 
Natal. The Government of the South African Republic has 
granted concessions to two firms to erect match factories, on 
condition that a protective duty be imposed on matches imported 
into the State; also for a soap factory, on condition that a duty 
of 8s. 4d. per 100 pounds shall be levied on imported soaps. 
The Government, in the last case, is to receive 5 per cent. of 
the net profits. 


SurprinG THROUGH THE Canat 1896, 1897, anv 1898. 


The “Canal de Suez” Bulletin publishes the following table 
showing the number and gross tonnage of the various vessels 
passing through the Suez Canal, distinguishing the different 
nationalities : — 


1896. | 1897. 1898. 
Nationality. | 

Gross Gross Gross 

Ho, | Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No, Tonnage 
| 

British ... 2,162 | 8,057,706 || 1,905 | 7,889,237 2,295 | 8,691,093 
German ... 822 | 1,120,580 || 325 | 1,194,106 | 356 | 1,353,161 
French 819,919 202 807,995 || 221 891,642 
Dutch toe «| 200 520,994 || 206 582,272 || 193 526,478 
Austro-Hungarian...| 71 233,922 78 265,231 85 300,251 
Japanese ... 10 42,695 36 165,425 | 46 261,602 
Russian... eee 47 209,509 44 218,514 | 48 243,381 
Spanish ...  ...| 62 267,769 || 48 199,695 49 232,358 
Italian eee | 230 594,179 71 198,161 74 208,418 
Norwegian... 98,949 48 117,794 || 47 109,709 
Turkish... 87 58,357 7,770 54 83,541 
Danish wel 2 1,954 || 8 30,228 
Egyptian ... eos 2 3,562 8 5,434 | 10 15,705 
Chinese... of — 8 5,916 6,181 
Greek wl 2 1,941 
Roumanian el — 1 1,703 
Swedish ... 1 1,648 2 1,021 
Portuguese... oun 7 8,886 1 366 3 605 
Argentine ... 1 451 

Mexican ... — _ 1 891 

Sarawak ... 1 230 _ 
American ... oof — _ 3 6,626 4 3,161 
Total 3,409 | 12,039,858 11,123,403 || 3,503 | 12,962,631 

| 
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BREWERIES IN Inp1A. 


According to a return issued by the India Office, the quantity 
of beer brewed in India during 1898 amounted to 5,896,594 
gallons, of which nearly half was bought by the Army Com- 
missariat, the remainder being left for consumption by the 
civil population or by soldiers independently of the arrangements 
under the army contracts with the breweries. The average 
purchases of the Commissariat for the last five years have 
amounted to 3,048,600 gallons yearly, the total average pro- 
duction in the same period having been about 6,000,000 gallons. 
The army therefore consumes under contract more than half 
of the production. The troops also consume a substantial 
ad outside the contract, though it cannot be specified. 

erhaps the total consumption by the troops may extend to 
about two-thirds of the production, the remaining third being 
drunk by the civil population, mainly Europeans residing in 
‘and in the vicinity of the hill stations. In 1897 there was a 
large reduction in the quantity of beer brewed, due to the 
excessively high price of barley throughout the year and to the 
reduced consumption consequent on the mobilisation of British 
troops on the north-west frontier. 

Fourteen of the breweries are located at stations in the Hima- 
layas from Murree to Darjeeling, and much of the beer is 
brewed there. A large quantity is also brewed at Lucknow, 
Rawalpindi, Poona, Bangalore, Jubbulpore, at and near Oota- 
camund, and at Quetta and Mandalay. The largest of the 
breweries is at Murree, the Poona brewery standing next. More 
' than one-third of the whole production is brewed in the Panjab. 

The commencement of the industry dates from 1850 when a 
brewery was established at Masuri. This was followed by 
another at Kasauli in 1852. These were followed by the 
brewery at Murree in 1860, and at Simla in 1862. 

The quantity of beer brewed in India and imported in the 
last five years is shown in the following table :— 


Brewed 
Years. Years. Imported. 
Gallons. Gallons. 
1894 ... ed 6,121,905 1893-94 2,787,672 
1898 ... ne 5,896,594 1897-98 2,835,298 


Propuction or Coat 1x Nova Scorta. 


The “Canadian Engineer” states that the production of coal 
in Nova Scotia amounted to 2,281,454 tons in 1898, as compared 
with 2,320,916 in 1897. 
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CommeErcitat TRAVELLERS IN NaTAL. 


The United States Consul at Cape Town reports that legisla- 
tion by Natal, as regards foreign commercial travellers, pre- 
scribes a tax of 10/. If a traveller is found without a licence 
he may be prosecuted, and is liable to a fine for each offence 
= yd to four times the amount of the licence; and, in default 
of payment, to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for 
a period not exceeding three months; or a civil action can be 
issued for the recovery of the amount of the licence, in addition 
to the fine. 

Samples are subject to duty; on deposit of a guarantee, the 
duty will be repaid to the interested party on leaving the 
colony. Certain railway privileges are granted, viz., double the 
weight of luggage allowed to ordinary passengers, and for any 
excess, half the tariff rates in force. Samples must accompany 
their owner; they may be booked on starting to the last station 
to be visited by the traveller. 

Cape Colony and the Orange Free State charge a licence of 
25/., against the 10/. of Natal, and Cape Colony allows a com- 
mercial traveller to travel first-class on a second-class ticket ; 
but it is hoped, under the new Customs Union, that all differ- 
ences will be adjusted. 


ConsuMrTION oF CoLONIAL-MADE BEER IN VICTORIA. 


The Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” states that the con- 
sumption of locally-made beer during 1898 was 13,546,358 
gallons, an increase of 616,443 gallons as compared with 1897, 
the principal increase being in “sugar” beer. The revenue 
derived from beer, the manufacture of malt and hops only, at 
2d. per gallon, was 5,864/. 17s. 1d., or 4611. 16s. 3d. in excess 
of 1897, the increase being equal to 55,417 gallons. On the 
other hand beer made from other materials at 3d. yielded 
154,769 9s. 1ld., the increase as compared with 1897 being 
7,012/. 14s., equal to 561,026 gallons. 


BicycLtes 1n New ZEALAND. 


According to the “ New Zealand Trade Review,” the number 
of bicycles imported into the colony in 1898 was 8,009, of a 
value of 76,123/., as against 11,496 of a value of 128,493/. in 
1897. The value of bicycle material imported into New Zea- 
land in 1898 was 65,282/., as compared with 58,214/. in 1897. 
The duty paid on bicycles in New Zealand amounted to 22,5691. 
in 1898, as against 30,113/. in 1897. 


FRozeEN Meat Trade or NEW ZEALAND. 
According to statistics published in the Melbourne “ Journal of 
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Commerce ” the New Zealand export trade in frozen meat during 
1898 has established a fresh record, the grand total of all kinds 
being 160,000,000 Ibs., against 152,000,000 lbs. for 1887, and 
122,887,818 lbs. for 1896. A comparison of the exports of the 
various descriptions for the past two years is as follows :— 


Mutton ... carcases 1,606,431 1,705,828 
Total weight, lbs. ... .-.| 103,623,623 108,005,355 

Lamb ... carcases 1,104,965 1,148 643 
40,828,351 


The shipments of beef show an enormous expansion. 


PropvuctTion or WueEat New Sovutu WALEs. 


The following table, from official figures published by the 
Government Statist of New South Wales, shows the acreage 
under wheat and the production in that colony during the last 
four years :— 


Total Area Area Production Average 
Year Under Cut for of Yield 
ended March. Wheat. Grain. Wheat. per Acre. 
Acres. Acres. Bushels. Bushels. 
1896 bus 769,000 596,000 5,195,000 87 
1897 1,027,000 £66,000 8,853,000 10°2 
1898 1,207,000 993,000 10,560,000 10°6 
1899 1,605,000 1,301,000 9,232,000 72 


During the last thirty years there have only been two lower 
yields of wheat—namely, 6°7 bushels in 1870-1, and 4°8 bushels 
in. 1888-89. Then, however, the area reaped for grain was only 
148,000 acres and 305,000 acres respectively, and the effects of 
the failure of the crop were small in comparison with those 
of to-day. 


PRODUCTION OF EMERALDS IN RusslIa. 


The “Novoe Vremya,” of St. Petersburg, has the following 
account of emerald mining in Russia :— Emeralds, some of which 


| | 
| 
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are very fine, are found in the district of Ekaterinburg, along the 
banks of the Tokova River, about 52 miles from the capital of the 
district. Mining for this precious stone commenced in 1841, and 
at the beginning gave very good results. The first emerald was 
found by a peasant named Maxim Kojevnikow, in 1839, while 
he was examining the roots of a tree which had been uprooted 
by a storm. It is pretty certain, however, that discoveries of the 
same kind had already beeen made in 1669. It is even possible 
that finds had been made prior to them, as the Czar Boris 
Godounow presented the Venetian engraver, Francis Ascentini, 
with a sable fur and 100 ducats for having cut a large emerald 
fora ring. The finest emeralds were found when these stones 
were being mined for the account of the Government. During 
this period, that is up to 1862, 5,600 pouds were extracted. The 
Government afterward farmed out the mines to private parties, 
who were not successful. The emeralds of superior quality have 
been found near the surface of the soil, while those found in deep 
ground were of inferior quality. 


INLAND NAVIGATION IN FRANCE. 


The American Consul at Marseilles reports that the tendency in 
France continues to be in the direction of increasing and im- 
proving the interior water-ways of the country, the most notable 
project now under discussion being the building of a ship canal 
to connect the Rhéne with the city of Marseilles. At the present 
moment, one single railway company controls the vast traffic 
entering and leaving the city, and complaints of inadequate service 
and high rates are frequent. A connection with the Rhéne would 
greatly relieve the situation. 

There are in France thirty-nine rivers and fifty-two canals, the 
traffic of which amounted to more than 100,000 tons in 1897. Of 
these, fifty-five showed a tonnage exceeding 500,000 tons. The 
total tonnage of the navigable rivers amounted in 1897 to 
13,553,350 tons, and that of the canals to 17,055,876 tons. 


Tue Spanish CoLtontaAL DEPARTMENT. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” publishes a decree which abolishes 
the Ministry of the Colonies in Spain. 

The colony of Fernando Po, the Carolines, the Marianas, and 
the Pelew Islands will in future be administered by the Pre- 
siding Council of Ministers ore Privy Council Office). 

All colonial ecclesiastical matters are transferred to the 


Minister of Religion and Justice, and the financial affairs con- 
nected with the late colonies of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the 
Philippines to the Minister of Commerce. 
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All minor matters concerning the lost colonies will be decided 
by the State Department dealing with that particular class of 
business. 


Sitk Inpustry OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The ‘‘ Manufacturer” reports that, at the annual meeting of the 
Silk Association of America, recently held in New York, some 
interesting facts regarding the condition of the industry in this 
country were presented in the report of the secretary, Mr. Franklin 
Allen. The development of the silk manufacturing industry of the 
United States was illustrated by the following table of production : 


a Broad stuffs. Ribbons. 
$ $ 

1898 (estimated) ... 40,000,000 20,000,000 


Mr. Allen estimates that American mills are now supplying 
two-thirds of the domestic consumption. He says that the average 
rate of duty on foreign silk goods is higher under the present tariff 
law than it has been for fifteen years, being 7} per cent. higher 
than under the Wilson law. 

The secretary also submitted figures showing the number of silk 
mills in operation in the United States in January, 1899, to be 
861, 257 of which are in New Jersey, 228 in New York, 172 in 
Pennsylvania, 66 in Connecticut, 59 in Massachusetts, 26 in Rhode 
Island, 13 in Illinois, 7 in New Hampshire, 5 in California, 5 in 
Wisconsin, and the remainder in other States. 


Imports OF EXPLOSIVES INTO PERU. 


The United States Consul reports that the total amount of 
dynamite, powder, &c., imported into Peru from 1st July, 1897, to 
30th June, 1898, was :—Dynamite, 4,412 cases, weighing 20,295 
kilo. (44,742 lbs.); blasting and mining powder, 52 packages, a 
total weight of 2,911 kilo. (6,417 lbs.); common black sporting 
powder, 486 boxes, weighing 2,770 kilo. (6,107 lbs.) in all; triple 
dynamite fulminants, 1,435,000 ; shot gun fulminants, 3,240,000 ; 
fuse for dynamite fulminants, 164,900 rolls. 

All explosives imported into Peru must be deposited in the 
vaults of the Sociedad San Lorenzo, in the Island of San Lorenzo, 
about seven miles from Callao, and pay 20 cents silver per box. 
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With the exception of sporting powder, imported in small tins, 
which pays a duty of 50 cents silver a kilo., all explosives are free 
of duty. Explosives are principally imported from Germany, 
England, and France, and a little from the United States. 


PropuctTion oF CoAL IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


The “South African Trade Journal” reports that during 1898 
1,907,808 tons of coal, valued at 668,348/., were produced in the 
Transvaal, as against 1,600,212 tons, valued at 612,688/. in 1897. 


PRODUCTION OF SUGAR IN JAVA. 


The “ Manufacturer” reports that the sugar planters of Java 
have profited greatly by the curtailment of the sugar producing 
capacity of Cuba, and during the year 1898 the sugar output of 
that colony amounted to 2,880,267 piculs (1 Javanese picul equals 
135:1 Ibs.), an increase of about 600,000 piculs over the production. 
in 1896. Of this output 13,042,000 florins’ (one florin equals 
1s. 8d.) worth went to Hongkong, 11,800,000 florins’ worth went to 
Port Said for orders, 7,100,000 florins’ to English Channel ports 
for orders, 4,700,000 florins’ to the United States, 3,900,000 florins’ 
to Portugal for. orders, 3,200,000 florins’ to Australia, 2,700,000 
florins’ to Singapore, 1,600,000 to England, and 1,100,000 to 
Portugal. The French Consul at Batavia is of the opinion that the 
Javanese will doubtless lose their American and much of their 
European trade when the Cuban plantations are again in operation, 
yet the Dutch East Indians are confident that this loss will in a 
short time be offset by an increase in their sales in the Eastern 
markets, and the Javanese planters are bending every effort 
towards securing permanent control of these fields. 


Tue Rice Crop In JAPAN. 


Official statistics have now been collected with reference to 
the rice crop of last year. The “Shogyo Shimpo” publishes 
the figures. The total yield was 47,387,666 koku,* or about 
13 million koku larger than the most hopeful estimate. Such 
a crop has no pafallel. The average yield is 38,564,468 koku, 
and the yield in 1897 was 33,039,293 koku, so that last year’s 
figure is 23 per cent. above the average, and 43°4 per cent. above 
the crop of 1897. First-class unhulled rice now sells for 10°53 
yen per koku; second-class for 9°90 yen, and third-class for 
9°52 yen, the average being 9°98 yen. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that the country derives from its rice crop of 1898 a return 
greater by 143 million yen than the return obtained in 1897. 


* Koku = 4°96 bushels. 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF “ MOUSSELINE DE LAINE” IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Times” states that movsseline de laine is imported 
into Japan to quite a large extent, Customs returns for 1897 and 
1898 showing 7,000,000 and 6,000,000 yen worth, respectively. 
Tt was for the purpose of supplying this demand that three 
factories for the manufacture of this special fabric were established 
since the termination of the war. Of these, the one situated in 
a suburb of Tokyo is the largest, having been established in 
March, 1896, by 145 leading capitalists in Tokyo and Yokohama, 
with a capital of 1,000,000 yen. But it was on July Ist of last 
year that the business was actually initiated under the supervision 
of a French expert. The shops employ about 1,300 operatives, 
and during the last half-year produced 666,241 yards of the fabric, 
besides 286,524 pounds of worsted. The fabric brought 142,000 
yen approximately, the average selling price per tan being about 
4-60 yen. The daily working rate of the company is said to be 
650 tan (15,600 yards) of the fabric and 3,000 pounds of worsted. 
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XXII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bristol.—_The annual meeting of this Chamber took place on 
19th April last, the Mayor of Bristol presiding. 

Mr. Holman, the Chairman of the Chamber, in a speech second- 
ing the adoption of the Report, pointed out that in last year’s 
report reference was made to a deputation, organised by the 
Chamber, to the Foreign Office on the subject of trade with the 
West Coast of Africa, and it was satisfactory to report that the 
Niger Convention now relieved the British merchant from the un- 
favourable position in which he was previously placed by the 
differential duties imposed by the French Government. 

Great interest had been taken in the question of maintaining 
our trading rights in the Chinese Empire, and Chambers of Com- 
merce had unanimously supported the ‘‘ open door” policy of the 
Government. Personally, Mr. Holman stated that he believed that 
a conference of nations interested in trade with China, for the 
purpose of bringing about a general agreement with the “ open 
door” policy, would be more effectual in preventing quarrels 
in the future than the conference about to meet to consider the 

uestion of disarmament. 

The Bristol Chamber of Commerce had taken great interest for 
a number of years in the subject of Imperial penny postage, and 
now that this system had been adopted by most of their colonies, 
there was little doubt that it would soon extend throughout the 
Empire. 

The establishment of a Commercial Intelligence Department by 
the Government was also very gratifying to Chambers of Com- 
merce, and goods results were confidently anticipated therefrom. 
Turning to local matters, the speaker observed that the annual 
report dealt with the various branches of trade and commerce of 
the city and port, and speaking generally, there were indications 
that business during the past twelve months had been of a satis- 
factory character. 

Liver pool_—Two meetings of the committee of the African 
Trade Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce have 
been held recently, Mr. A. t. Jones, chairman of the section, 
presiding. 

The Sierra Leone Chamber wrote that, in their opinion, if the 
Government persists in its intention of abolishing the existin 
pee bonded warehouse accommodation at Freetown, it wil 

e necessary for such a warehouse to be constructed by private 
enterprise. It was resolved to communicate with the Sierra 
Leone Chamber with a yiew to procuring details for the esta- 
blishment of a warehouse for the purpose. 

The committee had asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies when the report of Sir D. Chalmers, the special com- 
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missioner sent to Sierra Leone to investigate the causes of the 
recent insurrection there, would be published, and whether they 
could be furnished with a copy thereof. The Colonial Office 
replied that the report will be published as soon as possible 
after the receipt of the Governor’s observations thereon. 

Walsall—The usual monthly meeting of the Council of this 
Chamber was held at their offices, The Bridge, on the 24th 
rm last. The President (Mr. H. D. Clark) occupied the 
chair. 

The President said that communications had been received 
from the Liverpool Chamber and the Liverpool City Council 
asking them to oppose the Government Telephone Bill. They 
further informed the Chamber that a deputation would wait 
upon Mr. Hanbury with reference to the matter, and asked the 

alsall Chamber to appoint a delegate to attend. The resolu- 
tions from Liverpool had been sent to the Town Clerk of Wal- 
sall, and would be considered at the next General Purposes 
Committee. 

The President also said that with reference to the London 
Chamber’s report as to secret commissions the matter had been 
discussed by the General Purposes Committee, and it was 
thought advisable that the matter should be discussed by the 
council, in order that the opinions of the members might be 
taken upon it. Since that time, however, the Lord Chief 
Justice had introduced a Bill to deal with the matter, and he 
thought that it was advisable that it should again be con- 
sidered by the General Purposes Committee. He thought the 
members would agree with him that their report was one of 
the most extraordinary ever presented, in spite of the fact that 
every commercial man knew that secret commissions had been 
in vogue in every trade and profession for a number of years, 
and that the practice was growing; but they would scarcely 
have believed the extent to which it had spread had they not 
seen it in that report. He then quoted extracts from the report, 
and said that the Institute of Undertakers had been making 
inquiries as to commissions received from doctors by under- 
takers, and promised to report fully on the question. 

Mr. Blyth said that he found out that day that it was neces- 

in accordance with the Customs House regulations to clear 
shot before shipment, because “lead shot” was actually classed 
as an explosive. As this was likely to cause great inconvenience, 
he ong ee that the attention of the aval of Trade be called 
to the matter. 

Other matters dealt with at this meeting were :—Railwa 
accommodation, Post Office accommodation, and the builders’ 
labourers’ strike. 


| 
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XXIII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Siwtieth Annual Report of the Registrar-General of Births, 
nar: and Marriages in England, 1897. (C. 9016). Price 
Is. 10d, 

In submitting to the President of the Local Government Board 
his report on the Births, Deaths, and Marriages registered in 
England and Wales during the year 1897, the Registrar-General 
states that the population of England and Wales, as enumerated 
on 6th April, 1891, consisted of 29,002,525 persons. The natural 
increase by excess of births over deaths from the beginning of 
April, 1891, to the middle of 1897, amounted to 2,263,522; and, 
if there had been neither emigration or immigration, this would 
have raised the population to 31,265,847 at the latter date. In 
the absence of precise information regarding these disturbing 
causes, the populations in the annual Reports are provisionaily 
estimated on the assumption that the rate of increase which had 
prevailed in the last completed intercensal period has since been 
maintained. 

The census of London which was taken in March, 1896, 
furnished the means of revising the estimates of the population of 
the metropolis for the years 1891-96. Accordingly the populations 
for these years are estimated on the assumption that the rates of 
increase which had occurred (1) in London between 1891 and 
1896, and (2) in the remainder of the country between 1881 and 
1891, were maintained until the end of the year 1897. The 
population of England and Wales, calculated in this way, amounted 
in the middle of the year 1897 to 31,055,355 persons, of whom 
15,047,580 were males, and 16,007,775 were females. 

During the year 1897, 249,145 marriages were registered, 
corresponding to a rate of 16-0 persons married per 1,000 of the 
estimated population. This is the highest marriage rate that has 
been recorded since the year 1876. In the 28 years, 1849-76 the 
marriage rate had only once fallen below 16-0 per thousand, and 
had averaged 16°8; in the 20 P pee 1877-96, the rate had only 
once (in 1896) reached 15°8, and had averaged 15:1. 

The births registered during the year 1897 numbered 921,693, 
and were equal to a rate of 29°7 per thousand living. The birth- 
rate was identical with that in the year 1896, and this rate with 
the single exception of the rate in 1894, was the lowest on record ; 
it was lower by 1°0 per thousand.than the average rate in the 
preceding 10 years. 

The deaths registered during the year 1897 in England and 
Wales numbered 541,487, and were in the proportion of 17:4 per 
thousand persons living, or 1:2 below the mean rate in the 10 years 
immediately preceding. With the exceptions of the rates in 1894 
and in 1896, the rate was considerably lower in 1897 than in any 
other year on record. ‘ 
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2. Colonial Bounties on Agricultural Produce.* 144, Price 4d. 

This is a return moved for in the House of Commons, showing 
the British Colonies which pay bounties on the export of 
agricultural produce, and defining the commodities on which such 
bounties are paid, and the amounts under each heading. 

The return in question is issued by the Colonial Office under 
date of the 10th April, 1899. 

3. Life Assurance Companies. Return 124. Price 2s. 8d. 

This return contains statements of account, and of life assurance 
and annuity business, and abstracts of actuarial reports deposited 
with the Board of Trade under the Life Assurance Companies Act, 
1870, during the year ending the 31st December, 1898. 

4. Treaty Series, No.7, 1899. Exchange of Notes extending to 
Queensland, the Provisional Modus Vivendi between the United 
Kingdom and Belgium, pending the conclusion of a Treaty of Com- 
merce and Navigation between the two countries. 

5. Seventeenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scot- 
land, being for the Year 1898. Part I. (C. 9269.) Price 
1s. 3d. 

This is the annual report of the Fishery Board for Scotland 
on the Sea Fisheries for that part of the United Kingdom. It 
contains details as to the quantity and value of the various 
kinds of fish landed on the coasts of Scotland during the year 
1898; also as to the curing, branding, and export a hettiigs. 

In the present report it is stated that the total quantity of 
‘fish (exclusive of shell fish) landed in Scotland in 1898 was 
6,557,800 ewts., as against 5,001,000 cwts. in 1897, or an in- 
crease of upwards of a million and a half ewts. 

The total value of this catch (including shell ‘fish) was 
1,957,000/., as against 1,710,000/. in the previous year, or an 
increase of 247,000/. 

The number of persons finding employment in the fisheries 
and subsidiary industries was 89,600, of whom 36,000 were 
fishermen manning a fleet of 11,590 fishing vessels of all kinds. 

This fleet consisted of (1) 11,400 boats propelled by oars and 
sails, manned by 34,600 men, and of the value of 1,286,000/. ; 
and (2) of 190 fishing vessels propelled by steam, manned by 
1,530 men, and of the value of 576,000/. Of the latter, 149 
were steam trawlers, manned by 1,200 men, and of the value 
of 491,500; and 41 were steam vessels engaged in line-fishing 
and mussel-dredging. 


* See also p. 608. ay 
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XXIV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. q 


I.—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
a Krnapom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
: — 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 
Montu enpep 30TH 
I. Imports rrom Foreran Countries anp Britisn Possessions. 


Month ended 
30th April. ; 
| 1898, 
£ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) . o0e 987,274 | 955,901 — 18,627 q 


IL. (A.) of food and drink, 


du 12,977,920 |14,262,300 _ 1,284,380 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and “drink, 
dutiable 1,951,532 | 1899 372 52,160 


Tobacco, dutiable ... ... | 847,191 | 377,446 30,255 
III, Metals .. 2,139,860 | 1,750,809 | 389,051) — | 
IV. Chemicals ale, dyestufts ‘and tanning 

coe | «580,524 | 535,801 14,777 
v. on 828,934 | 614,103 | 214,831 


Vi materials for ‘textile manu- 


6,833,888 | 7,610695| — | 1,276,812 
VIL, Row matuiels he industries 


and manufactures .. a 3,934.956 3,441,017 493,939 a= 
VIII. Manufactured articles oe «+» | 7,968,480 | 7,526,480 | 436,950 - } 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ... | 1 18,463 | 1,174,175 149; 288 
B.) Parcel post ooo ove eee 98, 055 99,117 1,062 
Total value... on «+. |39,857,022 |40,246,716 889,694 


II. Exports or British anp Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 


| £ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, livin eve oe | 86,894 21,670 
II. Articles of food and drink . we 26,252 | 771,876 54,376 — 
III. Raw materials 2,015,422 | 1,445,325 | 570,097 _ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 


(A, ; Yarns and’ textile fabrics ... | 7,269,609 | 6,644,070 | 625,539 — 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom machinery)} 2.863,743 | 2,670,392 | 193,351 


(C.) Machinery work _... | 1,532,722 | 1,521,434 11,288 _ 
New (a (not as 
| 492,265 | (Not re- | 492,365 
(E.) Apparel and articles of . 
ani es 

618,474 | 658,138 44,664 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 

medicinal preparations... 721,988 765,130 40,142 


(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 
or manufactured | 2,849,275 | 2,778,247 71,028 


Total value... |19,457,446* 17,496,011 | 1,961,435* 


| 
IIT. Exports or ForEIGN AND Propvce. 


£ £ £ 
Total value... eee | 5,968,665 6,139,253 170,588 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1999. 


q 
| 
{ 
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I.—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


Four Monras ENDED 30rH ApRIL. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countrizs AND British Possessions. 


Four months ended 
30th 


April. 
1899. 1898. 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) ... _ ...| 2,898,788 | 3,590,117| — 691,329 
free ...[b2,749,972 |54,025,510 — | 1,275,538 
(B.) Articles "of food and drink, 
dutia' oo 7,644,201 | 8,428,150 783,949 
1,505,808 | 1,473,287 | 92,027 
Metals .| 9,056,019 | 7,228,796 | 1,827,228 = 


IV. Chemicals, dyest "and tannin 
substances ... ns 2,486,896 | 2,349,042 187,354 

Oi 2,987,816 | 2,662,572 | 274,744 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 


tures «--[28,595,850 |30,873,496 2,278,146 
VII. Raw maierials for sundry in industries 
and manufactures ... ...{18,680,878 |13,334,114 | 296,259 
VIII. Manufactured articles 29,726,337 | 547,620 
Ix. A) Miscellaneous articles... ...| 5,812,215 | 5,175,913 | 136,802 
.) Parcel post ove 461,548 510,295 48,747 
1580144 60,1733 — 1,766,180 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
IL. living coe ove 269,817 348,149 _ 78,332 
Il, Articles of foodand drink ..._...| 3, 333, 662 | 3,200,378 | 133,284 oo 
IIL Raw materials .. "| 7,759,410 | 5,999,568 | 1,759,842 | — 
IV. Arti manufactured and partly; 


..|82,246,219 '32,060,730 | 185,489 


( ant and textile fabrics 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- | 
therefrom (except machinery)|11,142,638 |10,730,365 412,273 


{53 achinery and millwork 6,048,082 | 5,132,613 | 915,469 
4 new (not as| (Not re- 
Appare sid artis of .| 2,716,654 | corded.) | 2,716,654 
8,094,911 | 3,101,191 6,280 
Chemicals | ‘and chemical and 
arations ~... —...| 3,039,515 | 3,045,823 6,308 


j factured or partly manufactured ...|11,087,105 |10,921,818 | 165,287 — 
(H.) Parcel post ..  ...| 778,474 | 662,494] 110,980 


[1,511,487 76,208,129 6,308,858*] 


ITI. Exports or Foreign anp Propvuce. 


q £ £ £ £ 
Total value... ... «(22,209,805 121,250,025 | 959,280 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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II.—Corn Prices. 

Return of the Quantities and Averace Prices or Britis 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. | Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus, 
Week ended ist April, 1899 ..  +-| 69,071 2 | 28,851 0 | 18,500 6 
owe] 51,818 | 12891 6 | 10,897 7 
89,875 «| «18,125 2 | 14,642 2 
April, 1899 ... 847,205 | 74,830 8 | 63,580 8 
Corresponding month in 1898 227,448 1 36,614 4 45,686 2 
1897 162,881 3 | 52,872 5 | 30,582 3 i 
Average Prices, 
a. a & a 4, 
Week ended 1st April, 1899 oe wee 24 il 26° «2 16 iL | 
March, 1809. 25 8 26 «6 16 il { 
February, as 26 2 26 11 i 
December, 1898 ... ese 28 @ 
November 28 1 28 : 
September 26 «CS a7. 17 8 
August 33 2 «66 20 1 
July 2 3 20 8 
June 7 2 20 8 
May 4 0 21 (0 
April, 1898 .. ‘ 360 27 9 1 2 
24 10 21 10 13 «6 
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1899. 


Rervrn of the Numsers, Nationarities, and Destinations of the 
PasseNncers that left the Unrrep Kinapom for Paces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th April, 1899, and the four 
Months ended 30th April, 1899, compared with the corresponding 
periods of the previous Year. 

| maa 


Cape ‘or 
Austral- | of Good Total corre- 
asia. | Hoyeand) ous * sponding 
Natal. P 7 period, 
1898. 


Month ended 30th Apri!, 1899. 


English ... ...| 3,624 | 1,719 | 492 | 3,101 | 557 | 7,583 8,003 


€63 187 84 351 1,291 1279 
Irish 128 48 194 85 9,247 7,576 
Total of British 
origin...  ...| 13,189 2,064 574 1,646 618 | 18,121 16,858 
Foreigners... ...| 6,283 1,085 13 513 118 8,012 6,649 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 40 9 _ -_ 227 276 247 
Total ... ...| 19,512 8,158 587 2,159 993 | 26,409 23,754 
Total for corre- 
ing } 16,348 3,321 819 2,152 | 1,114 | 23,754 — 
month, 1898 


Four Months ended 30th April, 1899. 


English ... ...| 9,953 | 4,019 | 2,454 | 3,876 | 2802 | 23,184 | 24940 
Scotch ... ...| 1,486 380 | 273 | 1,120 | 497 | 3,756 | 4,260 
Ish | 12,678 287 | 276 495 | 170 | 13806 | 12465 


Total of British 
origin ... eos | 23,517 4,686 8,003 5,491 8,429 40,196 40,655 


Foreigners... wwe | 14,883 3,390 66 1,369 453 | 20,161 18,288 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 67 21 _ _ 983 1,071 4,067 
Total ... | 38,467 8,097 8,069 6,860 4,935 61,428 60,010 
Total for corre- 
sponding 36,650 7,393 3,122 8,057 4,788 60,010 ms 
months, 1898 


Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IV.— ALIEN ImMMiGRATION—APRIL, 1899. 

Rervrn of the Numser of Atsens that arrived from the Continent at Porrs +t in the 
Usirep Kixepom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

(Compiled from the Atiey Lists received by the Customs under Act 

6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 4 

Iiamburg, Rotterdam, rer Other 

Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | = Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | 7 | Ports. 


— Christiansand. 


1899. 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1809. | 1898, 1899. 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 
| | 


Month ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
rowte to America or other> | | | 
ploees out of the United | | 
ingdom : | 
Arrived at London ..| 062) 371] 91) 93}. 208} 1,722) 1,244 
Grimsby .../ 301 43, 46, 22) a 46 400 82 
105 73) 74) 71 87; 110... 160} 426) 411 
ia Tyne Ports ... 22 12) $2; 197} 108 315} 259 622) 406 
52 30 73 37 27 27 159) 107 
Other ports ... 46 108, 16 80! | 580) 284 672| 496 
Total ... ...| 1,488) 1,077| 628, 1,163} 1,147, 1,416} 879) 45,164) $3,893 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby 7 56 75 1,966)... 259 75) 1,361) 1,272 
Hartlepool } 
133) 233) 6 2} 1,543) 944). | 25206) 940) 3,893) 2,119 
Other ports ... 1) 92 20 50 914) 750) 
394, 2,407, 2,049). .. | 8,426) 1,812) 6,373) 4,446 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be | 
en route to America or other | |. 1,634] 1,555] 1,022) 490) 2,876) 2,456! 1,163) 1,147) 4,842) 2,691|11,537) +8,339 
Kinga out, of the United ) 
om ooo eee 


Four months ended 2th April. 


Aliens not stated to be en | | 
route to America or other | 
out of the United 
om. :* | 
4 Total No.... hae 5,103 4,477; 2,182) 1,663 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : | 
Total No.... 410} 1,663) 1,176 295; 4,651) 4,438)... 7,043) 4,716, 13,280) 11,112 

Total of Aliens en route and 


of Aliens not statel to be | | 

en route to America or other | |. 5,513) 6140! 3,358} 1,958) 6,829 sone 3,336) 3,047) 11,305 8,202, $30,341) $25,712 
| 


2,178} 1,927! 3,336] 3,047) 4,262} 3,486, $17,061) 114,600 


oe out of the United 
gdom : * 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and * Aliens en route to America, §c.,” ix due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
from Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.”’ come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) ¥ 
t'The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, ean ete London, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West tlepool. The lists received 


from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
by train as third-class passengers. " ‘ 

+ The number of seilors included with the Aliens who arrived at in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 

of the United Kinedom in the month of Avril, 1899, was 1,258, and 1,018 in the same month of 1898; in the four months 

endei 30th Apri?, 1899, th number wa: 4,670, ard :1 tre same months of 1898, the number was 3,957. 
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ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


[May 1899, 


Noumper of Recervine Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Four Months 
April. ended April. 
1899, | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, 
No. No. No. No. 
$25 | 1,464 | 1,396 
— gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
Groce: wos woe ° 22 18 108 93 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. 22 18 108 15 
aa 21 18 96 76 
Bakers ‘oi 12 8 47 50 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers... 
Tailors, & 5 5 84 23 
Drapers, haberdashers, 5 10 82 29 
Agents, commission and general... ... ... 7 5 26 27 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... ... 5 4 25 16 
fruiterera, dc, 6 8 24 29 
and founders, &c, 4 2 22 5 
ongers, poulterers, dc. 4 6 20 26 
as, commercial and general .. 3 5 19 23 
seed, hay, and straw merchants 
2 4 15 14 
on commercial, &c. ve 2 4 15 16 
Carriers, carmen, and hauliers 5 1 15 6 
Generaldealers ... 1 4 14 10 
4 5 14 10 
e wal ake: im: “silver: 
otha, &e. 8 6 14 18 
omnibus and fi 3 
Confectioners = sii 4 3 13 19 
druggists and chemical manufacturers 1 
Carpentersand joiners... ass 2 4 il 14 
Auctioneers . eos ase ove 5 3 1l 13 
Ironmongers... 3 10 
Gardeners, florists, 1 
Dairymen, cowkeepers,&c. 2 3 9 
Solicitors... 5 d 9 12 
Merchants ... 1 6 8 12 
2 2 8 7 
Doctors of medicin: sicians, &c, ... 1 
Officers in Army 2 3 7 9 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. :.. 8 2 7 9 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers wes 1 2 6 8 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. ... oe oe 1 1 6 6 
Wheelwrights 2 2 6 6 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers _ 2 5 10 
Carriage, &c., builders 8 5 7 
Furniture dealers and makers... 1 4 5 15 
Directors and promoters of aye companies . 1 1 5 7 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchan oe 1 _ 5 8 
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AND WaALES—continued. 


Four months 


April. ended April. 
1899. 1898, 1899, 1898, 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No No No No. 
tions—cont, : — 
Hosiers, lovers, &c, ov 1 1 5 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers”... 2 1 5 8 
Timber merchants and wood dealers... oes 2 1 5 5 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 2 1 5 2 
China, glass, and &e., dealers’ 3 4 9 
Hairdressers .. oe — 1 4 8 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... ass — 2 4 6 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 4. « 2 2 4 8 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... bos oa 1 8 6 
Cattle and pig dealers... 3 4 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 1 1 8 6 
Brokers, stock and share ... ote 1 3 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. . ooo oe 2 1 3 8 
Stationers ... ove 1 3 2 8 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... _ 1 1 1 


VI.—Exprort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BrITAIN. 


Return of the Number of Anrmats exported from to Great 
Britain during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
April, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 


the year 1898. 
Four Months 
April. ended April. 
Animals, 

1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 

No. No. No No. 
Cattle eve ese 65,081) 62, 219,205) 200,918 
Swine ove ene bio ons oe «| 67,585) 49,366 | 271,911) 258,356 
Horses... 8,881} 4,192} 11,291) 11,465 
Mules'or Jennets .. es 8 2 7 
Asses one ooo eos 461 252 631 3851 
158,529] 138,388 | 568,026] 539,858 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
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VII.—Fisuery Statistics.—ENGLAND AND WALEs, 
Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatur of the returned as 
landed on the Eneiish and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
April, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1898. 
Four Months ended 
April. Apuil. 
1899, | 1898. 1899, 1898. 
QUANTITY, 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Turbot ... ons wd 4,176 4,736 19,272 20,575 
Prime fish not separately distinguished on 1,859 1,800 10,059 7,895 
Total prime fish 12,783 14,142 60,720 60,332 
Cod 57,892 68,478 231,685 215,931 
Haddock ne om 179,348 208,245 833,171 871,398 
Hake : 13,373 15,435 22,236 28,104 
Halibut 10,775 8,510 22,492 15,436 
Herrings 15,356 24,800 56, 65,162 
i ting 6,976 11,285 38,343 52,631 
fackerel 42,771 52,374 50,714 59,006 
Pilchards » 1,679 4,762 
j not separately distinguished, except shell 
j 556,836 1,932,981 1,964,090 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters... ove ove ove 57,674 €1,112 101,7 122,135 
Oysters . 2,457,000 1,878,000 13,153,000 9,619,000 
ts. Cwts. ‘wts. 
Othermhel fish 43,484 $2,313 194,844 183,931 
VALUE. 
£ 
19,637 22,703 89,510 92,731 
q Prime fish not separately distinguished 383 4,928 29,772 21,098 
73,480 81,868 328,427 324,822 
48,686 54,450 180,106 164,839 
Haddock 144,229 159,581 625,992 620,455 
Hake ... 12,521 4,308 21,735 27,112 
a 44,402 $9,935 54,525 58,615 
71,143 78,186 299,934 281,405 
Shell fish :— 
9,668 11,247 16,935 20,346 
Lobsters. 2,597 2,691 4,623 5,535 
Total valueoffishlanded ... ... ...| 538,734 573,630 || 2,017,844 | 1,947,588 


i Note.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHery 

Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and Va.ve of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcx Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 

: Four Months ended 
April. | April. 
199. | 1498. || 1899, 1898. 
| Quantity. 
Owts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 

Soles (Lemon Soles)... 1,330 1,220 | 4,397 3,996 

Cod 63,799 227,088 231,565 

Eel (Conger) 920 2,236 9,036 9,326 

Flounder, Paice, Brill 7,825 6,410 30,144 22,110 

Haddock 42,547 264,188 283,800 
Halibut 2,382 4,548 6,184 7,946 
Herrings 7,079 8,810 190,614 98,801 

11,611 20,879 x 51,480 

erel 2 

Saith (Coal Fish) 4,368 7,531 23,908 30,315 

Skate... 9,560 13,573 41,265 39,823 

Sparling geo see 7 87 63 

Whiting. pe 5,456 3,050 18,668 13,481 
Fish separately distinguiahed, exc 

fish 6,877 5,863 19,907 19,644 

Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 

Crabs... 572,383 952,592 1,150,390 | 1,511,379 

Oysters ove one 47,150 43,000 251,177 179,265 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
ose ove ese eee 11,241 15,514 0,20. 
_ Other shellfish... ini 6,280 6,947 23,996 25,551 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 

Soles (Lemon Soles) ... ese ose ees dee 3,183 2,760 10,856 9,667 

Turbot ... eee eee eee eee 1,463 1, 6,190 4, 

(Co 19,822 24,730 104,487 98.185 

vee oe oe ee 1,160 90 

Brill ee ee eee 8,202 6,709 33.027 23,778 

Haddock 835558 32,622 || 180,296 174,060 

Halibut ... ove eve ove 3,938 6,251 10,938 12,074 

Herrings eee eee eee ene eee 1,323 1,651 30,004 28,480 

ic eee oe eee 4,702 6,667 19,081 17,78§ 

= erel 1 eve eee eee ove ove eee 266 799 76 

Sk, (Coa Fish) ove one ose 671 736 4,005 3,707 

8 a ee eee eee eee one 2,675 3,903 12,136 12,214 

parling ose ose eee ose 36 17 

one 222 208 602 551 

Fish not separately except abel 3,256 8,066 11,988 6,000 

= 1,960 1,295 6,207 6,829 

Shell fish :— 

Ovsters 196 | 3 688 

Clams 95 63 991 891 
Mussels 600 760 3.204 3,828 
Other shell fish wks ved 1,477 1,499 5,203 5,762 
Total 9,502 9,968 || 26,454 25,788 

Totalvalueoffishlanded 97,222 | 101,993 || 462,357 430,553 


Norx.-—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—FisHery Statistics. —IRELAND. 

Starement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 

Four Months ended 
April. April. 
1899. 1898, 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. ts. Cwts 
a 174 255 626 890 

Turbot Bob 103 174 398 601 

Total prime fish 277 429 1,024 1,491 
1,339 5,448 18,408 34,519 

Haddock 624 1,611 6,384 701 

Hernings 382 13°980 6,815 

iting 592 84h 2,696 3,731 
Fish not separately distinguish except 
a. 4,965 20,372 23,669 
Total ... da 61,721 77,657 124,063 154,316 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
7,076 9,391 16,213 21,206 
Cwis. Cwts. Owis. Owts. 
VALUE. 
Soles 2,958 3,487 

Turbot tae 400 703 1,628 2,577 
Total prime fish ‘ 1,141 1,649 4,586 6,065 

Haddock 1255 5,192 

54 
327 1,055 3,382 4,787 

37,348 $1,758 69,911 79,413 

F bsters 301 52 9 6 
107 109 415 333 
Other shell fish 157 276 1,323 1,353 
Total value of fish landed... ... 37,945 42,556 72,376 82,027 
Notz—The above fi are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Imporrep and Exprorrep, 
Forwarpen from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Rerurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Four Months ended 
April. 30th April. 
1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. 
IMPorRTs. 
American en ae 189,189 850,489 1,456,850 1,600,274 
Brazilian 302 4,744 502 711 
East Indian ... ons 8,488 3,284 25,033 8,979 
Egyptian 85,819 32,686 171,698 189,700 
llaneous ... ove 2,367 3,843 19,454 19,443 
186,165 213,750 1,678,037 1,828,107 
EXPports, 

American a - 20,630 32,525 136,021 108,753 
Brazilian... 1,858 4,606 170 
Bast Indian... .. 4,627 1,728 19,845 5,949 
Egyptian ast ow 8,054 7,160 35,0060 35,425 

Miscellaneous ... 121 770 2,763 
Total. oe om 84,785 42,183 198,235 156,718 

FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American ee " 197,821 235,577 938,824 1,007 179 
Brazilian ... pL 1,130 639 9,983 8,157 
East Indian... 1,869 2,104 4,017 5,615 
Egyptian i * 25,852 | 26,219 108,988 131.117 
Miscellaneous ... os 7,801 6,687 29,901 35,498 
Total os 283,973 272,223 1,090,813 1,187,566 
ForwARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American eee oe 405 213 1,377 1,491 

Miscellaneous ... aie 3 9 18 173 
Total 408 227 1,895 1,664 
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XI.—PEkIopicaL RETuRNS OF ImporTS AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Covunrrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note——Par Vatvues: Rouble == 2s. lid.; Franc=95d.; Milreis = 
4s. 6d.; Lira =95d.; Gulden =1s. 8d.; Drachma=9-od.; 
Lew = 934d. ; L. Egyptian 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


Period of the 
test Value for the Month. Year, including latest Month, 
Name of Country. ‘onth. 
1898, | 1897. 1898. | 1897. 
Russia in Europe ...| Nov. ...| Roubles... 45,696,000 $2,615,000 || 521,117,000 | 469,894,000 
1899 1898) (1899) 1898 
France Mar. ...| Frys. ... 399,435,000 | 399,782,000 || 1,101,744,000 | 1,127,942,000 
(1898) 1897) (1898) (1897 
Portugal Dee, 3,900, 964,000 48,627,000 | 40,425,000 
(1899) (1898) (1899) 
Italy a ...| Mar. .| Lire... 132,314,000 129,420,000 355,413,000 324,059,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Mar. ...| Gulden ... 75,576,000 79,017,000 203,823,000 208,466,000 
1898 (1897) (1898) (1897) 
Greece * Dec. .| Drchms. 12,020,000 14,324,000 152,084,000 114,762,000 
Bulgaria... | Dec. ...| Lew ... 6,179,000 5,695,000 72,730,000 | 83,994,000 
Egypt... ub sae) 1,059,000 980, 10,811,000 10,411,000 
(1898) (1898) 
United States ...| Mar. ...| Dollars 72,793,000 | 61,562,000 || 191,291,000 | 165,465,000 
Mexico*+ ... Feb... 4,201,000 3,713,000 31,255,000 27,403,000 


British Indiat ..| Jan. ...| Rupees 7,06,30,748 | 6,78,39,136 || 55,89,29,897 | 56,88,51,375 


II.—Exports. 


(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
Russia in Europe ...| Nov. ...| Roubles... 53,288,000 | 72,458,000 || 657,585,000 | 647,611,000 
(1899 (1898) (1899) (1898 
France Mar. ..| Frs. 311,389,000 | 314,475,000 || 810,176,000 | 792,550,000 
(1898 (1897) 1898 (1897) 
Portugal ... ...| Dec. ..| Milreis ... 2,716,000 2,183,000 31,128,000 | 27,311,000 
(al (1898) (1899) (1898) 
Italy Mar. ...] Lire... 118,641,000 | 104,299,000 || 303,532,000 | 291,797,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Mar, ...| Gulden ... 79,003,000 | 68,150,000 || 209,319,000 | 176,517,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
Greece* ... Dec. ..| Drchms.... 5,702,000 6,039,000 89,438,000 | 80,734,000 
Bulgaria... ...| Dec. ...| Lew ... 3,175,000 2,876,000 66,537,000 | 59,791,000 
1,663,000 11,796,000 | 12,313,000 
: (1899 (1898) (1899) 1898) 
United States ...| Mar. ...| Dollars 104,464,000 | 112,620,000 || 313,915,000 | 315,965,000 
Mexico*+ ... ...| Feb. 11,037,000 10,637,000 99,816,000 | 89,701,000 
British Indiat  ...| Jan. Rupees 10,22,09,373 9,34,52,784 || 91,51,22,526 | 77,88,69,311 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 

Nore.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 
“ Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 

of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Including bullion and specie. 

+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. 

+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XIT.—ForeigN TraveE or Britisu Inpta. 


TImrorts 1Nro Britiso INDIA FROM ForEIGN 


Ten months, 1st Apil— 


31st January. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897-93, 1898-99. 
R R k R 
I.—Animals, living... 22,61,343 27,53,063 4,91,725 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... oes owe 3,71,€4,859 3,10,30,014 61,34,8 15 
Other articles... ove | 5,19,33,759 4,29,99,193 80,34,5€6 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Ilardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware) 1,21,82,168 1,18,37,684 344,484 
Metals... 5,08,94,984 | 4,20,08,301 83,86,683 


Machinery and millwork ... | 2,42,21,902 | 2,58,44,388 16,22,436 


Railway plant and rolling- 
stock than Govern- 
ment stores) ove 2,51,95,283 2,22,19, 562 one 29,75,721 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and tan- 


ning materials . 1,71,99,054 1,65,60,791 ove 6,38, 263 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 2,80,05,280 | 9,48,93,583 36,21 697 
VI.—Raw materia’s and unmanu- 
factured artucks ove 254°,23,716 2,43,36,474 1,12,758 
‘Cctton yarn ... 2,94,68,892 2,15,14,541 79,54,351 
Cotton piece goods vis 17,84,75,454 19,70,39, 534 | 1,85,64,080 
Ot! er articles | 8,46,53,876 9,35,43,736 | 88,89,860 


Total of all Imports ... | 56,88,51,375 | 55,89,29,897 99,21,478 


634 STATISTICAL TABLES. [May 1899. 
XII.—Foreign TRADE oF British InDIA—continued. 
Exports oF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BnritisH 
InpIA TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
Ten months, Ist April— 
3ist January. 
I Decrease. 
1897-98. 1898-99. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... ... 13,01,826 2,78,568 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice... 729,51,297 | 11,09,82,443 | 3,89,81,146 
Wheat... ... :1,10,76,252 | 9,59,03,143 | 8,48,26,891 
q Ten 778,086,424 | 7,65,76,899 8,32,092 
Other articles... ... ... | 2,44,58,458 | 2,86,16,069 41,62,611 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... | _12,10,986 10,31,951 1,79,035 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium... ... | 5,28,91,995 | 5,95,31,983 71,39,988 
Indigo ... 1,93,66,103 2,06,39,569 12,73,466 
Other articles... ... ...| 94,45,749 | 98,389,855 3,94,106 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
fa articles— 
Cotton... ... | 6,98,89,621 | 8,77,07,681 | 1,83,18,060 
Jute... | 8) 24,95,735 | 5,58,98,545 2,70,97,190 
Oilseeds 7,09,79,757 | 10,11,78,187 | 3,01,98,430 
Other articles... ... 7,83,25,988 | 7,32,32,880 50,93,108 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... ... 5,84,64,876 | 5,30,10,749 54,54,127 
Cotton piece goods ... ... | 92,653,099 89,12,861 3,52;238 
Other articles... ... | 10,39,16,700 | 9,69,94,052 69,22,648 
Total of all Exports ... | 74,63,24,758 | 88,73,76,105 | 14,10,51,347 
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XXV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, Hast 

. Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 


2198 Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898) ... 1d. 
2199 France sae (1897) 2d. 
2200 Brazil (Finances in 1898)... coe | 
2202 Khorassan (1897-98) ld. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah (1897) oo | 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) Se o06 2d. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) ese | Qh. 
2206 New Orleans ... oe (1898) an ope 2d. 
2207 Servia (1897-8) ose Lhd. 
2208 Yucatan (1898) ld. 
2209 Havre C » one ooo | 
2210 | Texas ee | 
2211 Ancona ove ome 4d. 
2212 Ghent me ld. 
2213 France 3 2d. 
2215 Ningpo 1d. 
2216 Corunna 4d. 
2217 Jersualem and Jaffa ld. 
2218 Beira | 1d. 
2219 Argentine Republic C » 2d. 
2220 Charlestown ... C » 2d. 
2221 Mozambique and Quilimane ld. 
2222 Cherbourg... sos 2d. 
2224 La Rochelle ... Cig ‘ 
2225 The Pireeus... 2d. 
2226 Poland and Lithuania ... | 
2228 Pakhoi » ) d. 
2229 Panama C» ) 
2233 Erzeroum 14d. 
2234 Calais 2d. 
2235 Louren¢go Marques one 2d. 
2237 Baltimore... 24d. 
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List oF DipLomaTic AND CoNsULAR REPORTS—continued. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


487 Germany.—Report on Local Government and Finance in 

Prussia... 

488 Italy.—Report on the Mother-of-Pearl "Industry on the 

Coast 

489 “2 ny.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 

e at Hamburg in 1898 ... 

490 a —Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 a 

Beigium.—Report on Commercial Education in Belgium sas 

France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
ef Newfoundland and off Iceland 

Brazil.—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 

Brazil.—Report on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fic'ds of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of Minas Geracs 

Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark .. 

Switzerland. a on Commercial Education in Switzer- 
land 

Germany. —Report on Brown Coal Mining in the Rhineland. 

Netherlands.—Report on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 

Italy.—Suggestions for the Development of British T-ade 
with Italy 

Austria-Hungary. —Report on Commercial Education i in 
Austria 

France.—Report on Commercial Education in France 

Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan 


XXVI.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Place. 


Basuto Land . Soe 
Newfoundland 
Cocos—Keeling and Christmas Islands 


= | —— | Price. 
| 
gd. 
| 4d. 
4d; 
| 84d. 
$d. 
| 
| 43d, 
| 
| 2d. 
| 1d. 
2d. 
ld. 
| 4d. 
| 
| 143d. 
| 
| id. 
No. | | — | Palen 
8d. 
955 | Bd, 
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